Coachmart 


Advanced Styling 
Coachbuilt to the Highest Quality 
The Greatest Seating Capacities 


The Lowest Drag Coefficients Hestair 
resulting in the Best Economy. 
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TOP QUALITY USED COACHES 


IVECO Viana Special, 24 seater 

TALBOT (diesel), Dormobile, 12 seater... 

FORD R152 Plaxton Paramount, 35 seater.. 

TOYOTA Optimo, 19 seater 

DAF Duple Calypso, 53 seater 

DAF DKFL Duple Caribbean Il, 53 seater . 

DAF MB200 DKVL Duple Laser, 48 reclining seats 

DAF SB2300 DHS Galaxy, 53 reclining seats 

LEYLAND Tiger 245 12m Duple Laser, 51 seater . 
VOLVO B10M GL Caetano (Low Driver), 49 seater.. 
VOLVO B10M Duple Caribbean I, 51 ee seats .. 
DAF SB2300 Paramount 3500, 44, (toilet) .. 

DAF Jonckheere, 44 reclining seats 

BEDFORD YNT 12m Wright Contour, 53 reclining seats 
BEDFORD YMT 12m Duple Laser 2, 53 seater : 
FORD R1114 Duple Dominant IV, 53 seater .. 

BEDFORD YNT Duple Laser, 53 seater... 

DAF DHU 825 Bova Europa, 49 rec seats.. 

LEYLAND TIGER Duple Caribbean, 55 rec seats = 
LEYLAND TIGER Paramount 3500 Four Star, 49 rec sea 
DAF JONCKHEERE Jubilee, 42 reclining seats .... 
MERCEDES 0303-15-RHP, 53 reclining seats 
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49/53 recliners, 
rear demountable toilet, curtains, 
courier, T.V. + Video wiring, power 
door, Brown/Orange moquette. 


48 recliners, toilet, 
berth, TELMA retarder, courier seat, 
curtains, power entrance door, 
Cream/Orange. 


49 recliners, 
double glazing, berth, o/s rear toilet, 
power entrance door, courier seat, 
coffee machine, fridge, T.V. + Video 
equipment, Red moquette, White/ 
Blue. 


NOW FOR DETAILS 


(0509) 


E-type seats, power entrance door, 
tinted side glasses, side lockers. 
Grey moquette, White/Red. 


(0236) 22445 


49/53 recliners, centre sunken 
demountable toilet, drivers berth, 


Leics. LE11 OAH. Webasto heating, TELMA retarder, 


Telex: 341327. drinks machine, Grey/Red 


moquette, White/Blue/Yellow. 


Tempo 100, T.V. + Video equipment, 
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FORD TRANSIT, 12 seater 


LEYLAND LEOPARD Duple Dominant Il, 53 E-type seats 

LEYLAND LEOPARD Duple Dominant Il, 57 seats. 

LEYLAND TIGER 218 Duple Dominant (SB front), 53 seater £37,500 
BEDFORD YNT Duple Dominant Il, 53 seater 

LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme IV, 57 seater 
FORD R1114 Duple Dominant Il, 53 seater : 
BEDFORD YMT Unicar, 53 seater 

MAN SR280, 53 reclining seats 

VOLVO B58 Plaxton Supreme, 38 seater.. 

DAF DKL Plaxton Supreme IV, 53 seater 

BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme IV, 53 seater .. 

FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme, 53 seater 

LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme IV, 53 seater-....... 
FORD TRANSIT (petrol), 12 seater crew bus.......... : 
FORD R1114 Duple Dominant, 53 seater... = 


.. £32,250 
.. £17,750 
.. £12,750 
.. £28,950 


BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme, 53 seater sm 
AEC Plaxton Supreme, 53 seater ............::cccccee ; 
BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite, 53 seater 
FORD R1114 Van Hool, 53 seater 

BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Pan Elite, 53 seater. 
BEDFORD PJK Plaxton Supreme, 29 seater 


SALISBURY (0722) 710666 


50 recliners, double glazing, 
Continental door, courier, Tempo 
100, Telma Retarder. Beige/Brown 
moquette. 


LEYLAND 


48 
recliners, toilet, double glazing, 
power entrance door, Telma 
retarder, Eberspacher heating, 
courier seat, continental door, wiring 
for T.V. & Video, red moquette. 


BEDFORD 


53 str., full soft 
trim interior, power entrance door, 
side lockers, T.V. + Video wiring, 
tinted side windows, additional fuel 
tank, Orange/Brown moquette, 
Cream/Orange. 


53:'str., 
power door, side lockers. Red 
moquette. 


53 Str., 
power entrance door, tinted side 
windows, Grey moquette. Cream/ 
Red. Choice 2. 


45 str., Bristol Dome, red moquette 
to seating, exterior red with cream 
reliefs. 


BOVA - VOLVO > 


53 Str., Bristol dome, ariver's fan, 
Autumn Tint moquete. Red Cream. 


53 str., double glazed 
side windows, side lockers, autumn 
tint moquette, Cream/Rea Orange. 


49 recliners 
centre sunken toilet, Webasto 
heating, tinted double glazing 
curtains, courier, drinks machine 
T.V. and Video, Beige/Brown 
moquette, White/Green. 


49 recliners, centre 
sunken toilet, driver's sleeping 
berth, continental door, TELMA 
retarder, road speed control device, 
Tempo 100 equipment, curtains, 
tinted double glazing, power 
entrance door with toll windows. 
Red moquette, all White. Choice 2 


46 recliners, rear sunken toilet, 
Continental door, Telma Retarder. 
fridge, courier, Webasto, wired T.V 
& Video, Red moquette. 


49 recliners, rear floor 
mounted toilet, courier seat, power 
entrance door, Webasto heating 
curtains, Brown moquette, White 
Blue and Red reliefs. 


VAN[JOOL 


NEOPLAN 


Gardner 6LYT 330 BHP turbo charged engine, 
ZF 5-speed automatic gearbox with integral 
retarder, 77 Vogel reclining seats, toilet, 
radio/pa/cassette, Webasto, driver’s bunk, 
courier seat, tinted windows, curtains/roller 
blinds, fully equipped lower deck kitchen in- 
cluding sink, water boiler and refrigerator. 
Full specification on request. 


1981/2/3/4 NEOPLAN SKYLINER DOUBLE DECKERS, 71/72/75 
reclining seats, toilet, drinks machine, fridge, radio/pa, wired 
for TV/video, Mercedes V10, ZF gearbox, Telma, some with 
private plates. Choice of 10.9 


1984 SETRA $228DT, 74 reclining seats, toilet, servery, wired 
for TV, 8 TV boxes and usual refinements. One remaining. 


1982 BEDFORD YMT Van Hool, 44 reclining seats, toilet, servery, 
curtains. 

1977 BEDFORD YMT Caetano Estoril, 53 seats, side lockers, 
radio. 


1977/78/79 AEC 760 ZF PLAXTON SUPREME, 12 metre, 49 
recliners, ZF gearbox. Choice of R5. 


NEOPIAN 


Jetliner High Decks, Scania 305 BHP enc’ 


dows, roller blinds. 
Full specification on ¥ 


§ 


1983 LEYLAND TIGER 245 PLAXTON 3500, 50 recliners, tinted 
double glazed windows, offside continental door, Eberspacher, 
courier seat, glove pockets, blue curtains, soft trim to roof, 
Telma retarder. 

1982 LEYLAND DUPLE DOMINANT IV, 12 metre, 51 recliners, 
ZF, Telma, tinted d/glazing. 

1982 LEYLAND PLAXTON SUPREME V, 12 metre, 49 recliners, 
toilet, tinted windows. Choice of 2. 

1981 LEYLAND PLAXTON SUPREME IV 12 METRE, 49 Chapman 
recliners, ZF gearbox, Bristol dome. 


1983 VOLVO B10M DUPLE CARIBBEAN, 51 recliners, tinted 
double glazed windows, Eberspacher, courier seat, offside 
continental door, blue curtains, glove pockets, Telma retarder. 
Choice of 442. 

1983 B10M P90 EXECUTIVE TWIN DECK, toilet, drinks, radio/pa, 
stereo, wired TV/video, driver's bunk, fridge. Choice of 2. 


1979 FORD 53 seater Dominant, MoT Jan 89. 
1978 FORD 53 seater Dominant, power door, side lockers, MoT 
Nov ‘88. 


1974 BRISTOL LHL, 53 seater, Duple Dominant. 


1985 MAN SR280, 49 recliners, toilet, tv/video, 6 speed ZF 
gearbox, Voith retarder, fridge, driver's bunk, tinted double 
glazing, off side continental door, glove pockets, Webasto, 
immaculate condition. 


Quality Single & 
Double Decker Buses 
For Hire 


Single Deckers: 
Leyland Leopards, 680 engines, 4 speed manual gearbox, Alexander bodies. 
Double Deckers: 
Leyland Atlanteans, 680 engines, Pneumo-Cyclic gearboxes, Alexander bodies. 


SJ 
The independent dealer who cares 
Minimum period-6months Pryor Mede, Harthill, Sheffield S31 8YB. Tel: 0909 773206 


INSIDE THIS WEEK 


An historic week: Volvo of Sweden has 
taken over Leyland Bus; the National 
Bus Company is no longer in existence. 
And Badgerline has brought out two 
ex-NBC subsidiaries. 


COMMENT 


In a special two-page analysis, Coach- 
mart and Bus Operator editor Stuart 
Jones examines the implications of 
Volvo's takeover of Leyland Bus for 


range on the Renault Dodge S56 Mkil; 
the Iveco Ford 49.10; and the Mercedes 
Benz 609D. 


Coachmart & Bus Operator is published by Response Publishing 
Ltd, Wentworth House, Wentworth Street, Peterborough PE1 1DS. 
Telephone 0733 63100. Fax 0733 62656. Telex 32157. 


EMAP Business Publishing. 


Managing director — Peter Peskett; 
Advertising director — Keith Dalton; 
Circulation marketing director — Pat Cherry. 


Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the 
management. 


EDITORIAL 


Editor — Stuart Jones; deputy editor — Mark Barton; assistant 
editor — Alex Paterson; production/design editor — Frank Forster; 
staff writer — Rod Davey. 


ADVERTISING 


Head of advertising — Steve Cole; production supervisor —- Wendy 
Taylor; regional sales manager (north) - Romayne Armstrong; 


Coachmart 
& Bus operator i 


Registered as a newspaper 
at the Post Office 


Late paying has been around for a long 
time but in recent years has reached 
epidemic proportions. John McQueen 
looks at ways of dealing with this 
potentially disastrous problem. 


NATIONALISATION 


Following Stewart Brown’s controver- 
sial article on the proposed sale of the 
Scottish Bus Group, another Scot, 
Doug Jack, gives his views on the sub- 


both manufacturers and operators. Fleet Update....................- ject, approaching it from a different 
Road TeSt ........---2-c0esceeeeees 20-24 | standpoint. 
BUSINESS. ..........00-0ceeeeeeeeeees 26-27 
Nationalisation................. 28-29 

ROAD TEST ‘ : 
. —_ . Licensing and Legal .......... 32-36 TOURISM = 
Rod Davey, in a joint evaluation, ex- % 
amines the Reeve Burgess Beaver body | TOUFISIM.......--.+..+e+sseeeeeee+ 38-46 | in a bumper tourism section we take an 


in-depth look at the ‘English Riviera’. 
Plus: Merseyside’s big new season gets 
under way with a VIP send-off. 


regional sales manager (south) — Paul Quick; classified sales 
manager — Debbie Etheridge; classified sales executive — David 
Kingdom; magazine secretary — Sue England. 
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Subscriptions supervisor — Jean Jarvis. 

Coachmart & Bus Operator is only available by pre-paid subscrip- 
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(including Irish Republic) £50 per year. Worldwide air mail rate is 
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Operator, Wentworth House, Wentworth Street, Peterborough 
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ty Road, Orton Southgate, Peterborough PE2 OUP, and printed by 
Gibbons Barford, PO Box 103, Wolverhampton WV10 OJA. 


JONCKHEERE NEWS 


VOLVO BUYS | 


Immediate availability of 
high specification 
Jonckheere coachwork on 
a selection of heavyweight 
chassis 


Attractive finance 
packages available 


EARLY SEASON BARGAIN 


NEW JONCKHEERE P50 DAF MB230 
DKFL. 51 reclining seats, rear toilet with 
continental steps, double glazing to side 

windows, provision for driver's bunk, 


provision for Webasto, etc. 

Can be leased from £1,535 + VAT per 
calendar month on 5 year operating lease 
(subject to status). 

Choice of 2. One remaining. 
PLEASE PHONE FOR FULL DETAILS 


USED COACHES 


1986 NEOPLAN SKYLINER DOUBLE DECK. 
Gardner engine, ZF automatic transmission with 
in-built retarder, 77 reclining seats, toilet, TV/ 
video, fridge, driver’s sleeping compartment etc., 
new MoT. 

1985 NEOPLAN CITYLINER. Mercedes engine. 
To very high specification including 53 reclining 
seats, centre sunken toilet with continental step, 
TV and video, coffee machine and fridge, driver’s 
sleeping compartment, new MoT. 

Trades Description Act: In this list we quote the 
year of registration and not necessarily the year 
of manufacture. 


Jonckheere U.K. Ltd. 
3, Weddell Way 
Brackmills 
Northampton NN4 OHS 


Tel. 0604 760161 


Evening and weekend 
Contact Arthur Humphries 
on 0902 732140 


Jonckheere: Business on the move ... 


INT 


VOLVO of Sweden has taken 
over Leyland Bus, just 15 
months after the former 
state-owned bus and coach 
maker was bought by a five- 
man management team led 
by lan McKinnon for £4 mil- 
lion. 

Both companies refused to 
reveal the price paid by Volvo, 
saying only that it was a ‘multi- 
million’ deal. But industry 
observers put the cost of the 
takeover at around £20 million. 

Coming soon after the con- 
troversy caused by the prop- 
osed sale of the Rover Group to 
British Aerospace, the deal has 
added fuel to the argument that 
the Government has_ been 
under-selling state-owned 
assets. 

In the three years before the 
management buy-out Leyland 
Bus lost £80 million. And, to 
allow the management buy-out 
to go-ahead, the Government 
provided £55 million for restruc- 
turing of the company. 

Leyland Bus is now a wholly- 
owned subsidary of Volvo Bus 
Corporation, but it will retain its 
name and will continue to be 
run separate from Volvo Bus 
(GB) Ltd. 

Volvo executives have given 
assurances there will be no re- 
dundancies among the 1,850 
workers employed at Leyland’s 
plants in Workington and 
Farington. 

Larserik Nilsson, president of 
Volvo Bus Corporation, will be- 
come chairman of Leyland Bus 
and Jurgen Bahr, marketing 
director of Volvo Bus Corpora- 
tion, will become temporary 


Lynxes for Eastern 


EASTERN National has 
placed an order worth £2 
million for 30 Leyland Lynx 
single-deck city buses. 

They will be the first new 
buses the company has ordered 
since it was privatised in a man- 
agement buy-out last year. 

The buses, which are to be 


Olympian 


SALES successes for Olym- 
pians continue with an order 
from recently-privatised Luton 
& District Transport for 12 
Olympian double-deckers. 
Leyland has received more 
than 200 orders over recent 
months for customers including 
Eastbourne Buses, Grampian 
Regional Transport, Lothian Re- 
gional Transport, Merseybus, 
Northumbria Motor Services, 


managing director until a 


permanent appointment is 
made. 

lan McKinnon will remain on 
the Leyland board in a non- 
executive capacity. The other 
senior managers, James 
McKnight, George Newburn, 
John Kinnear, Owen Quinn and 
Eric Turner, who, with McKin- 
non, own the majority of Ley- 
land's equity, will stay on - with 
the. exception of George New- 
burn and Eric Turner. 

McKinnon said that, although 
Leyland Bus reached break 
even in 1987 and was on target 
for a modest profit this year, it 
did not have the depth of re- 
sources to invest for success in 
the long-term. 

Volvo had made three pre- 
vious approaches to Leyland, in 
1982, ‘84 and ‘86 (to be beaten 
by the management team), be- 
fore it made the final, successful 
offer four months ago. 

Nilsson said Volvo had been 


built at the Leyland Bus Work- 
ington plant, will have 210bhp 
Cummins L10 engines and ZF 
4HP500 automatic gearboxes. 


Geoffrey Clarkson, Eastern 
National’s managing director, 
said: ‘We tried out a number of 
demonstration vehicles. The 
Lynx performed well and we 


Stagecoach Holdings, Yorkshire 
Rider and Leyland’s London- 
based distributor, Arlington. 


The Olympians will be the 
first new big buses to be deli- 
vered since privatisation and 
will join Luton's existing fleet of 
250 buses. They have 180bhp 
Cummins L10 engines and ZF 
4HP500 automatic gearboxes. 
Bodywork will be by Alexander 


Sales successt 


NEWS 


EYLAND BU 


attracted by Leyland’s highly- 
skilled engineers, who he de- 
scribed as some of the best in 
the world. And, as Sweden is 
not a full member of the EEC, 
Volvo needs a European plat- 
form from which to drive into 
continental markets when inter- 
nal trade barriers are taken 
down in 1992. 

‘The complementary product 
range of Leyland and Volvo will 
enable us to strengthen our 
sales and manufacturing base 
within the European Common 
Market and throughout the 
world,’ said Nilsson. 

‘The Leyland Bus manufactur- 
ing facilities at Workington and 
Farington will enable the newly- 
enlarged Volvo Bus Corporation 
to significantly increase its 
chassis production which in 
Sweden is at full capacity. 

‘The combined resources of 
the new. organisation will 
strengthen the support services 
offered to Leyland bus/coach 


National 


were able to achieve good de- 
livery dates and a good overall 
package from Leyland Bus. 


‘Leyland products account for 
88% of our 500-strong fleet and 
we are very pleased to be able 
to continue our relationship 
with the Leyland Bus organisa- 
tion.’ 


§ continue 


of Falkirk. 

The company ran a critical 
evaluation of a range of Olym- 
pians in and around Luton, 
Hitchin and Aylesbury before 
placing the order. Luton’s en- 
gineering director, Peter 
Grimes, said: ‘The Olympian 
demonstrator outshone the 
other vehicles, in particular on 
fuel economy, and proved to be 
the best of the vehicles tested. 


Volvo’s Jurgen 
Bahr; _ Larserik 
Nilsson; Ernst 


Knappe and Ley- 
land’s lan 
McKinnon 


announce the 
takeover to the 
press in London. 


operators throughout Europe.’ 

Leyland’s Lynx single-deck 
service bus was another major 
carrot for Volvo, which, Nilsson 
said, would need three or four 
years to develop a similar mod- 
el to compete. 

Volvo Bus enjoyed a record 
year in 1987. Sales increased by 
16% to 3,920 units and operat- 
ing profits shot up by 72% to 
£16.36 million. 

Production at Leyland’s two 
plants is expected to rise from 
1,400 vehicles in 1987 to 1,750 
this year and 2,000 in 1989. In 
1990 this would be sup- 
plemented by the production of 
1,000 B10M chassis. 

Together Voivo and Leyland 
will manufacture about 5,500 
buses this year. 

Knappe said the recent agree- 
ment between Leyland and ZF 
would remain unaffected by the 
deal, as would the use of Gard- 
ner Cummins engines. 

(See pages 14-17) 


Motorway 
claim denied 


THE Department of Transport 
has denied that forthcoming 
motorway safety measures will 
restrict coaches to the nearside 
lane with heavy trucks in motor- 
way contraflow systems. 

The controversial restriction 
was included in reports in the 
national press last week as part 
of a comprehensive package of 
measures designed to make 
motorways safer during major 
roadworks this summer. 

The plans were leaked to the 
press by roads and traffic minis- 
ter Peter Bottomley. Bus and 
Coach Council argued against 
what it called ‘bunching PSVs 
and HGVs’ in one lane and 
tabled a Parliamentary question 
which will be debated on April 
13: 

The measures are the result 
of a DTp enquiry. 


PLAX'TON 


PARTS & SERVICE 


Plaxton Scotland 
Plaxton Scarborough 
Plaxton Anston 


Plaxton Ware 


PARTS STOCKISTS © 


KIRKBY CENTRALLTD  W.-S. YEATES plc 
ANSTON SALISBURY 
(0909) 550055 (0722) 710666 


W.S. YEATES ple DON EVERALL LTD 
LOUGHBOROUGH WOLVERHAMPTON 
(0509) 217777 (0902) 51515 


V. GREENHOUS LTD LAWTON MOTOR 
HEREFORD BODY BUILDING 


COLTD 
qetad).sb2052 Church Lawton 


(09363) 2056 


GLASS STOCKISTS 


SBG ENGINEERING EPSOM COACHES 
EDINBURGH EPSOM 
031 669 1222 (03727) 25252 


KIRKBY CENTRAL LTD TOM TAPPIN LTD 
BOLTON WALLINGFORD 
(0491) 37141 


(0302) 389999 


JOHN STEWART 
& CO(WISHAW) LTD 


(0698) 373483 


NEWS 


BADGERLINE SET TO TAKE 
OVER MIDLAND RED WEST 


THE acquisitive Badgerline 
group looks set to take over 
Midland Red West Holdings, 
the holding company of two 
ex-NBC subsidiaries — Mid- 
land Red West and City Line 
of Bristol. 

Worcester-based Midland Red 
West Holdings is currently 
valued at £10.9 million. 

Badgerline has made an offer 
for the company reputed to be 
worth this sum in a combina- 
tion of cash and shares and is 
hopeful this will be accepted by 
the MRW shareholders in the 
next three weeks. 

According to Badgerline, the 
operating companies of both 
holding companies will remain 
the same and retain the same 
management and_ staff in 
‘general terms’. 

Since Badgerline was bought 
by its management 18 months 
ago it has acquired Bath-based 
Roman City Coaches and Tours, 
Wessex Continental Travel, Ply- 
mouth, and operates Red 
Admiral with Southampton 


Mercedes 609Ds 
for new services 


PRIOR to the Badgerline’s mer- 
ger offer, Midland Red West has 
purchased 25 Reeve Burgess 
Mercedes 609Ds and is to oper- 
ate eight new minibus services 
within Hereford’s city district 
commencing April 23. Conven- 
tional bus routes will be re- 
placed by the minibuses, mar- 
keted as ‘Hereford Hoppas’, on 
all services except two. 

MRW is recruiting 25-30 new 
drivers. Melvin Thomas, Mid- 
land Red West's planning offic- 
er, told Coachmart & Bus Oper- 
ator: ‘Hereford city centre is 
being pedestrianised and the 
prime stands will only be avail- 
able to minibuses.’ 


Channon. 


fairest way of doing so.’ 


Number plates for sale? 


ATTRACTIVE number plates not in current use may be offered for 
sale by the Government to the public. 

The Department of Transport is issuing a consultation paper 
inviting comments on the proposal from transport minister, Paul 


CityBus in Portsmouth. 

It has a substantial stake in 
Western National, a chain of 
‘Badgernews'’ retail outlets and 
has recently completed the ac- 
quisition of National 
Travelworld with over 80 travel 
agencies throughout the 
country. 

According to informed 
sources, the ‘merger’, if suc- 
cessfully completed, will in- 
volve a market share of be- 
tween 50-75% of an operating 
area that now includes part of 
the West Midlands and covers 
large areas of the South West. 

Badgerline has informed the 
Office of Fair Trading of its in- 
tentions and does not anticipate 
a Monopolies & Mergers Com- 
mission inquiry as it claims 
competition from local oper- 
ators is substantial. 

Trevor Smallwood, chairman 
of Badgerline Holdings, said: ‘In 
the competitive environment in 
the bus industry of today, it is 
only by constantly seeking 
ways of making improvements 
that the travelling public can be 


Workers sit 


BADGERLINE’S discontinuation 
of services in Salisbury and 
Poole (Coachmart & Bus Oper- 
ator, April 1) has culminated in 
a worker sit-in. 

While the six-week notifica- 
tion period is running smoothly 
in Salisbury, Badgerline has 
abruptly ended its Poole ser- 
vices and summarily sacked its 
drivers. 

The drivers, who do not have 
a union agreement, responded 
by occupying the premises for a 
period last Tuesday. 

Chris Carr, Badgerline’s 
group marketing director, said: 
‘A lot of drivers left the Poole 
operation to take up seasonal 
coaching jobs as soon as we 


Channon said: ‘There is growing demand from motorists for 
numbers which are in some way personal to them. But many 
potentially attractive numbers are not available, perhaps because 
they were never issued, or because they have fallen into disuse. 


‘We think that numbers like these ought to be made available, 
and that selling them on the open market would be the best and 


Midland Red West - Badgerline says it will be business 
as usual. 


provided with the highest quali- 
ty service.’ 


Ironically, given that current 
Government proposals seek to 
break up the integrated PTC 
monopolies in the metropolitan 


areas, Badgerline cites the ‘in- 
teravailability of tickets and 
travel cards, the co-ordination 
services and provision of im- 
proved information for passen- 
gers as the benefits which 
would result from the ‘merger’. 


in after shutdowns 


placed our notice with the traffic 
Commissioners, leaving us un- 
able to cover our services. 

‘As we were unable to pro- 
vide a full service we advised 
the Traffic Commissioners of 
our intention to discontinue our 
Poole operation henceforth. 

‘After discussion last Tuesday 
with the workforce we success- 
fully negotiated a full settle- 
ment and have continued pri- 
vate discussion with the com- 
missioners.’ 

The service withdrawals have 
created 120 redundancies and 
competitor Wilts and Dorset has 
offered to employ as many as is 
possible. It has initially taken on 
nine. 


Andrew Bryce, Wilts and 
Dorset’s operations manager, 
told Coachmart & Bus Oper- 
ator: ‘The competition with 
Badgerline began four days af- 
ter Wilts and Dorset was priva- 
tised on June 24, 1987 and with- 
in ten weeks both Badgerline 
and Southern Vectis launched 
an attack on Poole. 


‘We rapidly accelerated our 
investment plans after the buy- 
out and within three months we 
had bought 20 double-deckers 
and hired a further 20. We then 
ordered 45 MCW Metroriders 
and employed 80 new drivers. 


Badgerline’s Chris Carr said: 
‘It is a great disappointment. 


Coaching weekend draws 
a disappointing entry 


THE Coaching Weekend at Clif- 
tonville by the South Eastern 
Coach Operators Association 
(SECOA) drew another dis- 
appointing entry this year — 13 
compared with 19 in 1987. 

The best services bus of any 
age class was won by a 1978 
Smiths of Sittingbourne Ley- 


land National. 


A Bedford Duple Dominant in 
Hextable Coaches colours of the 
same year won the best 1979-81 
vehicle. 


Scotland & Bates won both 
the best 1979-81 and the best 
1982-84 classes. 


a MEMBER of 


ARLINGTON 


USED COACHES 


LEYLAND 
1984 LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER Plaxton 3500, 4 star, choice 
ONG: MD csacescoectccces ets ceas ess covaveseeciaseven Prices on application 
1983 (Y) LEYLAND TIGER 245 DUPLE CARIBBEAN, 53 
seater interior red/grey, exterior red/white. Choice of 2, 
GUIS) pores neve eats cue csr cote re sur oe eu cieus nuesarinscsnconsuamanedenasel £44,500 
1983 (Y) LEYLAND TIGER 245 Duple Caribbean, 53 seats, 
interior red/grey, exterior red/white. Choice of 2 with 


CRE Reenter cece ere ee £46,500 
1982 (X) LEYLAND LEOPARD 11m Plaxton Supreme, 53- 
seater, MoT Nov. ‘88. (003)........c:cccssccsssesseesseseeseees £28,500 


1980 (V) LEYLAND LEOPARD 12m Plaxton Supreme, 57 
seater, exterior red/cream, power door, radio/pa, new 
NY oye GIP AS) cere etter ct een 3 ere eee £26,500 
1979 (T) LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme 12 mtr, 
53 seater, exterior white/yellow, power door, new MoT. 


(DG) eee se see Bes sc, conactaaecaccsth stcsansuetessavaeeecaarausevsecesoniers £22,500 
BEDFORD 

1983 BEDFORD YNT Duple Dominant IV, 53 seater, ex- 

terior marigold/black, new MOT. (412)........ceeeeeees £25,500 


1983 BEDFORD YNT Duple Dominant IV, 49 reclining 
seats, brown floral moquette, exterior orange/black. 
BSN aes eta teeta eens ee hinencaaevscehaccsvanetasarccueatae chee £24,500 
1981 (W) BEDFORD YNT Duple Dominant, 53 seater, MoT 
Sept. '88, exterior cream, brown moquette. (086) £17,500 
1980 (W) BEDFORD PJK Duple Dominant IV, 29 seater 
radio/ pa, autumn tint moquette, exterior white/red. (079) 
aati cirnad os Gets Selecen de aosd Ge Sov ck Boe: pice scts Ped iaitoncusneeciagssteug oem £14,500 
1980 (V) BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme, 49 seater, 
curtains, power door, red moquette, exterior white (119) 
a ak cele etic ea efai dd navsiaan saudtaw ct waaadevesuadsacsmtern tM £15,800 
1980 (V) BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant II, MoT March 
TEER 15) ER eter ee oe eno eee en eS £11,500 
1978 (S) BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme, 53 seater, 
EXTEFIOMAGFEEM,. (095)... ...ccsccsssascsacsavenccencvensnenstaneenonses £10,500 


FORD 
1982 FORD Duple Dominant IV, 53 seater, new MoT, 
exterior white/Drown. (693) ...........:scscssssesetsestseces £18,250 


1981 (X) FORD R1014 Plaxton Bustler bus, 29 seater, 
choice of 6 (140), MoT’s expired. Special offer.......... £5,600 
1981 (X) FORD R1014 Plaxton Bustler bus, 43 seater, 
MOVIN sb 70) cas oa re secs vg £9,500 
1978 (S) FORD R1114 Duple Dominant II, 53 seater, radio/ 
pa/cassette, blue moquette, exterior white. (307).....£8,000 


MINIBUSES 
1987 FIAT DUCATO HUNTSMAN, 11 reclining seats, ex- 
terior white and maroon, interior beige moquette, MoT 


May ‘88:(221); Retail pric@:.c....0csesssscescescsascesteeecaccsoes £15,350 
1985 (C) VOLKSWAGEN LT ROWARTH, 19-seater, re- 
placement engine fitted. (110)..........ccessssesseesseeees £16,500 


1982 (X) FIAT IVECO, 12 seater, MoT Nov ’88. (206) £5,750 
1980 (W) MERCEDES 508D Reebur, 19 seater, MoT May 


ASO AMOS) oe tcp trees cage ices ¥dscesea scdcecstecks Sieasuanieseecagnaseull £11,000 

1983 (Y) FIAT IVECO, 12 seater, exterior white/orange. 

GO) pect ct sect ess sucarneet Mac esesera os sce eat aes ee ee £7,600 
MISCELLANEOUS 


1983 (Y) DAF MB 200 DKTL Van Hool Alizee, 48 seater, 
full executive spec, exterior colour white/yellow, interior 


moquette brown/fawn, (255), retail price ................ £47,650 
1978 (S) AEC RELIANCE Plaxton Supreme Express, 53 
SSAC O27 Jc. sas dessa Peer eee eee Pete svn ccsvsarsaauciweaveds £14,500 


1 2.2.2.0 .0. 2.2.2.0. 2. 0.2.2. 0.0.0.2. 0.2. 2.2.2.0.2. 0.2.0. 0.2.0. 0.2.0. 0.0. 0.0 oo oo & 1 
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NEW BUSES - EX STOCK AVAILABLE 


LEYLAND LYNX, Cummins L10 210bhp engine, ZF hp500 fully auto gearbox, 51 seats plus 22 
standees, stepped floor, one door model, finished in white or to your choice. 


LEYLAND SWIFT, Cummins 130bhp turbo engine, ZF power steering, Wadham Stringer Vanguard II 


LEYLAND TIGER, 11 metre Duple 300 bus, TL11 210bhp turbo engine, 5 speed pneumocyclic semi-auto 
gearbox, air suspension, power entrance step, 55 seats plus 23 standees, treadmaster gangway. 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN OPTARE DOUBLE DECK BUS, Gardner engine, ZF 4hp 500 gearbox, 74 seats. 
AVAILABLE EARLY SUMMER 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ALEXANDER R-TYPE DOUBLE DECK BUS, low height body, Gardner 6LXB 
engine, ZF 4hp 500 gearbox, 47 upper and 32 lower saloon seats. Full details on application. 
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MOLLISON AVENUE, BRIMSDOWN, ENFIELD ENS 7NE. TELEX 22262 FAX 01-443 2590 


01-804 2474 


DAF Bus is set to attack the 
UK city bus market with an 
Optare-bodied version of its 
$B220 bus underframe. 


The first vehicle will be un- 
veiled in July, but until then 
both companies are refusing to 
reveal any further details. 

As to be expected from 
Optare, the new bus is believed 
to be of a very modern appear- 
ance. 

Bob McLeod, sales manager 
at DAF Bus, said: ‘We are de- 


lighted to have reached agree- 


Bus design 


for disabled 


A REPORT published by the 
Transport and Road Re- 
search Laboratory shows 
how bus design can be im- 
proved to help elderly and 
disabled bus users. 

‘Features on Buses to Assist 
Passengers with Mobility Hand- 
icaps’ brings together research 
data and practical experience 
on such features as_ step 
heights, route number and des- 
tination, indicator size and loca- 
tion, handrail position and light- 
ing levels, seating layout and 
bellpush design. 

The Disabled Persons Trans- 
port Advisory Committee 
(DPTAC) has produced a recom- 
mended specification on bus 
design, which is based on the 
TRRL report. 

And the DPTAC has teamed 
up with the Department of 
Transport to produce a demon- 
stration bus which is currently 
on a nationwide tour. 

To borrow the demonstration 
bus or for copies of the DPTAC 
specification contact The Dis- 
ability Unit, Department of 
Transport, Room $10/21, 2 Mar- 
sham St, London SW1P 3EB. 

Tel: 01-212 5257. 

Copies of the TRRL report (No 
137) can be obtained from The 
Cashier, TRRL, Old Wokingham 
Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire 
RG11 6AU. Price: £3. 


balance,’ 
director D.W. Thomas. 


Link, although it is understood 
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THE continuation of Taff Ely Trans- 
port as a viable bus operator is ‘in the 
according to managing 


Taff Ely is currently losing £4,000 a week 
and the ‘arm’s length’ owners, the local 
borough council, has rejected a rescue bid 
from Rhymney Valley DC’s Inter-Valley 


be reconsidering this option after calling in 


ment with Optare. 

‘The company has an excel- 
lent reputation for innovative 
design and | look forward to the 
announcement of the new vehi- 
cle in the early summer. 

‘| am confident that this new 
vehicle will set new industry 
standards. 

The SB 220 is already in ser- 
vice in mainland Europe and 
Scandinavia, where they have 
been been very well received. 
Pictured (right) on test at Ein- 
dhoven - the new Dutch-built 
Hainje body on DAF SB 200. 


FOLLOWING Eastbourne 
Borough Council’s resolu- 
tion that Eastbourne Buses 
Ltd was not for sale, the 
company has reported an 
operating profit of £78,480 
for the period since dereg- 
ulation up to September 30, 
1987. 

After a provision for defer- 
red taxation of £22,500 is 
taken from this figure a net 
figure of £55,980 emerges. 

Eastbourne’s financial direc- 
tor, Ted Blundell, told Coach- 
mart & Bus Operator: ‘This is a 
very pleasing result for a muni- 
cipal company. 


NEWS 
OPTARE-BODIED DAF FOR UK 


Municipal reports £78, 480 profit 


‘We are confident that we a 
do even better during this cur- 
rent year.’ 

Earlier this year the munici- 
pally owned ‘arm’s length’ com- 
pany was the centre of con- 
troversy when the ex-Chairman, 
Philip Hearn, published a con- 
fidential report of Eastbourne 
Buses. 

The board was examining op- 
tions which included a possible 
total merger with Southdown or 
forming a joint operating com- 
pany with them to run East- 
bourne’s ‘Top Line’ services. 


Another option proposed 
Eastbourne and Southdown 
forming a joint bid for Port- 


smouth City Transport. 

After allegations of local 
democracy being circumvented 
Hearn quit the chairmanship 
and was replaced by former 
mayor, Leslie Mason. 

Roger Bowker, Eastbourne 
Buses managing director, told 
us: ‘The controversy concerned 
a leaked report. 

‘The report merely consisted 
of the ideas bounced around in 
the boardroom and none of the 
proposals were adopted. 


‘We are now progressing well 
as a company, we've had a 
good first year and are in the 
process of developing the 
town’s services. 


THE Government has with- 
drawn its subsidy from the 
Intercity section of British 


Rail, which may enable 
National Express and 
‘Rapide’ type services to 


reap the benefits of ‘en- 
hanced’ competition. 

British Rail last year received 
subsidies amounting to £800 
million of which about £100 mil- 
lion was earmarked for Interci- 
ty. Other beneficiaries include 
Network South East and Provin- 
cial. 

According to a British Rail 
spokesman, Britain is the only 


rand. 


they may 


financial consultants Coopers and Lyb- 


Another option involves selling the com- 
pany outside the locality. 

There was strong trade union opposi- 
tion to the merger, although the Welsh 
Office, which has to approve the merger 
under the 1985 Transport Act, has said 
approval will only be granted to a munici- 
pally-owned company. 

Consultants Coopers and Lybrand are 


Government withdraws 
BR Intercity subsidy 


country in Europe to have a 
‘commercial unit’ for railway 
services. Fares will almost cer- 
tainly increase when BR's ‘sea- 
sonal adjustment’ takes place in 
May, although preparations for 
the removal of the subsidy have 
been taking place for the last 
two to three years. 

The public relations manager 
for National Express, Alan Wat- 
kins, told Coachmart & Bus 
Operator: ‘It is marvellous to 
know that British Rail will now 
have to compete on a fair foot- 
ing with coaches which have 
successfully operated commer- 
cially since 1980. 


Continuation of Taff Ely ‘in the balance’ 


said to be meeting officials of the TGWU 
on April 12. 

The Taff Ely Council will shortly have to 
take a decision on the company’s future 
and options are reported to include writ- 
ing off £104,000 the company owes to 
them or going into voluntary liquidation. 

Taff Ely runs eight Leyland Nationals, 
seven Optare City Pacers, three Dennis 
single deckers and two Dodge S56 midi- 


buses. 


Society holding 


classic coach 
gathering 


THE Devon General Society is 


celebrating the 75th 
anniversary of Grey Cars of Tor- 
quay by holding a classic coach 
gathering in the grounds of Tor- 
re Abbey. 

There will also be a morning 
run to Babbacombe and Pain- 
ton; a special display of Grey 
Cars past and present and free 
bus rides around Torquay. 

More details from Philip Platt, 
22 Newhayes Close, Exeter, De- 
von EX2 9JL. Tel: 0392 70895 
(evenings). 

See also pages 38-43, for 
more about this area. 


NBC poi st Rodney Lund completes the NBC sell-off 


jigsaw with London Country North East 


Managers buy North Devon and Southern National 


NORTH Devon of Barnsta- 
ple, which trades as Red 
Bus, and Southern National 
of Taunton have’ been 
bought by a team of three 
senior managers from both 
companies. 

The two companies will oper- 
ate in three autonomous divi- 
sions. 

North Devon's services will 
continue to run under the Red 
Bus name and to be headed by 
Andrew Vernon as managing 
director. 

Southern National’s opera- 
tions will comprise a Dorset Di- 


Past Masters in 


nna, 


vision, headed by director Gra- 
ham Roberts and with main de- 
pots at Bridport and Weymouth, 
and a Somerset Division 
headed by lan Banwell with 
main depots at Bridgwater, 
Taunton and Yeovil. 

Garry Charles, at present 
financial director of Southern 
national, is to become group 
managing director. 

Special dispensation to sell 
Southern National and North 
Devon together was granted to 
NBC by transport minister 
David Mitchell. 

NBC argues that the bound- 
aries of the two bus operations 


Sir Peter Harrop takes 


NEWS 


over as NBC chairman 


SIR Peter Harrop has been 
appointed chairman of NBC to 


oversee the winding up of the 
company. He takes over from 


Rodney Lund, who supervised 
the selling off of NBC’s 72 con- 


stituent companies during his 
two-year tenure. 


are effectively separated by Ex- 
moor and that their combined 
fleet of 300 buses, minibuses 
and coaches is smaller than that 
of many companies sold singly. 
@ SOUTHERN National is now 
operating four new contract ser- 
vices for Somerset, Avon and 
Dorset County Councils. 

From its Minehead outsta- 
tion, the company is running 
additional daily journeys from 
Watchet and Williton, up to late 
October, to cater for seasonal 
workers travelling to and from 
Butlin’s Somerwest World Holi- 
day Centre. 

Services on Sundays and 


SATS 


Lund is to be chairman of 
Short Brothers the Northern 


lreland aircraft makers. He will 
continue on the NBC board as a 
non-executive member: as will 
Christopher Campbell, who is 


presently an executive member 
of the board. 


Bank Holidays will run between 
Street, Glastonbury, Wells and 
Bristol from Southern Nation- 
al’s Taunton depot, replacing a 
service previously run by 
Badgerline. 


One of the company’s Yeovil 
Shuttle minibuses is running an 
hourly service, previously run 
by Brutonian, between Yeovil 
Junction and Penmill railway 
stations. 


Another Yeovil minibus will 
run an evening service between 
Yeovil, Sherbourne and Win- 
canton from Monday to Satur- 
day inclusive. 


alue 


Setra’s have always held their 


price, yesterday, today and 
tomorrow. When it comes to 
value it’s a fact that there’s no 
oy other choice. 

Setra - quality engineering. 
Experience the difference in 
ride, performance and sheer 
pulling power. 


wes 


- Combined bus and truck body - Luxury touring coach 


al 
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- Biggest Kassbohrer bus ao 


- Setra S200 


Kassbohrer (UK) Limited 
The Coach Centre High Street 
Bordon Hants GU35 OAU 


Telephone: 04203 4998 
Telex: 858496 Fax: 04203 8408 
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COMMENT 


VERYONE is agreed 

that Volvo’s surprise 

acquisition of Leyland 
Bus is a momentous event 
in the history of British Bus 
and Coach manufacture, but 
why did it happen and what 
are the implications? 

The sale represents a remark- 
able turnaround for Volvo, the 
company did not sell its first 
coach on the British market un- 
til the early 1970s. At that time 
Leyland was all powerful, domi- 
nant at home with its AEC, Ley- 
land, Daimler, Bristol and 
Albion ranges, and a major 
force on world markets. 

It was able to sell everything 
it could produce. Leyland’s run- 
down and problems have been 
directly parallelled by the worl- 
dwide growth of Volvo. 

Nowhere has the competition 
been greater than on the home 
market where the B58 and lat- 
terly the B10M have won ever- 
more customers at the expense 
of the Leopard and Tiger. The 
Leyland Tiger Doyen integral 
was an impressive looking 
machine that has yet to achieve 
its initial promise. Ironically, it 
has fared better than the short- 
lived Volvo C10M integral. 

One of the problems that Brit- 
ish Leyland faced when it was 
formed was the very wide pro- 
duct range it inherited. The AEC 
Reliance and Leyland Leopard 
competed head-on as did the 
Daimler Fleetline and Leyland 
Atlantean. 

Volvo has stated it regards 
the Volvo and Leyland Bus 
ranges as compatible and while 
that is largely true, it is not true 
of the premium coach sector 
where the B10M and the Tiger 
are direct competitors. 

There can be little doubt that 
the Tiger will be the one to go, 
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With 1000 B10Ms scheduled to be b 


Volvo/Leyland Bus: 
What now? 


uilt in Britain in 1990 the future for Leyland’s Tiger coach chassis looks bleak. 


Stuart Jones looks at the background to the 
Volvo acquisition of Leyland Bus and 
considers some of the implications. 


and, as it has been stated that 
Farington will be building 1000 
B10Ms a year from 1990, one 
might expect the Tiger’s demise 
to be complete by then. 

If one looks at the combined 
Volvo/Leyland Bus bus market 
share for vehicles over six tons 
unladen it was 73% in 1986 ris- 
ing to 75% in the artificially low 
market of 1987. In the corres- 
ponding coach market the fi- 
gures were 49.5% in 1986, rising 
to 57% of a smaller market in 
1987. Usually, when one manu- 
facturer suddenly becomes 
dominant in the market as Ley- 
land itself once did, that com- 
pany looses overall market 
share. 

There are major operators 
who have always split their 
orders between Leyland and 
Volvo to maintain a good bar- 
gaining position with both. 

There would appear to be lit- 
tle point in doing so in future 
but those operators could poss- 
ibly look to other manufacturers 
to maintain the leverage they 
want. 

This could lead to more 
orders for DAF Bus, MCW and 
Dennis among others, but, as 
the number of such operators is 
not large, any such ploy would 
probably only slightly affect 
overall market share. 


It seems likely that, with Ley- 
land Bus ceasing to be British 
owned, many traditionally pro- 
British operators, particularly in 
the public sector, will abandon 
any remaining reservations ab- 
out buying foreign manufactur- 
ers’ products. It could mean 
more sales for Scania if this is 
the case, or, if some persist in 
demanding British products, it 
could mean more MCW sales. 

Another major question is: 
Where does having such a 
dominant manufacturer in the 
market leave all the other smal- 
ler competitors? DAF Bus is ex- 
panding its bus building worl- 
dwide but it is nevertheless 
dwarfed by the combined Vol- 
vo/Leyland Bus. 

Will it feel the need to join 
forces with another similar 
sized manufacturer. This is pure 
conjecture but a merger with a 
company such as Bova might 
offer both advantages, and their 
ranges do appear to dovetail 
quite well. 

A Leyland DAF spokesman 
said he was not aware of any 
plans in this direction. He did 
not see the deal having any 
great effect on his company, the 
only link between them was the 
supply of Leyland Bus parts 
through Leyland DAF at Chorley 
and that deal would be un- 


affected. 

MCW was one of the com- 
panies that attempted to buy 
Leyland Bus before the man- 
agement bid succeeded. It has 
good reason to feel aggrieved 
as a direct competitor to Ley- 
land Bus on both bus and rail 
contracts. 

The Government used tax- 
payers’ money to write off £55 
million of losses accumulated 
by Leyland’s bus operations 
prior to the £4 million manage- 
ment buyout. 

Now it faces a foreign-owned 
manufacturer picking up the be- 
nefit from that Government 
hand-out without having re- 
ceived any Government finance 
itself. MCW’s own Leyland Bus 
bid is rumoured to have failed 
because it would have involved 
substantial job losses. 

Will the new deal convince 
other continental manufactur- 
ers that the time is right to 
establish a foothold on the Brit- 
ish market? There may appear 
to be little reason why they 
should, but at the same time 
there could be other influences 
encouraging them to do so. 

Perhaps the biggest influence 
is the dealers themselves. His- 
torically British PSV dealers 
have an aversion to only offer- 
ing one product range as it 
makes them entirely reliant 
upon one manufacturer. 

Although the Volvo and Ley- 
land Bus product ranges are to 
be kept separate for the time: 
being at least, the deal means 
that several dealers will Siveg. 


We take orders 24 hours a day 
7 days a week 


almost anything you are 


L your business relies on keeping 


buses and coaches on the road, likely to need for your nae 


Bus Parts is here to help you. buses or your business. 


24hours a day, 7 days a week. Fast. Efficiently. And at the right price. 


We carry the UK’s widest range Ordering from Bus Parts is simple. Just 


call us on 021-454 4870 and 


of bus parts. Mostly sourced from 


you'll be straight through to 


our sales staff. Usually they 


including Leyland Bus, 


MCW, Duple and will be able to find what 


Plaxton, but backed up you're looking for in no time. 


| with less popular makes, In order to maintain a speedy service, 
é 


| 
a6 
Pa ' obsolete stock and an unrivalled nationwide truck deliveries are organised on a 
range of reconditioned parts. regular timed basis. So we won't keep you waiting. 


We know how frustrating it is Or if you prefer you can pees 


collect from us. 


when you have to wait 


for a delivery, or when you just You won't find a better 


parts service for the bus 
and coach industry than 


we know that we can supply Bus Parts. Call us today and find out. 


24-hour VOR hotline 


For those desperate emergencies you can call our VOR 
hotline on 021-200 2717 Ex 250. It’s a 24-hour service, 
7 days a week and we deliver from stock within 24 hours. 


‘DON’T WASTE TIME: CALLUS - 


Bus Parts Limited, Carlyle Works, Waterworks Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 9DB. Telephone: 021- 454 4870 


|=” ~~ Member of the Frontsource Group. 


IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY 


ON NEW 


BUSES & COACHES 
IN STOCK ATANSTON 


Bus & Coach 


Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield S31 7ES (0909) 550055 Telex 547265 


tively become single franchise 
operations. 


One might anticipate these 
dealers welcoming the oppor- 
tunity to offer their customers 
alternatives. Again this is pure 
speculation but as_ Kirkby 
already has MAN-VW and Ley- 
land DAF truck dealerships as 
part of its portfolio it is not im- 
possible that they may take a 
closer look at these manufactur- 
ers’ chassis. 

Plaxton Group director Colin 
Cowdery said his company wel- 
comed what had happened. He 
said: “‘Plaxton Group has an ex- 
cellent relationship with both 
Volvo and Leyland Bus and we 
look to ways of strengthening 
that relationship. 


“We have no plans to take on 
any additional chassis franch- 
ises, however Kirkby has had 
discussions with AWD.” 


The sale may have made 
McKinnon and his buyout team 
wealthy men but it will inevit- 
ably fuel claims that the Gov- 
ernment sold Leyland Bus too 
cheaply. 

In the light of the £325 million 
made from the disposal of the 
National Bus Company one 
wonders whether it wouldn't 
have been a better idea for the 
original sale to have been hand- 
led by Rodney Lund and his 
negotiators. 

At the time of the manage- 
ment buyout an employee 
share scheme was promised 


WHAT'S IN IT 


ON the basis of the most 
recent sales figures avail- 
able the combined opera- 
tion is number one in West- 
ern Europe, slightly ahead 
of Daimler, Benz. Daimler 
Benz still sells more vehicles 
worldwide although both 
concerns are small in com- 
parison with Ikarus. 

Although part of EFTA, 
Sweden is not a member of the 
Common Market and, with the 
removal of internal market bar- 
riers in 1992 fast approaching, 
was looking for a bus manufac- 
turing base within the EEC. Vol- 
vo already has car and truck 
manufacturing bases in Europe. 

At the press conference 
announcing the deal Ernst 
Knappe, senior vice-president 
of Volvo AB, stressed the base 
in the EEC and the depth of 
Leyland Bus engineering exper- 
tise as the main reasons for 
Volvo's interest. 

Volvo does not currently have 
a competitive rear-engined city 
bus chassis of the type favoured 
for European operation. Its 
B10R design is regarded as out- 
dated and expensive. Develop- 
ing a new vehicle might have 
taken four years to accomplish, 


a fei 


Together Volvo and Leyland Bu 


SC 


Looe 


command around 75% of the British bus market. These 


COMMENT 


Alexander bodied Volvo buses are part of the Badgerline fleet at Weston Super Mare. 


which had not materialised at 
the time of sale. | understand 
that each Leyland Bus em- 
ployee is to receive 30 Volvo 
shares as part of the deal. 

Leyland staff must be feeling 
more secure than previously in 
the knowledge that Volvo plans 
to greatly increase production 
and invest heavily in the Ley- 
land Bus plants. 

The production growth talked 
of would seem to indicate the 
likelihood of recruitment rather 
than the redundancies that so 


a long time in a competitive 
market. 

Leyland Bus has the integral 
Lynx which is starting to find a 
lot of customers in Britain, and, 
with the strength of Volvo’s 
marketing expertise and name 
behind it, might well become a 
force on the European market. 

One would expect that it 
could be sold with a choice of 
Volvo or Cummins engines de- 
pending on local preference 
and still maintain a substantial 
price advantage over many of 
the German-built — integral 
alternatives. 

One would imagine that, as 
Volvo intends to build B10Ms in 
Britain from 1990, it will be 
paying very particular attention 
to quality, something it has 
established an enviable reputa- 
tion for. Leyland has not always 
enjoyed as good a reputation in 
this respect so the involvement 
can only give future Leyland 
Bus customers added confi- 
dence in the product. 

Volvo had neither a_ rear- 
engined double-deck design 
nor a relatively inexpensive 
small bus chassis, both of 
which it will now have in the 
shape of the Olympian and the 
Swift. The former is a major 


often follow takeovers. 


While the economies of scale 
offered by vast truck and bus 
production figures justified it 
Leyland produced its own en- 
gines as well as using other 
manufacturers’ products, not- 
ably Gardner. 


The last Leyland-built engine, 
the TL11, has now been discon- 
tinued by Leyland DAF with 
Leyland Bus turning to Cum- 
mins and Gardner instead. Re- 
cently Volvo announced retro- 


fitting kits for mounting its en- 
gines in Leyland coach chassis. 

It seems likely that Volvo en- 
gines will start to appear in Ley- 
land Bus products in the not too 
distant future. This would prob- 
ably reduce the number of 
Gardner and Cummins units 
sold in the UK, and while it 
would probably not have too 
serious an effect on Cummins, it 
could be a bitter blow to Gard- 
ner, which has been losing out 
tremendously in the truck sec- 
tor in recent years. 


FOR VOLVO? 


competitor both at home and in 
a number of worldwide markets 
while the latter could help Volvo 
to further penetrate the welfare 
market among others. 

In the past Volvo’s bus in- 
terests have concentrated over- 
whelmingly on chassis, but with 
the Leyland Bus acquisition 
they have inherited a body 
manufacturing capability. Will 
we see Volvo offering complete 
vehicles on the D10M in the 
same way that complete Olym- 
pians are sold? 

The short-term implications 
of this are unlikely to be too 
serious for independent British 
bodybuilders because of the li- 
mited Leyland capacity, but it 
does mean that Volvo will have 
the technology for the future. 

Another area that Volvo has 
not previously been involved 
with is that of light rail. Leyland 
Bus has established a steady 
business supplying British Rail 
with diesel multiple units in the 
last few years and the new link 
up could offer some interesting 
possibilities. 

Firstly, Volvo’s more power- 
ful engines could be attractive 
to rail customers. Secondly, 
Volvo could offer complete bus/ 
rail replacement or develop- 


ment packages to overseas cus- 
tomers. 


It is always difficult to guess 
exactly what the impact of one 
change will be on the industry, 
and the longer the forward 
period one considers the less 
accurate one’s projections be- 
come. One thing is certain, the 
effect of this deal will be pro- 
found. 


Yes it is the end of an era but 
let's not be sentimental, if there 
had been more looking forward 
and reinvestment at Leyland in 
the 1970s the company would 
never have had to face the prob- 
lems it has faced. 


Now that it is privately owned 
it will be less likely that Govern- 
ment interference can blight the 
furthering of a manufacturer’s 
legitimate concerns - that is 
making a profit from building 
vehicles that customers want 
and can rely upon. 


Volvo is a hugely successful 
company with a reputation for 
building solidly on firm founda- 
tions. If it believes that Leyland 
Bus and its workforce have a 
bright future as part of Volvo, 
they almost certainly have. 
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LYDE HEREFORDSHIRE 


~ puntos = 8 EY 


cee 


DUPLE 340SL 
on TIGER chassis 


MERCEDES 
609 DIESEL 
19 SEATER 
REEVE BURGESS 
CONVERSION 


0432 352352 


GREENHOUS 
The 
Quality Dealer 
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FLEET UPDATE 


< 


Wilson's get Volvo B10M 


MR G JOHNSON, coach sales representative of WS Yeates, 
hand the keys of this Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount luxury 
coach (above) to Mr Wilson of Wilson’s Coaches of Carnswath, 
Lanark, Strathclyde. The coach is fitted with 53 reclining seats, 
soft trim interior, curtains, continental door, bunk, toilet and 
wash facilities and a radio/PA/cassette. It is finished in an 
eye-catching livery of grey, maroon and orange. 


Haldanes collects Javelin 


HALDANES of Cathcart, Glasgow has taken delivery of this 
Dennis Javelin 8.5-metre Plaxton Paramount 3200 two-star 
luxury coach from WS Yeates. It is finished in a plain white 
livery. 


Grey Green's Scania K92 


SEEN here (above) at Eltham in South East London on private 
hire work is a recent addition to the Grey Green fleet. The 
vehicle is a Scania K92 with an East Lancs double-deck body. It 
Ke fitted to coach specification and has a Grey Green contoured 
jivery. 


FLEET UPDATE 


Roberts’ latest additions 


RECENTLY delivered to South Wales were two Bedford YNV 
Duple 320 luxury coaches. They are the latest additions to the 
fleet of Roberts Coaches in the Rhondda Valley. Supplied by WS 
Yeates, these are the first new Duples to be purchased by the 
proprietor Robert Reynolds. The vehicles will be used for high 
quality private hire and holiday tours. 


Hestair Duple for Davies 


DAVIES Brothers of Pencader in West Wales has added this 
Hestair Duple 340, on a Leyland Tiger chassis, to its large fleet 
of coaches. The coach has 55 Duple reclining seats, a courier 
seat and the interior is finished in soft trim. The exterior is 
painted in a Duple Stylelines design using the operator's fleet 
colours and with writing in both English and Welsh. 


Edwards’ first new coach 


THE family business of Edwards Brothers, of Tiers Cross near 
Haverfordwest, has purchased its first new coach — a Dennis 
Javelin with Duple 320 bodywork supplied by WS Yeates. The 
coach features reclining seats and full soft trim, all in shades of 
fawn and brown. The exterior is in a striking livery of white, 
brown and tan, with coach writing in matching colours. 


Phone (0953) 881204 


or 
Fax (0953) 883886 
or 
Telex 975326 


for 


CATALOGUES 


of the 


AUCTION 
OF 
COACHES AND MINIBUSES 


at 


THE EAST OF ENGLAND 
SHOWGROUND 
PETERBOROUGH, CAMBS. 
(One mile A1) 
on Monday 18th April 1988 
OR 
Phone (0953) 881204 
or 
Fax (0953) 883886 
or 
Telex 975326 


to include your 


ENTRIES 


(Closing date 12th April) 


* Only £15.00 Entry Fee 

* No sale — no commission 
charges 

* Lease & Finance Settlements 

* Low Commission Rates 

* Full Settlement within Seven 
Days 

* Finance facilities at the auction 


32 Norwich Road, Watton, Norfolk 1P25 6DE 


Ya); NOEL D. ABEL 
fiidlaaL\\_\) COACH & PSV AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS 


ESTABLISHED 1890 


== Tel: (0953) 881204 Telex 975326 


and at Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire; St. Albans, Hertfordshire; 
Colchester, Essex. 


“Auctioneers Who Understand Coaches’| 
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ROAD TEST 


BEAVERS 


Riv Burgess, based 

in Pilsley near Ches- 

Riv ris has been 
building bodies for commer- 
cial vehicles for a hundred 
years. 

Since acquisition by Plaxton 
and the deregulation-inspired 
minibus boom the company 
has strengthened its reputation 
in the market for smaller buses 
and coaches. 

The company, in conjunction 
with the chassis manufacturers, 
invited Coachmart & Bus Oper- 
ator to evaluate the ‘Beaver’ 
range on three different chassis. 


Body 


The Beaver body on all 
variants follows a standard pat- 
tern and is constructed with a 
jig-built all-steel body framing 
mounted on to a steel sub- 
frame. 

The complete structure is tre- 
ated internally and externally 
against corrosion. The exteriors 
are panelled in aluminium sheet 
and GRP, finished in a single 
colour to the operator's speci- 
fication. Radiator grilles, head- 
lamp recesses, bumpers and 
wheels are finished in black. 

The Reeve Burgess ‘Beaver 
Concept’ allows for total flex- 
ibility of specification, and the 
whole range may be specified 
with or without rear luggage 


boots, to coach or stage- 
carriage specification. 
All the following prices 


quoted are exclusive of VAT. To 
stage-carriage specification, the 
Renault S56 seats 25 with six 
standees and is priced at 
£30,570. With a coach specifica- 
tion, although Reeve Burgess 
has not had one in build yet, the 
price would be approximately 
£33,075. 


The Iveco to stage carriage 
specification, priced at £28,735, 
has 21 seats and room for seven 
standees. A 21-seat coach spe- 
cification may be priced at 
approximately £31,095, 
although the test specification 
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Seen here in the countryside near Chesterfield, the 
Renault Dodge S56 Beaver displays its new image. 


In a joint evaluation, Rod Davey examines the 
Reeve Burgess ‘Beaver’ body range ona 
variety of chassis, namely: the Renault Dodge 
$56 Mk II; Iveco Ford 49.10; and the Mercedes 
Benz 609D. 


costs £33,194. 

It is difficult to compare the 
Mercedes bus and coach speci- 
fications as plated gross vehicle 
weights mean that, for a 25 sea- 
ter, the bus variant is mounted 
on a 709D, has room for eight 
standees and is priced at 
£31,290 - whereas the coach 
variant is mounted on a 609D 
and costs £33,075. 

Two exterior mirrors, rear 
wheel mudflaps, wipers and 
screen wash, side rub rails and 
spare wheels fitted on carriers 
are standard exterior fittings on 
all variants. 


Passenger access is through 
roomy electrically operated 
twin-glider doors. Each door is 
fitted with diagonal grip rails 
and the stepwell is illuminated. 

There is a decency screen and 
a full-height stanchion in the 
entrance area. The emergency 
exit, which is wired to a cab 
warning buzzer, is fitted on the 
rear off-side. 


Each variant has a one-piece 
laminated curved windscreen 
and is fitted with toughened 
glass, three windows to each 
side and one to the rear. There 
is a driver's signalling window. 
On 21-seat variants there are 
three hopper units with four on 
the 25-seat variants. 


The vehicle interiors have 
cord carpet-lined sides and the 
roof is also lined with the same 
material. Floors are covered 
with heavy-duty lino. 


Each cab is fitted with a hea- 
ter/demister unit and saloon 
heating is provided by a Purmo 
convector heating unit. Interior 
fluorescent lights are controlled 
by dashboard-mounted 
switches. 

All Beavers are fitted with fire 


extinguishers, first aid boxes, 
driver’s sun visors and night 
blinds, panoramic interior mir- 
rors and_ roof-mounted bell 
pushes. 

The batteries are located in an 
enclosed underfloor locker on 
the Renault Dodge S56, under 
the bonnet on the Iveco 49.10 
and in a box under the driving 
seat on the Mercedes 609D. 


Renault Dodge 
S56 


THE test vehicle was the 
new evolved Mk II chassis | 
referred to when | tested the 
PMT Bursley on the Mk | 
chassis (see Coachmart & 
Bus Operator 468, January 
15, 1988). 

With its new frontal design it 
was easily the more attractive 
of the Renault variants. 


Renault proved as good as its 
word regarding the engine 
noise reduction — the new S56 is 
much quieter and is now com- 
parable to the Mercedes 609D, 
although both are slightly 
noisier than the lveco 49.10. 

On the test run, which took in 
country lanes in the Chester- 
field area and the M1 Motor- 
way, | found the vehicle per- 
formed better than its prede- 
cessor. 

The increase in maximum net 
output from 93bhp to 96bhp 
gave me less concern for the 
potential performance when 
fully loaded. 


The Renault accelerated from 
0-30mph in 8.8 seconds, a simi- 
lar figure to the nine seconds 
achieved with the Mk | in Stoke- 
on-Trent, and cruised comfort- 
ably in top gear at 32mph. 

| cannot say whether or not 
the suspension has been im- 
proved with the parabolic single 
leaf front springs, minimum leaf 
rear springs and the variable 
settings of the shock absorbers 
as the vehicle confirmed my ori- 
ginal response to the Mk |: there 
was little roll and pitch discern- 
able. 

Handling is extremely light 


The ‘evolved’ Renault Dodge S56 performed better than 


its predecessor, and is just as ‘roomy’. 


with the power-assisted steer- 
ing and this Beaver would 
prove to be very manoeuvrable 
in tight urban conditions. 

Braking is just as positive 
with this evolved chassis, and 
Renault claims that the heavy- 
duty front-ventilated disc 
brakes will increase brake life 
and cut maintenance costs. 

| found the Chapman Brem- 
shey driver’s seat extremely 
comfortable — the driver's posi- 
tion is ideally situated for deal- 
ing with passengers and taking 
fares. 

The Renault has ample entr- 
ance space for stage-carriage 
work and there is lots of room 
for ticketing equipment if it is 
mounted above the small lug- 
gage pen to the left of the entr- 
ance door. 

It had 25 seats to stage- 
carriage specification finished 
in an attractive fawn, orange 
and brown-striped moquette. 


As the seats are all forward fac- 
ing in double configuration, ex- 
cept the five rear seats, one 
would be hard pushed to alter 
the layout in any practical way 
at this capacity. Extra luggage 
space may be obtained with the 
addition of parcel racks. > 


must be a good match. 


With ‘notchy’ gear changing and motorcar-like handling, 
the Iveco 49.10 Beaver is a ‘driver’s machine’. 


Steering is manual, but the 49.10 with the Beaver body 


The Mercedes Be 
tion on test. 


ROAD TEST 
Ys 


accelera- 


Renault Dodge S56 


Wheelbase 
Rear overhang 
Front overhang 


Perkins Phaser 110T (Q3), turbo- 
Cubic capacity 


Max net output 
Max net torque 


Transmission: 


Chrysler Torque Flite FA1, auto- 


109bhp @ 2600rpm 
264 Lbf ft @ 1600rpm 


Gearbox 


eee 


Reversed Elliot ‘I’ beam with sealed 
roller thrust bearing (2500kg) 

Renault AX6 spiral bevel, overhung 
pinion, two pinion differential (4080kg) 


Braking System: 


Dual circuit, vacuum-assisted, hyd- 
disc (48.4 sq in), heavy-duty, front 


drum (200 sq in) 
mechanical 


Power assisted 


Suspension: 


single-leaf parabolic 
semi-elliptic minimum leaf 
telescopic hydraulic 


Remove the boot of the 609D Beaver and it becomes an 
ideal choice for intensive urban stage-carriage work. 
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ROAD TEST 


>The centre aisle is very roomy 
and access and egress is further 
improved with roof rails set to 
either side of the centre aisle. 
The bell pushes fitted could be 
improved with roof-mounted 
strip bells down the length of 
the bus. The walls and roof are 
carpet trimmed and the floor is 
covered with heavy-duty lino. 
An extra fitment, in my view 
out of place on a stage-carriage 
specification vehicle, was a 


ABOVE: The Iveco would 
make an ideal operators’ 
choice for dual purpose 
stage-carriage with some 
private hire evening and 
weekend work. 


RIGHT: The Renault has am- 

ple entrance space _ for 

stage-carriage work. and 

there is lots of room for tick- 
eting equipment. 


Height......... 
Wheelbase ....... 
Rear overhang .... 


Type....... Iveco 8140.21, turbocharged, direct 


injection, 4-cylinder diesel 
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SPECIFICATION 


Dimensions: 


6313mm Gearbox.......... Iveco 2822, five-speed manual 
2320mm Clutch .......scsccsssserseees single dry plate (10.5in) 
3600mm 
1865mm ; 

a As 848mm stensasssnararaeseseserecerserseeseecereeees INGependent 


Front overhang............::ssecsee 


GA ACI vac cv sees case vs centvensencentsnceeooseas 2.445-litre FROM toes qccesesesscassnscveredteentensseseess ocetvscenes torsion 
Max net power.............00 2bhp @ 3800rpm Re@afisstce..::--: .. semi-elliptic 
Max net torque.......... 158.6 Lbf ft @ 2200rpm Shock absorbe®s...........sccscsceseeees telescopic 


Blaupunkt stereo cassette play- 
er with four roof-mounted 
speakers. | would also question 
the wisdom of fitting a three- 
way lift-up ventilator - this 
could prove to be quite a dis- 
traction to certain passengers in 
stage-carriage work. 

Priced at £30,654 (full retail), 
the Renault Beaver with a sim- 
plified specification would rep- 
resent an attractive package for 
urban and rural midibus work. 


brown striped moquette. 


Iveco Ford 49.10 


WITH its turbocharged, 
direct-injection engine, 
generating 92bhp @ 


3800rpm, this variant is de- 
finitely a driver’s machine. 


The Iveco 2822 five-speed 
gearbox is very notchy, with 
close movement on the gear- 
change, and the 49.10 drives 
and handles like a motorcar. 


Steering is manual, but the 
49.10 with the Beaver body 
must be a good match as, both 
on the road and taking corners, 
the vehicle handled with light- 
ness and ease. 


Initial acceleration was slow- 
er than the Renault, taking 16.7 
seconds to reach 30mph. 


Iveco Ford 49.10 


full floating single reduction 


Braking System: 


Manual rack 


Suspension: 


The Renault Dodge S56 had 25 seats to eae carriage 
specification finished in an attractive fawn, orange and 


However, this is what one 
would expect when comparing 
a manual with an automatic 
box, and the Iveco built up to 


50mph in 48.5 seconds, only 6.5 
seconds behind the Renault 
automatic. The test vehicle held 
top gear comfortably at 27mph. 


The ride was comfortable, the 
torsion front and semi-elliptic 
rear suspension taking the 


bumps nicely, and roll and pitch 
was minimal. The driver's ride 
was comfortable, the test vehi- 
cle was fitted with an Isri driv- 
er's seat with a Chapman 
undercarriage. 

Driver's visibility is similar 
and is good with all the Beaver 
variants | tested. The side mir- 
rors are positioned slightly 
above eye level and the only 
real blindspots are the usual 
ones, caused by the windscreen 
pillars at either side. All instru- 
ments were in easy reach and 
dials clearly visible from the 
seated position. 


The Iveco Ford 49.10 was 
equipped to coach specifica- 
tion, with 21 high-back seats 
upholstered in a light grey mo- 
quette with orange and red cen- 
tre stripes. 


Leg room was _ plentiful, 
although the seat squabs were 
a little short. The seat backs had 
ashtrays fitted, and shallow par- 
cel racks were fitted at each side 
of the aisle. 


The vehicle would make an 
ideal operator's choice for dual- 
purpose stage-carriage with 
some private hire evening and 
week-end work. The test speci- 
fication vehicle was priced at 
£33,194 (full retail). 


Mercedes Benz 
609D 


THIS variant has undergone 


: 


Equipped with 21 high-back seats, leg room was plenti- 


ful on the Beaver-bodied 49.10. 


a full seven-day test and will 
be the subject of a fuller 
report later. 


However, as it completes the 
Beaver range a brief evaluation 
is set out here. 


It is powered by a four-litre 
Mercedes engine generating a 
maximum output of 88bhp @ 
2800rpm. Transmission — is 
through a_ five-speed _ syn- 
chromesh gearbox and a single- 
plate dry clutch. 


The vehicle is comparable in 


high-back coach seats and two 
tables situated either side of the 
aisle in the centre of the saloon. 


The seats were finished in a 
light grey moquette with attrac- 
tive centre stripes in three 
shades of blue. 


The light grey and blue 
striped moquette is repeated 


Certified for 25 seats, this 609D had 21 high-back coach 


ROAD TEST 


| s 


seats and two tables either side of the aisle. 


along the centre of the roof. The 
remaining interior trim is 
finished, on the sides and roof, 
with a charcoal grey corded 
carpet. 


A rear boot and interior parcel 
racks provide adequate luggage 
space for holiday feeder work 
and special interest extended 
tours. However, the rear boot 


Price/bus/standee/coach chart 


BUS 


means that the five rear seats 
are fitted slightly higher than 
the optimum for comfort. 


In addition to the standard 
Beaver specification, this vehi- 
cle is fitted with two lift-up roof 
vents and a Blaupunkt stereo/ 
cassette player. At this speci- 
fication, the vehicle has a full 
retail price of £33,194. 


standees/seats price price 


performance to the lveco and 
Renault variants, with an accel- 
eration of 0-30mph in nine 
seconds. However, the Mer- 
cedes achieves 50mph in 36 
seconds, beating its nearest riv- 


Iveco 49.10 7 21 £28,735 £31,095 approx 


Mercedes (609D per gvw) 


£31,290 25 £33,495 


(709D per gvw) 
8 25 


al, the Renault S56 automatic, 
by 5.7 seconds. 


While this represents an ex- 
tremely good result for a manu- 
al, at higher speeds the body on 
chassis only attains 67mph on 
the flat and loses speed and 
momentum rapidly on hills. 


Perhaps the 811D chassis, 
with a maximum net output of 
114bhp and torque rating of 280 
Ibf ft, would offer more to the 
more long-distance operator. 


In fact, Reeve Burgess has re- 
cently announced that a 33-seat 
Beaver is now available on the 
811D chassis. 


The vehicle is easy and com- 
fortable to drive, even over lon- 
ger distance runs, and the Mer- 
cedes facia layout and gear lev- 
er position brings instruments, 
dials and controls readily to 
hand. 


The power-assisted steering 
makes for light and positive 
handling, and the heavy-duty 
stabilisers on the telescopic 
shock absorbers create the con- 
ditions for a smooth and com- 
fortable ride. 


The test vehicle was certified 
for 25 seats but fitted with 21 


Dodge S56 


Wheelbase... 
Rear overhang .... 


Type MB OM 364 diesel, 4-cylinder, naturally 


Gearbox.. 


(auto & power steering) 
6 25 


Front overhang.........::cccseeee 


nies MB 5-speed G 2/27 
Chute yosccecs oes ccecsevessexsis single-plate dry clutch 


£30,570 


SPECIFICATION 


Mercedes Benz 609D 


Dimensions: 


MB power-assisted, re-circulating ball 


Suspension: ; 


aspirated ’ 

GAD ACE ors csn nes cccsccsscnsennzecsenieacenuversecserss 4-litre 

Max net output..............0. 88bhp @ 2800rpm 

Max net torque............... 196 Ibf ft @ 1400rpm 

Fit aa 
Rear .....cssceee 


biliser 


Braking System: 


aicabte Sed caxauitavs Hisavestestatia parabolic 
dda dcvswastustenseeedceassaniaes leaf spring 
Shock absorbers telescopic, heavy-duty sta- 


(not in build) 
25 £33,075 approx 


rigid stub axle 
..hypoid (3.27 ratio) 
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MAINTAINING 
SCHEDULES 
AND PROFITS 


A fast drive-through wash 
for buses and delivery vans 
with unrivalled cleaning 
and economy 


: — TONE 
Y7/ Zi KK NRO 
by 2 i a _ NN 


4 re = % 
rit ch zaeere MARR 


The Karcher RBD has been specifically designed and 
engineered to handle the daily cleaning demands of bus 
companies and delivery van fleets. 

A powerful cleaning action, coupled with astonishingly 
fast washing programmes unrivalled for cost effective- 
ness, ensure minimal schedule delays and lost sales - 


Its many plus benefits include: time. 


e 40 buses washed per hour. @ Reliable long-term operation. 

e Low water consumption. 

e Rugged construction and rapid installation. 

© Wheel buffers guide vehicle. 

© Diagonal layout ensures maximum wash in minimum time. 

@ Only high quality materials and durable parts are used in its’ construction. 


A CREDIT TO YOU - 


— a ee 


Please send me details of the Karcher Drive-Through Wash System | 


Ie INGINC ier Finca se cnucvaceavccsaranecetasessseursatsssasciitnasacsnscaseneius cbisévestasinessncese 


Karcher (UK) Ltd, Karcher House, Beaumont Road, 
Banbury, Oxon, OX16 7TB. Tel: (0295) 67511/59441 


a ae 
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ROAD TEST 


... TAKE THREE BEAVERS 


one 


ALTHOUGH slight variances in 
the performance levels of each 
chassis were discernable, each 
chassis would offer similar 
standards of operation if fitted 
with the same body specifica- 
tion. Differences in price largely 
reflect each variant’s interior 
specification. 

All three vehicles appear to 
be ideal choices, to the neces- 
sary specification, for either 
dual-purpose stage-carriage or 
private hire work. 

The Mercedes Benz 609D 
Beaver is a fine tool for local 
private hire work but is perhaps 
slightly underpowered for those 
tours and private hire duties 
that require long stretches of 


motorway cruising. 


Remove the boot and it be- 
comes an ideal choice for inten- 
sive urban stage carriage work. 
However, to maintain the 25- 
seat configuration, Reeve 
Burgess mounts the bus ver- 
sions of the Beaver on the 709D 
base vehicle to overcome con- 
straints on the gross vehicle 
weight. 


Reeve Burgess has developed 
a robust body with plenty of 
passenger appeal in both bus 
and coach form. Its availability 
on all major chassis in this mar- 
ket sector should ensure that 
the Beaver will be a common 
sight on British roads. 


TOP: The Mercedes’ facia layout and gear lever position 
brings instruments, dials and controls readily to hand. 
ABOVE: The practical lines of the Beaver are here seen 
to good advantage on the Mercedes 609D. 


Inan age of take-overs 
and mergers ItS reassuring 
to Know that there Is 
one company renowned for Its 
Strength, stability and independence. 
Witn acomprenensive 
Ous and coach product range, 
total back-Up, and at least 
1d years parts availlaiollity 


tnere can only be 
one choice 


In a word, 
Scania. 


BUSINESS 


HE problem of late 

payers for all those en- 

gaged in business has 
probably been around since 
time immemorial. 

However, in recent years the 
problem has reached such 
epidemic proportions that small 
business organisations of all 
types are now campaigning 
actively to try to make the Gov- 
ernment take action. 

In particular, the Forum of Pri- 
vate Business has been active in 
its efforts and has polled its 
members several times on the 
issue since 1984. 


It sees the small business sec- 
tor as being particularly hard hit 
and estimates around £60 bil- 
lion are owed in this sector. 


It also found the average 
small business currently has to 
wait around 2% months from 
the date of an invoice before 
payment is received. 


The CBI conducted a survey 
in 1985 among owner mana- 
gers showing more than 80 per 
cent complaining that late pay- 
ment problems were proving a 
burden both in terms of the ex- 
tra costs involved and in the 
time wasted seeking to recover 
debts. 

Ten per cent of businesses 


John McQueen with some sound 
financial advice for operators 


had suffered serious setbacks 
as a direct result of payment 
delays. And two thirds believed 
that standards of meeting pay- 
ment dates had declined over 
the past decade. 


Fits in minutes. 


workshop. 


Nomad Services 
Rotherham Road, 
Eckington, 
Sheffield $31 9FH. 
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\L/ NOMAD 


WH Drinks for Coach and Office 
NOMAD DRINKS DISPENSERS 


are easy to install — easy to plumb in and easy to 
transfer from coach to coach. 


NOMAD MINI HOSTESS 


with drinks machine and roomy top opening fridge. 


NOMAD IGLOO 


is the ideal combination of drinks dispenser and 
fridge for rear toilet top mounting. 


The 240v. ARISTOCUP or MINICUP for office or 


All use IN-CUP drinks on 24hr delivery. 


For all your coach and office requirements ask for: 


ROD BOYLAN 


MARK BRIDGEN 


ALLEXION NORTHERN LTD 


Tel: 0246 435801 


Because of this increasing 
pressure the Department of Em- 
ployment launched a voluntary 
code in May 1986 which offered 
guidance to both supplies and 
purchasers. The code was cal- 
led ‘Payment on Time’ and was 
supported by the CBI and many 
other bodies. 

However, there is no evi- 
dence that the code has im- 
proved the position and firms 
are still finding major problems 
regarding late payments. The 
problem is so great that the 
Government — in due course — 
may be forced to take some 
action. But in the meantime, 
businesses must learn to live 
with it. 

And many coach operators 
are often their own worst 
enemy when it comes to tack- 
ling the problem. The small 
business with limited financial 
capital is the most vulnerable to 
the effects of trading with cus- 
tomers who are persistent late 
payers. But there are sensible 
precautions that can be taken 
which will help solve this diffi- 
cult problem. 


Credit checks 

The secret is to trade, as far as 
is possible, only with those cus- 
tomers whose credit position is 
known to be sound and who are 
known to make payments of 
their invoices promptly. 

Every business should be 
constantly striving to attain this 
ideal type of trading rela- 
tionship. Though perfection can 
never be_ reached, those 
businesses that ignore this prin- 
ciple are taking unnecessary 
risks — and will one day pay the 
penalty. 

Many coach operators are 
generally aware of the need to 
obtain credit information before 
entering into larger contracts 


but too many rely solely on the 
practice of obtaining one or two 
trade references. 


This method of running a cre- 
dit check is fatally flawed as 
your potential trading partner 
will make sure he nominates 
someone he knows will provide 
a favourable reference. 


Even businesses with con- 
siderable cash flow problems 
have one or two creditors they 
have kept happy enough to pro- 
vide a good reference. 


What is needed is a much 
more useful way of running a 
credit check - and there are 
many cheap methods available. 
The surprising fact is how many 
businesses are unaware of the 
availability of these services. 

Around £25 will buy a de- 
tailed and easy to read report 
ona customer's credit standing. 
Companies like the famous Dun 
& Bradstreet will summarise a 
potential customer's financial 
stature, general standing, trad- 
ing performance and general 
credit worthiness. They obtain 
this information from a wide 
range of sources. 

Some coach operators do not 
bother with this sort of credit 
check because of the waiting 
factor involved. While they 
might want to check up on a 
large potential customer, they 
do not bother on smaller deals. 

Yet, these days, credit agen- 
cies generally have information 
stored in computers that can be 
made readily available at short 
notice. In fact, it can often be 
quicker to run a comprehensive 
credit check than to obtain a 
couple of trade references. 
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And these days small desk- 
top computers can be linked 
into credit agencies’ databases 
for just a few hundred pounds. 
This gives instant access to up- 
to-date credit information 
which enables businesses to 
make immediate credit deci- 
sions based on the latest in- 
formation. 

The sensible use of credit 
checks can, therefore, prove 
very useful in helping avoid the 
problems of late payment. 


Factoring 


The use of factoring services 
can also help. Factoring is a 
method by which a firm uses a 
factoring company to collect its 
bills. 


In return for a service charge 
the factoring company usually 
pays a business around 80 per 
cent of the value of its invoices 
immediately and charges in- 
terest on this until the invoices 
have been paid. 


The factoring company will 
do all the paperwork in connec- 
tion with the collection of debts 
and take court action if neces- 
sary. 


Factoring has never really got 
out off the ground in the UK 
though it does offer advantages 
to many firms. However, there 
still seems to be a_ stigma 
attached to the use of factoring 
services because of the implica- 
tion that the company using the 
service itself must have cash 
flow problems. 

But factoring may provide the 
solution for certain firms and 
coach operators should at least 
make themselves aware of the 


kind of factoring services 
around. 
Commercial cashflow 
systems 


A number of companies are 
currently promoting a commer- 
cial service to help in the collec- 
tion of debts. One that has re- 


cently been launched in the UK 
is the Unicol System 3. Unicol 
provides a readymade set of 
reminders that are sent out to 
debtors together with detailed 
instructions on the timing of 
these. 


The idea behind the service is 
that customers of a business 
will pay their accounts more 
promptly because they know 
you are using the services of an 
established credit collection 
agency and they claim their sys- 
tem is proving very effective. In 
the event that their system does 
not work they will also under- 
take to collect bad debts on a 
commission basis. 


Further details of the system 
can be obtained from Unicol 
System 3 Limited, 54-56 High 
Street, Harrow-on-the-Hill, Mid- 
dlesex, HA1 3LL. Tel. 01 423 
3355. 


Improve internal controls 


This is perhaps the most im- 
portant area in which a busi- 
ness can help itself to overcome 
the problem. Terms of trade 
should be made clear to all cus- 
tomers making it clear when 
payment of invoices should be 
made. 


Follow-up of unpaid accounts 
should be done on a regular 
basis and the monitoring of this 
aspect of a business should be 
given the highest priority. 


A system of written and tele- 
phone reminders should be de- 
signed and — more importantly 
- the system should then be 
operated as a matter of regular 
routine. The monitoring of out- 
standing accounts should be 
done on a daily basis wherever 
possible. 


Dealing with the big boys 

Despite all the Government's 
efforts it is often the large public 
companies — who are generally 
awash with cash - who can be 


among the slowest payers. 
Small businesses are often re- 
luctant to upset such large com- 
panies because they may be 
major customers. 


The solution to this problem 
is to make it particularly clear at 
the outset when accepting busi- 
ness from these large com- 
panies when you expect your 
invoices to be paid. 


Often delays in payment arise 
because they have separate 
accounts departments from 
those who do the ordering and 
snags arise over the transfer of 
paperwork from one depart- 
ment to the other. 


The long delays often experi- 
enced in receiving payment 
from these companies is often 
due to this sort of problem 
rather than a deliberate policy 
on the part of the company in- 
volved. 


There will also usually be 
some key person — perhaps in 
the accounts department — who 
can speed up payments. It will 
pay to keep in personal touch 
with that particular person and 
make sure they are made aware 
of your agreed terms. 


Such methods can help to 
effect speedier payments from 
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large companies without the 
need to upset the ordering de- 
partment who you wish to keep 


happy. 


Credit Insurance 

Though it is not possible to 
protect against the problems of 
late payers by the use of credit 
insurance, this can protect a 
coach operator against those 
payers who are unable to pay at 
all because they have gone 
bust. 


For very modest premiums 
either the whole turnover of a 
business or selected accounts 
can be covered against this 
problem. 

Insurance companies like the 
giant Trade Indemnity PLC are 
expert at providing this sort of 
cover and will usually pay out 
for 80 per cent of the losses 
sustained due to the inability of 
a client to pay. 

So, though there is no perfect 
answer to this persistent and 
growing problem of late payers, 
there are methods that will at 
least ease it. By using some or 
all of the suggestions outlined 
here the cash flow position of 
businesses can be helped. After 
all, the successful management 
of cash flow is crucial to the 
success of any business. 
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‘SBG: BREAK-UP 


THE Secretary of State for 
Scotland should decide to 
offer the Scottish Bus Group 
as a number of separate 
companies, and not as a 
single unit. 

Stewart Brown's arguments 
are based largely on sentiment. 
The Scots - and the Welsh - 
possess sentiment about their 
national heritage. 

The Scots have their whisky, 
kilts, bagpipes and haggis. The 
Welsh have their songs, rugby, 
leeks and beer, though not 
necessarily in that order. 

However, sentiment is not 
one of the attributes of the pre- 
sent Government. 

It is a remarkable trait of the 
Scots that, while they have 
travelled the world and made 
their mark in many other coun- 
tries, woe betide anyone who 
dares to meddle in Scotland 
and its affairs. 

The intent of the Transport 
Act 1985 is clear. Although it 
was a radical piece of legisla- 
tion, it sought to promote free 
market conditions. 

The Act reversed the course 
of previous legislation, which 
had fostered restrictive route 
licensing and large operating 
units. 

The 1985 Act set out to stimu- 
late competition by removing 
centralised planning and con- 
trol, so that the bus industry 
could respond to local traffic 
demand. 

As part of the process of 
reaching this objective, the Act 


TABLE ONE: 


London Buses 

PTC 

| Municpal/Regional 
NBC 

SBG 

(all major fleet) 


Independent 


Less Northern Ireland 
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NUMBER OF PSVs IN SERVICE AT END 1986 
UK TOTAL SCOTLAND REST OF UK 


5,219 - 5,219 
9.084 730 8,354 
5,154 875 4,279 
14,731 - 14,731 
3,353 3,353 - 
37,541 4,958 32,583 


30,288 
67,829 


SBG % of Scottish parc: 3,353 out of 8.633 = 38.8% 
NBC % of England/Wales parc: 14,731 out of 57,796 = 25.5% 


Source: principally Transport Statistics (Great Britain) 1976-1986 


Last week exiled Scot Stewart J Brown gave 
his view on the imminent sale of the Scottish 
Bus Group. This week another Scot, Doug 
Jack, gives his opinion, approaching the sale 
from a rather different standpoint. 


recognised that the structure of 
the bus industry had to be 
changed. Competition could not 
be fostered in an environment 
dominated by large nationally- 
owned bus companies. 

It is now almost a fact of his- 
tory that National Bus Company 
was broken down into smaller 
units. Many of the NBC com- 
panies have been bought by 
their management who would 
appear to be much more con- 
tent with control of their own 
companies. 

Admittedly, not all NBC sub- 
sidiaries were sold to their man- 
agers. That was usually be- 
cause outside bidders assessed 
those companies at a valuation 
higher than offered by the man- 
agers, even though the mana- 
gers had the inside track on 
information and a slight advan- 
tage in bidding. 

The sale of some NBC com- 
panies was complicated by the 
valuation of properties. The 
area occupied by a bus garage 
in the south-east of England can 
be a very substantial asset. 
There are only a handful of 
properties in the SBG portfolio 
which have commercial rede- 
velopment potential. 

There’s an old Scots saying 
that ‘Facts are chiels which win- 


3,675 26,613 


8,633 59,196 


1,400 


57,796 


na ding!’ Table One shows how 
public service vehicles were 
owned in the United Kingdom 
at the end of 1986. 

Deregulation started on Octo- 
ber 26 1986. Only four or five 
NBC companies were sold be- 
fore the end of that year. There- 
fore, national statistics at the 
end of 1986 are sufficiently 
accurate for this article. 

The facts are that, when the 
legislation became effective, 
NBC was considered to be a 
monopolistic threat in England 
and Wales, when owning just 
over 25% of the vehicles reg- 
istered. 

NBC has been broken down 
and sold in such a way that no 
one organisation owns more 
than two% of the PSVs reg- 
istered in England and Wales. 

In contrast, Scottish Bus 
Group is currently arguing that 
it ought to remain intact, when 
owning 38.8% of the Scottish 
PSV parc!! 

Even if SBG is broken down 
into its current constituent com- 
panies, the largest units, such 
as Central Scottish with around 
400 vehicles, will still have near- 
ly five% of the Scottish parc. 

Almost the entire SBG opera- 
tion has been nationalised since 
1949. One must have sympathy 
with lan Irwin and his col- 
leagues at SBG headquarters 
who have managed the group 
skilfully and met the demand of 
politicians of various shades. 

It must be soul destroying to 
put the effort into creating a 
successful enterprise under one 
political direction, only to see it 
torn apart under another. But, 
that is sentiment, and the pre- 
sent Government is not in the 
sentiment business. 

Quite apart from the disman- 
tling of NBC, the Government 
has also started making plans to 
break down London Buses into 
about five separate operating 
units, in preparation for de- 
nationalisation and disposal. 

Geographically, London is s 
fraction of the area of Scotland. 
Some of London’s longer bus 
routes will thread their way 
through the territory of three or 
four of the about-to-be-created 
London subsidiaries. 


Also, in London, there is a 
very high level of competition 
from the Underground and the 
suburban networks of British 
Rail. 

lf the Government is prepared 
to go to those lengths to stimu- 
late competition in London it is 
very hard to see how the Secret- 
ary of State for Scotland could 
possibly justify the sale of SBG 
as one unit. 

The 11 operating subsidiaries 
of SBG correspond very neatly 
with the nine mainland regions 
of Scotland. Kelvin, Central and 
Clydeside Scottish are all run- 
ning in the Strathclyde region. 

Otherwise Highland Scottish 
runs services in the Highland 
region, Strathtay Scottish in the 
Tayside region, and so on. 

It was as recently as 1985 that 
SBG re-arranged the seven 
operating subsidiaries which it 
had prior to that date, to create 
the present 11 companies and 
give a direct interface with the 
regions. 

To a large extent the operat- 
ing companies run within their 
respective regions though there 
are some joint commercially 
registered services into neigh- 
bouring regions. 

Also, Scottish Citylink runs a 
network of longer distance ser- 
vices, using vehicles supplied in 
Citylink colours by the various 
SBG subsidiaries. 

Operationally, compared with 
London, it would be very easy 
to break up SBG for sale as 
individual companies. 

In the short time since D-day, 
SBG has shown an aggressive 
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intention to extend its network. 
As Stewart Brown wrote last 
week, this has not been against 
established independent oper- 
ators who had been running 
services prior to deregulation. 


The main aggression by SBG 
came in the Glasgow area, 
where local SBG subsidiaries, 
ringing the city, put a large 
number of directly competitive 
services into the territory of 
Strathclyde PTE. 


Prior to the Act, SBG sub- 
sidiaries had run services from 
all around Glasgow into the city 
centre. There had been restric- 
tions on picking up and setting 
down passengers wholly within 
the city boundaries. 


After deregulation, the 
strategy was to open up routes 
across the centre of Glasgow, in 
direct competition with Strath- 
clyde. Over one hundred former 
London Buses Routemasters 
and around 40 minibuses were 
bought for the purpose. 


In fact, Strathclyde PTE put up 
a strong defence, based on a 
sound marketing strategy 
which was intended to make 
Glasgow passengers believe 
that they had a vested interest 
in the Strathclyde buses. 


One SBG subsidiary in the 
Glasgow area, Kelvin Scottish, 
lost out very heavily. At least 
one depot had to be closed and 
many surplus vehicles were 
sold. Other predatory SBG sub- 
sidiaries were able to cut back 
their operations without such 
drastic results. 


However, the lesson is clear 
and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland should consider it. If 
Strathclyde PTE had not suc- 
ceeded in fighting off SBG, the 
group would have become an 
even more dominant force in 
Scotland. 


One has to ask whether SBG’s 
predatory inclinations have 
ceased permanently, or 
whether they are being held in 
check while the Secretary of 
State decides how to privatise 
the group. 


One of the prevailing argu- 
ments in Scotland is that SBG 
should be sold only to Scottish 
owners. This seems to be parti- 
cularly illogical patriotic senti- 
ment, and for several reasons: 


1) There was no provision in 
the Transport Act 1985, or any 
subsequent condition of such a 
nationalistic nature, for the sale 
of NBC subsidiaries. In fact, a 
French company was for some 
time one of the front runners. 
There was no national outcry in 
England when Stagecoach of 
Scotland bought some NBC 
subsidiaries. 


2) The very active Scottish 
Development Agency is trying 
hard to attract English, Amer- 
ican, Japanese, and umpteen 
other nationalities to invest in 
Scotland. 


The SDA has been very suc- 
cessful, especially in some of 
the new high technology indus- 
tries. 


Those same industries create 
jobs, many of which need to be 
reached by bus services. 


Therefore it is hard to under- 
stand why there should be a 
different view on inward invest- 
ment in the Scottish Bus Group. 


3) SBG is a well-run profes- 
sional outfit. It should have no 
inferiority complex. Apart from 
the consistent records of pro- 
fitability, the standard of turn- 
out of vehicles, especially on 
express services, is of the high- 
est quality. 

4) One has to ask how many 
English companies are going to 
want to purchase SBG and/or its 
subsidiaries. 


Many people in the south of 
England feel it would be difficult 
to control a Scottish subsidiary 
from such a distance - the 
‘North of Watford’ attitude. 


Most Scottish operators are 
familiar with working down into 


England, but the converse is not 
so. 

The arguments about the spe- 
cial connection between SBG 
and the Scottish economy do 
not stand up. Figures recently 
released by the Central Statis- 
tical Office on productivity — 
output per head — showed that 
four Scottish regions (Gram- 
pian, Fife, Lothian and Borders) 
were among the highest in the 
United Kingdom. 


They were ahead of areas like 
Sussex, Kent, Essex and all but 
about a dozen English counties. 
What is more, none of the other 
Scottish regions came into the 
poorest category, unlike several 
parts of England and Wales. 


Another factor in favour of 
breaking up Scottish Bus Group 
is the human one. Already driv- 
ers at the Midland Scottish de- 
pot at Bannockburn want to 
take over their vehicles and ser- 
vices in a co-operative arrange- 
ment. 


No doubt, several of the man- 
agement teams in SBG sub- 
sidiaries would like to have the 
same opportunity as their ex- 
NBC counterparts, in bidding 
for their businesses. 


They would surely be much 
happier as significant sharehol- 
ders in their own fleets, com- 
pared with a very small slice, if 
any, in the total SBG concern. 


The management teams in 
the subsidiaries are caught in a 
classic dilemma. They must at 
present feel obliged to follow 
the corporate line of trying to 
persuade the politicians to sell 
SBG as one unit. They cannot 
break ranks and promote the 
case for separate sales. Bult, is it 
fair that they should be denied 
such an opportunity? 


The Secretary of State for 
Scotland has to reach a deci- 
sion, and has called the Edin- 
burgh-based merchant bankers, 
Quayle Monro, to advise him. 


With the next election four 
years away, that decision is not 
going to sway the voters, by 
1991 they will have other elec- 
toral issues on thier minds. 


No matter how highly he 
rates SBG and its management, 
the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land has to decide how best to 
achieve the objectives of the 
Transport Act 1985. 


The present structure of SBG 
is a threat to competition and a 
deterrent to anyone thinking of 


joining the fray. 

Compared with England, only 
a handful of operators have 
ventured into competitive ser- 
vices in Scotland after D-day. 

It takes courage and deter- 
mination to tackle an incumbent 
competitor with over 3,000 
vehicles at its disposal. 

Where competition has 
occurred since D-day, in Glas- 
gow, and in towns like 
Greenock and Dunfermline, the 
travelling public is enjoying the 
benefits which the Transport 
Act set out to provide. But, with 
its huge resources it is too easy 
for SBG to attempt to stifle com- 
petition. 

Perhaps the Secretary of 
State also ought to seek the 
views of regions. Because of the 
sparse population of much of 
the country, many routes need 
to be subsidised. Surely the re- 
gions would be happier work- 
ing with locally owned bus 
companies. 

There is also one other factor 
which has to be considered. As 
we have seen in recent weeks, 
the Common Market Commis- 
sioners have been taking a 
close look at arrangements 
which threaten to restrict com- 
petition. 

One such example was the 
acquisition of British Caledo- 
nian by British Airways. Even 
though each airline had exter- 
nal competition on practically 
every route, the Commissioners 
obliged British Airways to sur- 
render some B-Cal licences. 

The Common Market has two 
distinct attitudes to competi- 
tion. It is unwilling to intervene 
where a member government 
owns a monopolistic organisa- 
tion. 

On the other hand it takes an 
aggressively different view with 
privately owned companies. It 
is highly unlikely that the EEC 
would accept the denationalisa- 
tion of SBG as one unit. 

The Secretary of State for 
Scotland should have no hesita- 
tion in reaching a decision. He 
must stimulate competition for 
the benefit of the travelling 
public. 

He must give those mana- 
gers, who are able and willing 
to do so, the opportunity of bid- 
ding for their companies. 

Equally, he must have no fear 
about outside bidders who 
could pump new blood into 
parts of SBG. He must offer 
SBG for sale as separate com- 
panies. 


Crossroads, Anston, 
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LICENSING and LEGAL 


THE Court of Appeal has 
confirmed a ruling of the 
Employment Appeals Tri- 
bunal that the West Midland 
PTE should produce a sum- 
mary showing the number 
of white and non-white ap- 
plicants for the post of traffic 
supervisors, and how many 
of each group were 
appointed during 1984/1985 
(Coachmart, July 3 1987). 

The order was_ originally 
made by a Birmingham Indust- 
rial Tribunal following a com- 
plaint of racial discrimination by 
Mr Jaqwant Singh. 

Mr Michael Beloff, OC, for the 
PTE, argued that such statistical 
material was not relevant. The 
fact that coloured applicants 
had not been promoted in the 
past did not of itself prove racial 
discrimination. 

Dismissing the PTE’s appeal, 
Lord Justice Balcombe said Mr 
Singh had been employed by 
the PTE for some years as an 
inspector. 

He applied for promotion to 
senior inspector and, though 


MAINTENANCE problems 
have led to the licence held 
by Linkwise Travel Ltd, of 
North Walsham, being pre- 
maturely terminated to ex- 
pire at the end of January 
1989, with the number of 
vehicles authorised being 
reduced from eight to six. 

In his decision at a Cam- 
bridge public inquiry eastern 
traffic commissioner Brig Com- 
pton Boyd said it was the third 
inquiry concerning the mainte- 
nance of the company’s vehi- 
cles in five years though, on the 
last two occasions, no action 
was taken. 

From June 1986 until Decem- 
ber 1987 no less than six sepa- 
rate vehicles attracted immedi- 
ate prohibitions, for four of 
which there was no excuse. 

On the credit side, it was ob- 
vious from its record that the 
company could actually pro- 


32 


short-listed, was not appointed. 
He alleged he had been unlaw- 
fully discriminated against, the 
successful applicant being less 
qualified and less experienced. 

The issues were whether evi- 
dence that the PTE had or had 
not appointed any or many col- 
oured applicants in the past was 
material to the question of 
whether they had discriminated 
against Mr Singh, and whether 
the PTE ought to be ordered to 
produce material showing the 
percentage of successful col- 
oured applicants compared 
with the percentage of success- 
ful white applicants. 

Cases based on racial discri- 
mination had a number of spe- 
cial features. Firstly, the law had 
established that, if Mr Singh 
could show he had been treated 
less favourably than others in 
circumstances consistent with 
that treatment being based on 
racial grounds, an Industrial Tri- 
bunal should infer that it was on 
racial grounds, unless the PTE 
could show the contrary. 

Secondly, evidence produced 
in such cases was not required 


duce the goods from time to 
time. There was evidence of va- 
rious inspections where it got a 
satisfactory report, and the 
company was certainly not a 
‘back-street operator.’ 

The company’s premises 
were adequate and it had rec- 
ognised that part of the prob- 
lem was due to the lack of will 
or skill, or both, of some of its 
previous maintenance staff. 
They had been got rid of and a 
fitter employed who appeared 
to show more promise, and he 
was certainly being paid more 
money. 

The business was in profit 
and there was some evidence 
the company was getting rid of 
its older vehicles though, there 
were still vehicles of 1972, 1973 
and 1976 vintage, and that 
could be part of the problem. 

It was clear the company was 
really under pressure, said Brig 
Boyd. Over the last few years it 
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to show decisively that the em- 
ployer had acted on racial 
grounds, but to show a tenden- 
cy to prove the case. 

Thirdly, since discrimination 
involved an individual not being 
treated on his own merits but 
unfavourably as a member of a 
particular group, statistical evi- 
dence might establish a dis- 
cernable pattern which might 
give rise to an inference of dis- 
crimination against the group. 

Fourthly, if a practice was 
being operated against a group, 
in the absence of a a satisfac- 
tory explanation, it was reason- 
able to infer that the com- 
plainant, as a member of the 
group, had himself been treated 
less favourably on grounds of 
race. 


Fifthly, there was an 
approved practice for em- 
ployers in such cases to provide 
evidence of a non- 
discriminatory attitude which 
could be accepted as having re- 
levant force and, in consequ- 
ence, any evidence of a discri- 
minatory attitude would also 
have a relevant effect. 


had gone from a high, or a 
satisfactory standard, to some- 
thing that was nothing short of 
disgraceful. 

However, because he 
thought there was still light at 
the end of the tunnel, he was 
not going to revoke the licence, 
something which he had had in 
mind when he had reviewed 
the history prior to the hearing. 

He would allow the company 
to retain its licence provided it 
had its vehicles inspected by an 
outside contractor once every 
two months. 

He understood there was 
more than one firm the com- 
pany wished to deal with. He 
was quite happy with that, but 
he would require to see con- 
tracts with the firms concerned 
within 14 days. 

The licensing system was to 
a large extent based on trust. 
There were 25,000 goods vehi- 
cle operators and 750 bus oper- 


Sixthly, the suitability of 
candidates for posts was rarely 
measured objectively and, if 
there were evidence of a high 
percentage rate of failure to 
achieve promotion by members 
of a particular racial group, that 
fact might indicate a conscious 
Or unconscious racial attitude 
by employers. 

Lord Justice Balcombe said 
relevant evidence was evidence 
that made the matter that re- 
quired proof more or less prob- 
able. Accordingly, the court was 
satisfied that the _ statistical 
material was relevant. 

However, relevance was not 
the only ingredient. The ulti- 
mate test was whether the evi- 
dence was necessary for a fair 
disposal of the case. 

Ordering the evidence to be 
produced might be oppressive 
if the effect would require the 
PTE to embark on a course 
which would unreasonably add 
to the cost and the length of the 
case. 

However, the court agreed 
with the conclusion of the Em- 
ployment Appeals Tribunal. 


Linkwise licence prematurely term 


ators in his area. He could not 
have vehicle examiners running 
around every 10 minutes check- 
ing up on operators. 

The system was based on 
trust and that trust was re- 
vealed in the declarations an 
operator made. The company 
had let that system down, there 
was no question of that. 

There was still a question 
mark in his mind over the abil- 
ity of the company to keeps its 
vehicles in a fit and roadworthy 
condition. He was not satisfied 
it could look after eight vehi- 
cles, so he was reducing the 
licence to six. 

He was also cutting the dura- 
tion to give a probationary 
period to see how things work- 
ed out with the new fitter and 
the outside contractors. 

Brig Boyd said he would 
arrange for the company’s vehi- 
cles to be inspected again in six 
to nine months. If that proved 
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Is determined 


A TRAFFIC Regulation Con- 
dition, which — effectively 
controls the way ‘Hoppa’ 
minibus services are oper- 
ated by United Automobile 
Services Ltd, has been de- 
termined by north eastern 
traffic commissioner, Mr 
Frederick Whalley, following 
complaints about the con- 
duct of the company’s mini- 
bus drivers. 

Cleveland County Council 
had requested a Traffic Regula- 
tion Condition prohibiting the 
operation of local services on 22 
roads in the Rift House Estate, 
Fens Estate and Seaton Carew, 
and prohibiting the operation of 
hail and ride services on a.furth- 
er 10 roads in the Owton Manor 
Estate, the Rift House Estate 
and Croft-on-Hough, at a Hartle- 
pool public inquiry. 

The commissioner was told 
United had introduced three 
minibus services, operating on 
a 10-minutes frequency, follow- 
ing deregulation, and that the 
county’s request was based on 


complaints from residents of 


the various estates. 


inated 


satisfactory, he would favour- 
ably consider an application for 
an increase in the number of 
vehicles. 


That might just be in time for 
the company to capture the 
summer trade, or it might not. 


The company’s feet were on 
the slippery slope and he was 
hoping it recovered its balance. 
It was up to the company to 
recover, so that the size of its 
fleet matched its aspirations. 


If the company appeared at a 
fourth inquiry, said Brig Boyd, it 
would have tied his hands be- 
hind his back, and he would 
have to seriously consider re- 
voking the licence. He sug- 
gested the company tell its 
drivers and the fitter that its 
licence had been seriously at 
risk and that perhaps their 
livelihoods in the future were at 
stake. 


Doctor John Sugden, a group 
engineer employed by the 
county, produced two petitions 
containing 2,210 signatures and 
23 letters of complaint. He said 
the roads the minibus services 
operating over were 5.2 metres 
wide, in one case narrowing to 
4.8 metres over a 120-metre 
stretch. The width recom- 
mended by the Department of 
Transport was 6.75 metres. 

Questioned by Mr Michael 
Waller, for United Automobile, 
Doctor Sugden agreed that 
numerous different types of 
vehicles, such as refuse wagons 
and delivery vans, used the 
roads concerned. 

Mr John Leigh, a resident of 
the Fens Estate, claimed to be 
speaking on behalf of 1,400 resi- 
dents. He showed video films of 
the minibus operating over the 
estate roads which, he said, had 
90-degree bends. 

He had observed drivers 
smoking while driving and 
speeding. When he had spoken 
to one driver, telling him that 
what he was doing was danger- 
ous, he had been told to ‘mind 
his own bloody business.’ 

He had also seen a driver 
Open a newspaper and put it 
across the steering wheel while 
the minibus was moving. 

In reply to Mr Waller, Mr 
Leigh agreed he was very much 
opposed to buses using the 
Fens Estate. He agreed the 
video did not show any other 
vehicles being inconvenienced 
and that the roads did not 
appear to be very busy. 

He disagreed that was typical, 
saying the video had been shot 
during off-peak times. 

Mr Leigh said that, when he 
telephoned United, the manag- 
ing director had refused to 
speak to him. He had spoken to 
a Mr Elphee, who refused to 
give him any technical informa- 
tion about the buses. 

He was told the company 
needed to operate bus services 
at a profit, which he and the 
other residents took to mean 
that profit was the main motive 
and safety was secondary. 

United had been totally unco- 
operative and he had realised 
they were going to run the ser- 
vices ‘come hell or high water’. 

He agreed he had not com- 
plained to the company about 
drivers speeding or the news- 


paper incident. 

Questioned by Mr Whalley, 
Mr Leigh said he did not believe 
the streets were suitable for the 
kind of services being run on 
them. The bulk of the com- 
plaints related to drivers not 
adhering to traffic regulations. 

Following a site visit, Mr 
Whalley said he had observed 
minibuses exceeding the statu- 
tory speed limit and doing 
things not expected of PSV driv- 
ers, such as going through traf- 
fic lights at the last minute. 

The South Loop service was 
timetabled at 33 minutes, and 
the minibus he had travelled in 
had taken 30 minutes and 10 
seconds without passengers 
being picked up and set down. 

On the North Loop journeys 
were timetabled at 25 minutes 
and the trial run had taken 14 
minutes. The Carew service was 
timetabled at 32 minutes and 
the trial run had taken 34 mi- 
nutes. 

The Fens service was timet- 
abled at 34 minutes and the trial 
run had taken 36 minutes. 
Clearly the timings were too 
tight and drivers were under 
pressure to maintain the timet- 
ables. 

Mr K Hair, a resident of Sea- 
ton Carew, said the operation of 
the services was fraught with 
danger, as there were some 250 
children on his estate. 

There had been an accident 
outside his house involving a 
minibus, and he was aware of 
other accidents that had 
occurred. 

He had seen minibuses re- 
versing, and the company was 
‘playing Russian roulette’ with 
the lives of the children on the 
estate. 

Mr D C Elphee, United's di- 
visional manager, said the com- 
pany had received letters and 
petitions supporting the ser- 
vices. It operated some 80 mini- 
bus services over similar routes 
over the whole of its area. 

Trial runs had been made 
prior to the commencement of 
the services and average times 
had been taken for the timet- 
ables. 

There was sufficient recovery 
time built in to enable the ser- 
vices to be re-timed. The routes 
in question had been examined 
with considerable care prior to 
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the commencement of the ser- 
vices. 

Initially, some congestion 
was caused by the deliberate 
parking of cars to obstruct the 
minibuses, but that had been 
resolved, following police in- 
tervention. 

The company felt it reason- 
able to operate hail and ride 
services for the convenience of 
passengers. 

The accident referred to by 
Mr Hair had been a minor inci- 
dent which had not resulted in 
any insurance claim. 

He agreed duplicates were 
used at peaks and that, if the 
schedules were adhered to on 
the Seaton Carew service, mini- 
buses should not have to pass 
one another on estate roads. 


Mr Whalley said he had been 
inconvenienced that morning, 
when he had gone over the 
routes in a private car, but Mr 
Elphee denied danger was 
being caused to the public. 

He said parked cars were as 
much to blame for any incon- 
venience to other road users. 


He felt that most of the prob- 
lems could be resolved by utilis- 
ing recovery time. The drivers 
had been instructed to be ex- 
tremely careful and were not 
under any pressure to speed. 


He admitted that, at present, 
they could be under some 
pressure to make up time. He 
denied the services had been 
introduced to ‘steal passengers’ 
from other bus operators. 


Handing in a petition in sup- 
port of the services, a Mrs 
Smith praised their friendliness, 
regularity and convenience. 
She said she had not seen any 
dangerous picking up or mini- 
buses parking at road junctions. 


Police Superintendent O’Con- 
nor said the introduction of hail 
and ride services had led to 
some conflict with members of 
the public. There had been four 
accidents involving minibuses, 
but they had been of an ex- 
tremely minor nature. 


He recommended minibuses 
should stop at least 15 feet 
away from any road junction. 


For the county, Mr P Bramhall 
said buses had been introduced 
into densely populated areas 
where they had never been be- 
fore. There was a catalogue of 
bad driving, with instances of 
minibuses mounting grass 
verges and cutting corners. 


The road had never been con- 
structed for such traffic. Road 
safety was being neglected by 
the company, and the services 
were causing inconvenience 
and severe congestion on the 
estates. 
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The problem could escalate if 
the commissioner rejected the 
county’s request, as other bus 
operators would wish to follow 
United’s example. 

Mr Waller said it was surpris- 
ing, if the county was saying the 
roads were unsuitable, that 
Cleveland was subsidising simi- 
lar services in Stockton and 
Guisborough. 


The police had been taken 
round the routes before the ser- 
vices started and had expressed 
no objection. There was no evi- 
dence of danger or severe traf- 
fic congestion. 


The only evidence was of 
temporary inconvenience to 
some road users. A bus oper- 
ator was only successful if it 
provided services that people 
wanted. 


Though the company did not 
wholeheartedly accept all the 
allegations, it was admitted 
some fine tuning was required. 


The attention of its staff 
would again be drawn to the 
necessity to drive safely within 
the speed limit, and to give due 
consideration to parking. 


Mr Whalley said many of the 
matters the county based its 
case on were caused by a poor 


PROSECUTIONS brought be- 
cause of the involvement of 
an under-age driver in an acci- 
dent, resulted in Mr R J Cook, 
trading as Brownriggs of 
Egremont, being given a con- 
ditional discharge for 12 
months for a series of off- 
ences, when he appeared be- 
fore the Whitehaven Magis- 
trates. 


Mr Cook denied using a 
minibus without insurance. 
He admitted using it when 
not authorised on his PSV 
operators licence, with an 
over-inflated tyre and when 
driven by an _ unqualified 
driver. 

The driver, Mr Julian Swan, 
admitted careless driving, us- 
ing the vehicle without insur- 
ance and driving it while dis- 
qualified by age. He was fined 
£75. Both Mr Cook and Mr 
Swan were ordered to pay 
£15 prosecution costs. 


Mr Michael Caine, prosecut- 
ing, said 19-year-old Mr Swan 
had been travelling with a 


standard of driving by the com- 
pany’s minibus drivers. 

Assurances had now been 
given that appropriate mea- 
sures would be taken to im- 
prove the situation. If these im- 
provements were not forthcom- 
ing, he would take action him- 
self. 


He was satisfied the county’s 
own powers to impose a Traffic 
Regulation Order were not suffi- 
ciently flexible to address the 
matters that needed to be co- 
vered. 


The problems to be dealt with 
were that the speed of the vehi- 
cles was too high for residential 
roads, the frequency of the ser- 
vices was not sufficient to pre- 
vent the bunching of vehicles or 
vehicles passing one another, 
and vehicles stopping to allow 
passengers to board or alight at 
points where danger could 
arise. 


A Traffic Regulation Condi- 
tion was required, but not one 
as extensive as sought by the 
county. It was not necessary to 
completely ban services from 
the roads in question, or to 
place a blanket restriction on 
hail and ride, particularly as it 
had been very welcome to the 
old and disabled. 


Operator admits crash 
driver was unqualified 


group of YTS workers, when 
he failed to control the 10- 
seater minibus on a bend, the 
vehicle going out of control 
and ending up in a field. 


Fortunately the passengers 
only received minor injuries. 
When the minibus was in- 
spected, the off-side front tyre 
had a pressure of 42 Ibs per 
square inch as opposed to the 
manufacturer's recommenda- 
tion of 24 Ibs per square inch. 


Defending, Mr John Back- 
house said Mr Cook held a 
licence for 22 vehicles, operat- 
ing a number of minibuses on 
local services. 

It was his practice to train 
young drivers by using non- 
PSV minibuses until such 
time they were able to pass 
their PSV driving test. 

Mr Cook had unfortunately 
wrongly believed that it was 
the number of passengers, 
rather than the number of 
seats, which governed 
whether a vehicle was a pub- 
lic service vehicle or not. 


. ... Ininibuses TRC is determined 


Consequently, Mr Whalley 

imposed a condition with five 
elements: 
1) The combined frequency of 
any or all local services, includ- 
ing duplicates, shall not exceed 
six journeys per hour in each 
direction. 


2) The timetables of the ser- 
vices shall ensure that, after 
allowing for boarding and 
alighting time, no vehicle need 
exceed 20 mph at any point. 


3) Hail and ride operation shall 
be confined to those sections of 
route where there are no recog- 
nised bus stops. 


4) Where hail and ride is in op- 
eration, no vehicle shall stop to 
allow passengers to board or 
alight where danger or conges- 


tion might result; where any 
form of stopping, waiting or 
loading _ restriction applies; 
within 15 metres of any road 
junction where the position of 
parked vehicles would restrict 
the free flow of traffic or might 
obscure pedestrians crossing 
the road. 


5) No vehicle operated on local 
services on the affected roads 
shall exceed 23 feet in length 
overall, and seven feet one inch 
wide. 


All he had needed to do in 
this case was to remove one 
pair of seats and the opera- 
tion would have have been 
perfectly legal. 

Mr Backhouse said that Mr 
Cook’s insurance company 
had written to say that, 
though they were entitled to 
repudiate liability, they re- 
garded the breach = and 
charges brought as being of a 
technical nature and they 
would be prepared to grant 
indemnity for the accident. 

He argued that Mr Swan 
could not be disqualified from 
driving by the reason of his 
age as, if that was so, he 
could never pass a PSV driv- 
ing test to enable him to drive 
PSV minibuses between the 
ages of 18 and 21. 

In reply, Mr Caine main- 
tained Mr Swan was disqual- 
ified by reason of his age until 
such time as he passed a PSV 
driving test. 

The magistrates convicted 
Mr Cook of using the vehicle 
without insurance. 


177-205 FINNESTON STREET 
GLASGOW 041-204 2828 


SMT 


BUS & COACH 
— DIVISION— 


NEW COACHES 


DAF SB2305 DHS Van Hool Alizee DH, full spec including double glazing, demountable toilet, 51 recliners. 
DAF SB2305 DHS, Duple 340 SL, 57 recliners, provision for toilet, bunk, etc. 
DAF MB230 LB Plaxton Paramount 3500, two star, 53 recliners, provision for toilet, bunk, etc. 


NEW HESTAIR DUPLE 425 INTEGRAL 
with DAF and Cummins L10 engines 
Available NOW from stock. Part exchanges welcome. 


USED VEHICLES 


VOLVO 

* * (D) 1987 SOLD 'ON 3500, 49/53 recliners, 
demountable: 4“ ®=*Lt, new MoT, in near new condition. 
* * (D) 1987 B10M PLAXTON 3500, 49/53 recliners, 
demountable centre toilet, new MoTs. Choice of 3. 

(W) 1980 B58 F [D'53 seats, power door, MoT. 

(V) 1980 B58 PSOLD” recliners, toilet, MoT. 


LEYLAND 

(X) LEYLAND TIGER, 44 recliners, Plaxton Supreme IV, toilet, 
servery, fridge, tv, video boxes, wiring for coffee machine. 
New MoT. 

(X) LEYLAND LEOPARD Dominant IV, 57 seats, power door, 
new MoT. 


BEDFORD 

(C) 1986 BEDFORD YNT Paramount 3200, 53 seats, 
(exceptional condition), MoT. 

(A) 1984 BEDFORD Contour, 49 recliners, toilet, wired for 
tv/video, coffee machine, MoT. 

(V) 1980 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton, 53 seats, choice of 2. 
(V) 1980 BEDFORD NJM Plaxton, 41 seater, new MoT. 
(W) 1981 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton, 53 seats. 


FORD 
(X) FORD 1SOLD 1, 35 seats. 
(T) FORD R1114 Duple Dominant, 53 seats. Offers. 


NEW AND USED MINIBUSES 
NEW SHERPA, 22 seat luxury minicoach, power door. 


DAF Bus 
SR 


(D) 1987 VW LT35, 15 seat minibus, non PSV. 
(A) 1983 BEDFORD CF, 16 seater, MoT applied for. 


DAF Oe 
(X) 1982 DAF POWERED BOVA EUROPA, 52 recliners, power (C) 1986 CAETANO VIANA, 21 seater, luxury minicoach, new 


door etc, MoT. 
(V) 1980 DKTL PLAXTON, 50 recliners, demountable toilet, 
new MoT. 


MoT. 
(T) 1978 FIAT HARWIN, 24 seater minicoach. 


After hours 
DAN CONNOR 031-339 3887 (East) 
JOHN LEITCH 0357 21888 (West) 


TRADES DESCRIPTION ACT - in this list we quote the year of registration and not necessarily 
the year of manufacture. 


GRAHAM MARTIN (Bus & Coach Sales) 


KING STREET 
MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE, CW10 9EA 


M6 exit Junction 18, A54 2 miles from motorway 


TELEPHONE: DAY OR NIGHT 
MIDDLEWICH (060 684) 3476-3658 


BEDFORDS 
1974 BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant, 53 seats. Choice of 2. 
1973 BEDFORD Willowbrook, 45 seater, MoT April ‘88. 

Lae BEDFORD YRQ Duple Viceroy, 45 seats, good condition, class 
5 MoT. 


BRISTOLS 
1974 BRISTOL RELH, Leyland 680, ECW coach body, 49 seats, MoT 
6/5/88. 

1974 BRISTOL RELH, Leyland 680, ECW coach body, 49 seats, MoT 
9/2/88. 


DOUBLE DECKERS 
1976 BRISTOL VRT, MCW, 75 seats, new MoT. 

1972 DAIMLER FLEETLINE, ECW body, all with MoT. Choice of 6. 
1970 BRISTOL VRT, Gardner engine, ECW, 70 seats, choice of 6. 
1971 BRISTOL VRT, Gardner engine, ECW, 70 seats, choice of 3. 


SERVICE BUSES 

1973/74/75/76 LEYLAND NATIONALS, 48/49/52 seats, some with new 
MoTs. 

1973/74 LEYLAND LEOPARD 680, manual gearbox, Alexander body, 
53 seats, choice of 4. 

1972 BRISTOL RELL Service type, 52 seats, ECW bodies, all with 
MoT. Choice of 5. 


1983. LEYLAND LEOPARD, 
12m, 680 Semi-auto, Duple 


Dominant II, 57 seats, Webasto 
heating. New MoT. One only. 


1982 LEYLAND LEOPARD, 680 
Semi-auto, ECW body, 49 
seats, Webasto, good MoT. 
Choice of 2. 


SMALL SERVICE BUSES 
1976 BRISTOL LH, Leyland 401 super-plus engine, ECW body, 43 seats, 
good MoT. 


OPENING FOR VIEWING AT WEEKENDS 
“TRADES DESCRIPTIONS ACT” “We quote the year of the registration not the year of manufacture” 


“All prices subject to VAT” 
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TOURISM 


ABOVE: Map showing 
location of the ‘English 
Riviera’. 

LEFT: Small boats fill the 
harbour at Torquay. 


Dya into Torbay 

Di: first thing you 

notice is ... hotels — 
hundreds of them. 

In fact, according to Torbay 
Tourist Board chairman, 
Councillor Leonard Blogg, one 
of many people | talked at the 
workshop: ‘There are 1200 
registered hotels in the Torbay 
area, which has a population of 
117,000.’ 

Furthermore, the tourism 
industry in this area has an 
annual turnover of £210 million. 
One in three of Torbay’s 35,000 
jobs relates to tourism. 

So what does this mean to 
the coach operator looking fora 
suitable excursion destination? 
Well, clearly it must be good 
news for, with that many hotels, 
competition must be very 
healthy, particularly at off-peak 
times. 

Prices are noticeably lower at 
this time of year than those in, 
for example, an average inland 
English provincial city. And 
while | could quote any amount 
of rates and tariffs from the 
literature | picked up at the 
workshop the word is ‘shop 
around, and be prepared to 
negotiate.’ 

Hoteliers | spoke to talked of 
increased competition leading 
to higher specification and 
levels of comfort, for example, 
en suite facilities, while, at the 
same time, some claimed that 
some coach operators pitched 
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Following the success of the Torquay Hotels 

Association's ninth annual Coach Operators’ 

Workshop held in the resort recently (Coach- 
mart March 25), Frank Forster takes an in- 
depth look at ‘The English Riviera’, perhaps 

better known to some as Torbay, which com- 
prises the resorts of Torquay, Paignton and 

Brixham. 


their prices too high, resulting 
in a failure to fill seats. 

Yet business is still very 
healthy. At the workshop much 
of the business concerned 
booking for 1989. One hotelier 
whose hotel | visited told me of 
an operator thrusting a £500 
deposit into his hand and 
wanting to book every spare 
room for periods in 1989. 

This same hotel, offers live 
entertainment, cabaret nights 
and dancing in the hotel, sauna 
and solarium, two badminton 
courts, two licensed bars, two 
lounges, colour TV in all 
bedrooms, mostly en suite 
rooms, heated swimming pool, 
evening snack bar, four-course 
evening meal with choice of 
menu and coach parking. 

It is within easy reach of the 
sea and Torquay Harbour, is 
recommended by the Torquay 
Hotels Association, the AA and 
RAC. Yet, for the 1989 season its 
rates per person for seven 
nights are as low as £63 in April 
(and that’s before negotiating) 


rising to £90 in late August. 
Four nights in April costs £42 
and mini weekends in April, 
May, September and October 
£30. 

Your guess is as good as 
mine, therefore, as to how well 
you will fare if trying to book 
accommodation for this year 
but I’m sure a call to the hotel 
associations listed at the end of 
this article will produce results. 

So why is this area obviously 
so popular and able to support 
so many hotels? Well firstly, 
there are not that many places 
in the British Isles where palm 
trees and other exotic plants 
can be seen growing in 
abundance, lining the streets 
and parks. 

Without doubt, the climate is 
milder and the area more likely 
to get the sun than most. Hence 
the ‘English Riviera’ tag. In 
February alone this year the 
area recorded 130 hours of 
sunshine. 

Unfortunately, on the 
weekend | was there it rained 


If you ever plan 
to motor wes 


for much of the time. Even the 
English Riviera, it seems, 
cannot compete with 
Mediterranean climes. Indeed, 
the area’s many hoteliers are 
not just in competition with 
each other. 

This has resulted in the need 
for a much more aggressive 
marketing strategy in recent 
years. The area needs to make 
people aware of its many 
attractions, of which the climate 
is only one. 

Peter Travis, of Travis Dale 
and partners, the area’s 
advertising whiz kid, speaking 
at the operator’s workshop, said 
the area had ‘one of the most 
attractive, sophisticated and 
best hotel infrastructures of any 
resort in the British Isles.’ But 
this did not stop a booking crisis 
hitting the area in the summer 
of 1982. 

The marketing men stepped 
in and now confidence appears 
to have returned. The other 
thing about the tour market, 
said Travis, was that it ‘is one of 
the most dynamic and rapidly 
changing on the British scene.’ 

The high season was 
declining, said Travis, although 
it was still a very big market. 
More people had the money to 
take a second or even third 
holiday out of the main season. 
The short breaks market had 
become a very attractive one for 
resorts like those in the English 
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LATE SEASON AND PROGRAMS 
WINTER HOLIDAYS 1988-1989 
September and October 1988 
AUSTRIAN TIROL 
Hotel Alpenhof, Aurach Nr Kitzbuhel 5 nts £69 H.B. 

7 nts £86 H.B. 
GERMANY - RHINE/MOSEL VALLEY ra iE a 0 
Various hotels at Bad Salzig, Bernkastel, 2 nts from £49 HB. et 
Boppard, Bremm, Cochem, Trier. 5 nts from £105 H.B. Jn AssociaGon will: 
ITALIAN ADRIATIC COAST a 


RIMINI/CATTOLICA - various hotels available. 


September 1988 to April 1989 
FRANCE - COTE D’AZUR 5 nts from £64 B.B. 


3 star Hotel des Orangers, Cannes. 5 nts from £107 H.B. 


SPAIN - COSTA DORADA, COSTA BRAVA 


Various hotels at Salou, Lloret de Mar. 7 nts from £65 F.B. 


SKIING PACKAGE 
ITALY - DOLOMITES 


Hotels at Andalo and Molveno. Package consists of 7 nts full board accommodation at 3 star hotels. 2 hrs ski-school 
for 6 days, ski-hire, boot hire, ski lift passes. 


7/1 to 4/2/89 — £198 
4/2 to 25/2/89 — £214 
25/2 to 25/3/89 — £206 
25/3 to 1/4/89 — £225 
1/4 to 8/4/89 — £208 


N.B ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE RETURN FERRY CROSSINGS, V.A.T. AND ALL ROOMS AT HOTELS 
WITH EN-SUITE PRIVATE FACILITIES. 


The above mentioned items are only a few of the available ‘Super Deals.’ We have 
accommodation available throughout Europe and Scandinavia — Our service is unbeatable, 
our range superb, and our prices are excellent value. Contact us now for your individual 
requirements — whether for one tour of any size to a series of long stay tours. Christmas 
Shoppers, City Tours, Mini Breaks in January and February 1989 from £15 p.p. inc. ferry 
and one night bed and breakfast accommodation - NOW AVAILABLE. 


19 PARK STREET, BATH, AVON BAI 2TE 
Telex: 444261 CHARTS G 
Telephone: 0225 (Sales — 338909) (Operations — 338859) 


INTERNATIONAL (Accounts — 337069) 


TOURISM 


Holidaym- 
akers 
surround 
the statue 
of William 
Il of 
Orange at 
Brixham. 


> 
Riviera. 

Travis claims that in 1987 The 
English Riviera became 
Britain's number one holiday 
resort, taking over from 
Blackpool as far as numbers of 
visitors are concerned. 

Looking to the future, the 
strategy is to ‘carry on 
investing.’ Indeed, | saw much 
activity in the way of new 
building projects, including a 
new shopping centre going up 
in Torquay. 

This is one of many 
improvements planned for 
Torquay, Paignton and 
Brixham. And many of these are 
part of a Tourism Development 
Action Programme (TDAP) 
planned for the area operated 
by the various tourist boards 
and local authorities. 

The £250,000, three-year 
programme is called ‘English 
Riviera 2000’ and aims to 
increase its share of all the 
growth sectors in tourism, such 
as second holidays and short 
breaks, as well as consolidating 
the traditional long-stay holiday 
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Scenes from two of the area’s miniature attractions — the model village at Babbacombe and Silvers Model Circus. 
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market. 

Some projects such as 
Torquay’s English Riviera 
Centre, a multi-million pound 
development combining 
conference and business 
facilities with a leisure pool, 
squash courts and health suite, 
are already complete. 

Others are due to open soon, 
Paignton’s Goodrington Leisure 
Complex, for example. 

At Brixham Harbour a 500- 
berth marina and harbourside 
residential complex is being 
built. 

Also planned for the area are 
a championship golf course and 
a theme park, and 
improvements to all coach 
stations. 

Although the English Riviera 
is officially one area, it 
encompasses 22 miles of 
coastline packed with 18 
beaches and secluded coves 
and its three resorts each have 
their own distinct characters. 

Torquay, the busy 
international resort; Paignton, 
more of a family holiday town; 


and Brixham, a quaint attractive 
port which still thrives on 
fishing. 

For walkers the Torbay 
coastpath stretching from 
Maidencombe Beach in the 
north to Sharkham Point in the 
south provides a trail of ever- 
changing views. 

The area is well used by 
lovers of water sports. Special 
parts of Torbay are given over 
entirely to windsurfers and 
water skiers. 

Holidaymakers can, of 
course, use one as a base and 
enjoy the others as they wish. 
The countryside inland is 
another alternative. 

Dartmoor, dramatic at any 
time of year, is especially so in 
late summer when the heather 
blooms. 

Here also is the Dartmoor 
Wild Life Park and West Country 
Falconry Centre, where you can 
see lions, tigers, bears and 
many other animals. 

Other attractions worth a visit 
are the National Shire Horse 
Centre at Dunstone, which 
offers parades of magnificent 
Shire horses three times a day; 
and the Butterfly Centre at 
Buckfastleigh, which has 
butterflies flying free under 
cover among tropical 
vegetation. 

This is part of the 
Buckfastleigh Steam and 
Leisure Park and can be reached 
by steam engines which 
connect with BR services at 
Totnes. 

Silverlands at Chudleigh 
features more than 100 tiny 
moving figures in Silvers Model 
Circus. Models are also used to 
illustrate Devon folklore and 
favourite fairy tales, and there is 
free coach parking. 

The Totnes Motor Museum 
houses an impressive private 
collection of vintage sports and 
racing cars. 

Bowden House, one mile 
from Totnes and six miles from 
Torbay, houses the British 
Photographic Museum as well 
as being a historic, and lived-in, 
family home. Tours are 
conducted by guides in 18th 
century costume. There is a 
split-level museum complex, 
which houses a licensed cafe, 


and gift shop. 

The Sidmouth Festival, the 
34th International Festival of 
Folk Arts, will be held from July 
29 to August 5. 

Badger’s Holt at Dartmeet is 
an unspoilt place of real charm 
22 miles from Torquay worth a 
trip out to. Based on an old 
fishing lodge, there is ample 
parking, licensed restaurant, 
and no charge for drivers/ 
couriers, who have waitress 
service in their own room. 

Torquay has a style of its 
own. The palm trees and other 
exotic plants in its parks and 
gardens give the town a distinct 
appeal that is complemented by 
a colourful harbour and the 
dipping hilly green countryside 
on which it is set. 

By night its illuminations 
symbolise a host of 
entertainment and night life. At 
the harbour you can see yachts 
of all nations coming and going. 
The town’s 500-berth marina is 
sited on the west side of the 
harbour. 

Attractions in, or nearby the 
town include the famous 
Babbacombe model village, set 
out in five acres of carefully- 
tended gardens. 

Aqualand is said to be the 
largest aquarium in the West 
Country, specialising in tropical 
ella and local marine 
ife. 

Kent's Cavern is a spectacular 
series of underground caves, 
site of many archaeological 
discoveries. 

The Torquay Museum 
contains examples of early local 
ceramics and artefacts found in 
the Cavern. 

The Coral Island leisure 
complex on the edge of 
Torquay Harbour has a plunge 
pool, entertainments arcades, 
bars and cafes, disco, showbar 
and cabaret. 

Oddicombe Beach, reached 
by a cliff railway, is, like nearby 
Babbacombe beach, covered 
with pink and white fine 
shingle. 

The town’s heritage includes 
Torre Abbey Mansion, which 
houses the 16th century 
Spanish Barn and an art gallery; 
and the nearby thatched village 
of Cockington. > 


THE Lose CORPORATION PRESENTS DIRECT FROM THE USSR 
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AN ENTIRELY NEW 
SHOW — NEVER 
BEFORE SEEN 

IN THIS 

COUNTRY 


Featuring 

70 TOP CIRCUS 

ARTISTES SELECTED 

FROM THROUGHOUT 

THE SOVIET UNION, 

PLUS THE 

BREATHTAKING 

SPECTACLE OF THE FAMOUS 
COSSACK HORSEMEN! 


LONDON — BATTERSEA PARK .4°7~"... 
SUNDAY 1 MAY to SUNDAY 15 MAY SLLD84Ce: 


EVENINGS at 7.30pm* MATINEES at 2.30pm on May Ist; 2nd; Sth; 7th; 8th; 14th; 15th. 
*Sunday Ist May at 5.30pm; Friday 13th May at 6.00pm & 9. 00pm (No perfs. on Monday 9th May) 
TICKETS: £6.50, £8.50, £12.50, £16.50+ 


ROYAL GALA PERFORMANCE, THURSDAY 5 MAY at 2.30pm 
in the presence of H.R.H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES in aid of the British Deaf Association. 


THE BIG TOP TOUR 


we 
TICKETS: £5.50, £7.50, £9.50, £12.50+ FO R PA RTY 
NORWICH — Earlham Park YORK — Race Course CARDIFF — Sophia Gardens 
Tue 17 May to Sun 22 May Tue 14 June to Sun 19 June Tue 12 July to Sun 17 July 
Tue-Sat: Eves at 7.30pm; Sat & Sun: Mats at 2.30pm Tue-Sat: Eves at 7.30pm; Sat & Sun: Mats at 2.30pm — Tue-Sat: Eves at 7.30pm; Sat & Sun: Mats at 2.30pm 


NORTHAMPTON — Race Course GLASGOW — Bellahouston Park BRISTOL — Durdham Downs C AL L 


Wed 22 June to Sun 26 June Tue 19 July to Sun 24 Jul 
Tue 24 May to Sat 28 Ma Ue 17 July To out Y 
Tue-Sat: nae at] 30pm Sa Mat at 2.30pm Wed & Thurs at 7.30pm; Fri at 6.00pm & 9.00pm; Tue-Sat: Eves at 7.30pm; 


nee ‘ - Sat at 2.30pm & 7.30pm; Sun at 2.30pm & 5.30pm Wed, Sat & Sun: Mats at 2.30pm 4 v 
BIRMINGHAM — Perry Park GATESHEAD — International Stadium LONDON — Alexandra Palace F l RST CALL 


Mon 30 May to Sun 5 June Wed 29 June to Sun 3 July Tues 26 July to Sun 31 July 

Mon-Sat: Eves at 7.30pm. Mats: Mon & Sat at 2.30pm; Wed & Thur at 7.30pm; Fri at 6.00pm & 9.00pm; Tue-Sat at 7.30pm; Mats: Wed & Sat at 2.30pm; ] Lal 240 794) 
Sunday at 2.30 & 5.30pm Sat at 2.30pm & 7.30pm; Sun at 2.30pm Sun at 2.30pm & 5.30pm 

NOTTINGHAM — Goose Fair Site MANCHESTER — Heaton Park CHRISTCHURCH — Stanpit Eventing Area FOR ALL VENUES 
Tue 7 June to Sun 12 June Wed 6 July to Sun 10 July Tue 2 August to Sun 7 August 


Tue-Thur at 7.30pm; Fri at 6.00pm & 9.00pm; Wed & Thurs at 7.30pm; Fri at 6.00pm & 9.00pm; Tue-Sat: Eves at 7.30pm; Mats: Wed & Sat at 2.30pm; NO BOOKING FEE: 
Sat at 2.30pm & 7.30pm: Sun at 2.30pm Sat at 2.30pm & 7.30pm; Sun at 2.30pm Sunday at 2.30pm & 5.30pm 24 HR:7 DAYS A WEEK 


+ Concessions: Mon to Thurs evening and matinees £2.00 OFF top two seat prices for children under 16; Senior Citizens, UB40s and Groups of 20 or more 
(except Bank Holiday perfs at Battersea Park). 


THE ENTERTAINMENT EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME! 
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It was in the Spanish barn 
that, in 1588, 397 Spanish 
sailors from the Armada 
galleon Nuestra Senora del 
Rosario were imprisoned. 

Babbacombe Pottery offers 
visitors the chance to see both 
traditional and modern 
methods of pottery 
manufacture, a chance to try the 
potter's wheel and to buy 
pottery at factory prices. 

Paignton’s beaches are long, 
safe and sandy, yet 
interspersed with rock outcrops 
and interesting coves. Paignton 
specialises in entertainment for 
all the family but especially for 
children. 

In the high season there are 
many carnivals, regattas and 
fetes. Best known is Children’s 
Week, held every August. 

The Paignton Regatta, also in 
August, has water skiing 
displays, paragliding anda 
search and rescue 
demonstration by the Torbay 
lifeboat, followed by fireworks 
on Paignton Green. 

In July at the Torbay Carnival, 
tableaux, fancy dress 
competitors and bands parade 
through the streets of Paignton. 

Paignton has a colourful 
image with its gardens, 


A peaceful scene at Paignton Harbour. 


esplanade, pier and harbour 
and at nighttime it is brought to 
life by the sea-front 
illuminations. The town has 
many shops, a theatre, cinema 
and attractions include the 
Paignton Zoo, The Goodrington 
Leisure Complex, opening this 
year, and the Torbay Leisure 
Centre. 

Paignton Zoo is set in 75 
acres of botanical gardens. 
There is also a tropical house 
and aquarium. 

The Paignton Springs 
Angling Centre has catch your 
own trout pools, and offers a 
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day out with a difference for the 
whole family. 

Goodrington Sands, one of 
many beaches, rivals Paignton 
Sands in its length and beauty 
and can be reached from 
Paignton by the Torbay and 
Dartmouth Steam Railway. This 
will take you on a journey back 
in time full of steep gradients, 
impressive tunnels and high 
viaducts with breathtaking 
views. 

A little way out from the town 
is the Torbay Aircraft Museum, 
which also has one of the 
biggest model railways in the 
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country. 

Paignton’s heritage includes 
Oldway Mansion built in 1871 
by the sewing machine 
millionaire lsaac Singer; 
Kirkham House, a 14th century 
dwelling and, on the outskirts, 
Compton Castle, a 14th century 
mansion house. 

In the prosperous fishing 
town of Brixham, life still 
revolves around the harbour. 
Fishing trawlers deliver their 
catches and pleasure boats 
come and go. 

From Brixham, with its 
brightly-painted cottages, you 
can take a day trip across the 
bay to Torquay. 

At the southern end of the 
inner harbour stands the statue 
of William of Orange, who 
landed in Brixham in 1688 to 
claim the English throne. Near 
this statue you can see local 
artists and their paintings. 

Walk back along the quay and 
stop to inspect a two-thirds size 
replica of the Golden Hind, the 
ship that took Francis Drake 
around the world between 1577 
and 1580. 

Right by the Golden Hind is 
the restored Old Market House 
which now contains the town’s 
Tourist Information Centre. It is 
also the permanent home of the 


but the Magic Mill 
Hide was enchanting. , 


A MEMBER OF THE RMC GROUP 


British Fisheries Museum. The 
port’s other museum, the 
Brixham Museum, has one 
room entirely devoted to the 
history of the Coastguard 
Service. 

Brixham also has beautiful 
beaches and secluded coves. 

To the east of the town lies 
Berry Head Country Park, a vast 
natural cliff and area offering 
magnificent views of Torbay. 

Brixham will be the focus of 
Anglo-Dutch celebrations in 
July this year when thousands 
of Dutch visitors are expected to 
witness the Grand Re- 
enactment Pageant of the 
landing of William of Orange in 
the tiny harbour. 

A flotilla of Dutch yachts will 
spearhead the pilgrimage from 
William’s original port of 
embarkation, Hellevoetsluis, 
and many more are expected to 
make their way independently 
to enjoy some of the 50 events 
being organised by the Torbay 
Tourist Board during that week. 

This year also sees South 
Devon celebrating the 400th 
Anniversary of the Spanish 
Armada. The replica of the 
Golden Hind in Brixham 
Harbour will be a natural focus 
for events. 

This article can only scratch 
the surface as to the area’s 
attractions. It is well worth 
contacting the Torbay Tourist 
Board in particular and getting a 
copy of its official English 
Riviera guide and the Travel 
Trade manual. 

Among the addresses below 
are those of couriers who offer 
services to coach operators 
taking tourists into the area. 

Also worth having is a copy of 
the National Trust Tour 
Operator’s Guide which 
contains information on all the 
Trust's properties in the UK. 


ADDRESSES: 


0 Torquay Hotels Association, 
12 Walnut Road, Torquay, 
Devon, tel 0803 605808. 

O Paignton Hotels Association, 
Station Square, Paignton, 
Devon, tel 0803 527345. 

O Brixham Hotels Association, 
c/o S Nichols, Torhaven Hotel, 
King Street, Brixham, Devon, 
tel 08045 2281. 


English Riviera Centre, 
hestnut Avenue, Torquay, tel 
803 213282. 

Devon Couriers, H & E 
rooking, 28 Peaseland Road, 
orquay, Devon TQ2 SPA, tel 
0803 36832. 

Guidelines, Mrs J McLeod, 24 
Windmill Road, Brixham, 
Devon, tel 08045 51170. 

South West Couriers, Ms J 
Nott, Spindleberry Lodge, 10 
Cleveland Road, Torquay, 
Devon TQ2 5BE, tel 0803 22982. 
O Tourist Guides of Devon, 
Marianne Hirsh, 6 Long Wools, 
Churston Ferrers, Paignton, 
Devon, tel 0803 843480. 

OD Torbay Tourist Board, 
Carlton Chambers, Vaughan 
Parade, Torquay, Devon TQ2 
5JG, tel 0803 296244. 

UO West Country Tourist Board, 
Trinity Court, Southernhay 
East, Exeter, Devon EX1 10S, 
tel 0392 76351. 

DO) Torquay Tourist Information 
Centre, Vaughan Parade, 
Torquay, Devon, tel. 0803 
27428. 

0 Paignton Tourist Information 
Centre, Festival Hall, Paignton, 
Devon, tel 0803 558383. 
Brixham Tourist Information 
Centre, Old Market House, The 
Quay, Brixham, Devon, tel 
08045 2861. 

COACH PARKING 

O Torquay, Lymington Road 
Coach Station. 

Paignton: Torbay Leisure 
Centre, Clennon Valley, 
Goodrington. 

Brixham: Freshwater Car 
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Park, Brixham Central Coach 
Park. 

Inquiries to above tel 0803 
296244 ext 372. 
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TOURISM 


LEFT: The replica of the 
Golden Hind and other 
smaller craft anchored in 
Brixham Harbour. 
BELOW: Access to the 
Riviera is both quick and 
simple - it’s motorway 
most of the way. 
BOTTOM: The MV 
Devonium carries 
passengers from Torquay to 
the Channel Islands. 
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© Torbay Tourist Board 


FOR SCOTTISH 


HOSPITALITY 
LOOK NO FURTHER! 


We still have some 1988 packages on offer 


at very reduced rates — 


HIGHLAND HOTEL, FORT WILLIAM 


7 nights DBB - All rooms private bathroom 


£99.00 inclusive 
FISHERS HOTEL, PITLOCHRY 


7 nights DBB - All rooms private bathroom 


£99.00 inclusive 


EDINBURGH WEEKENDS 


3 nights DBB - Some rooms private bathroom 


£39.00 inclusive (including some Tattoo dates) 


Please phone for further details 


031-554 7173 
North British Trust Hotels 


The hotel group for holidaymakers 
1 Queen Charlotte Lane, Edinburgh. EH6 6BL 
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TOURISM 
Compo and Co boost the 


number of visitors 


THE popularity of the TV series 
‘Last of the Summer Wine’ has 
created a big rise in the number 
of coaches taking visitors to 
Holmfirth - and there will 

_ probably be more than ever on 
Saturday, August 20. 

A summer fair to be held by 
the local ATC squadron at 
Sands recreation ground in 
Holmfirth will include an 
exhibition tracing the history of 
the programme, and several of 


Hotels doubled 


QUALITY International has 
announced the doubling of its 
UK properties to 15 hotels, 
including two central London 
locations — and the plan is to 
reach 25 hotels by the end of 
this year. 

The two central London 
properties are the Kenilworth 
Hotel in Gt Russell Street, WC1, 
and the Vanderbilt Hotel in 
Cromwell Road, SW7, both part 
of the Edwardian group. 

The group has also acquired 
its first all-suite hotel in the UK- 
the Foxhills Country Club, a 
Clarion hotel, in Ottershaw, a 
19th-century manor house set 
in 400 acres. 

A further two properties have 
also been ‘signed up’ — the 
Royal Court in Coventry and 
The Queens in Brighton, both 
owned by Baron Hotels and 
Leisure. 

Quality International is said to 
be the world’s third largest 
hotel group with over 1,000 
hotels throughout 15 countries. 


the cast will be there to sign 
autographs. These are expected 
to include Bill Owen (Compo), 
Peter Sallis (Clegg) and Michael 
Aldridge (Seymour). 

The event will be open from 
noon till 5pm and will also 
include trade stands, sideshows 
and a funfair. 

Contact is Mike Battye on 
0484-682611 (evenings) or K 
Readman on 0484-684482 
(evenings). 


Country homes for the 
more adventurous 


THE WEST Country has many 
interesting privately-owned 
country houses and gardens, 
often hidden from the casual 
passer-by but open during the 
summer months for the more 
adventurous visitor. 

They are lived-in homes, not 
museums, whose owners are 
generally available to discuss 
any points of interest. 

A new leaflet entitled ‘Go 
Back in Time’ lists 10 of these 


Cider-making story 


THE MUSEUM of Cider, in a former cider works in Hereford, 


children and pensioners. 


THE BULMER Railway Centre 
in Hereford houses the 
famous GWR locomotive King 
George V after its restoration 
by locally-based company H P 
Bulmer Ltd. 

The centre later became the 
home of two other 
preservation societies and 
their engines —- LMS 6201 
Princess Elizabeth and SR 


tells the story of traditional cider-making through the ages. 

Exhibits include an enormous 350-year-old beam press of a 
kind once found in England. This particular one, however, was 
found in a barn in Normandy and,after dismantling, was taken 
to Hereford and reconstructed in a specially-built extension. 

Also on show is an old farm cider house (above) with all its 
equipment in working order and, in the cooper’s shop, visitors 
can see tools used by a 20th-century cooper which are identical 
to those in use for over four centuries. 

The museum is run by an independent charitable trust and is 
non-profit making. It is near the city centre and entirely under 
cover. There’s ample (and free) coach parking. 

It’s open from 10am-5.30pm April to October, seven days a 
week. Times may vary at other times of the year, so best call 
first. Group party rate (20 or more) is 70p for adults and 50p for 


More information on 0432-54207. 


Railway centre houses famous 


35028 Clan Line- as well as a 
collection of industrial 
locomotives and rolling stock. 


It is also a working depot for 
steam locomotive operation 
on the main line between 
Newport and Chester and, on 
occasions, other preservation 
societies bring their engines 
to use the facilities and take 


historic houses - Combe 
Syndenham Hall at Taunton 
and nearby Gaulden Manor, 
Tiverton Castle in Devon, 
Fursdon near Exeter, ALa 
Ronde (16-sided with an 
octagonal centre 45 feet high) at 
Exmouth, Barford Park near 
Bridgwater, Hatch Court at 
Taunton, Midelney Manor at 
Langport in Somerset, 
Poundisford Park near Taunton 
and Cadhay at Ottery St Mary, 
Devon, a setting for one of the 
‘Miss Marple’ series on 
television. 

Copies of the leaflet available 
by calling 09847-213. 


Pottery and park 


PARK ROSE Pottery and Leisure 
Park is set in 12 acres of 
parkland two miles south of 
Bridlington, near Carnaby. 


Facilities include pottery 
walkabout, gift shop, 
restaurant, licensed bar, picnic 
areas, children’s play areas and 
a large coach park. 


It's open daily from 10am and 
also on an evening by prior 
appointment. Groups can book 
lunches or afternoon teas and, 
with the centre being on one 
level, there are no problems for 
the disabled or elderly. 


There is a welcome voucher 
for coach drivers. Each time 
they visit Park Rose and sign the 
visitors book in the gift shop, 
they will receive a green 
stamped voucher (one per visit) 
worth £1 cash or £2 if spent on 
Park Rose pottery. Drivers will 
also get a free snack in the cafe. 


More information from 
Angela Smith on 0262-602823. 


French coach ban 


COACHES carrying groups of 
more than 15 children aged 
under 16 will not be allowed to 
travel on the French road 
network for the peak summer 
1988 weekend. The ban will 
apply from 2pm on July 29 to 
midnight on July 30. 


locomotive 


part in activities at the centre 
and on the main line. 

Staffed and operated ona 
voluntary basis, the centre is 
open at weekends only from 
April to September for static 
display and special events such 
as steam open days also feature 
in the programme. 

More information on 0272- 
834430. 


HE new tourism 
season in Liverpool 
and its satellite venues 


got under way in a big way 
last week with the launch of 
‘Discover Merseyside ‘88’. 

And a high-powered launch it 
was, with two Government 
ministers — David Trippier and 
Lynda Chalker — and television 
celebrity Judith Chalmers there 
for the official send-off at the 
Albert Dock leisure and 
watersports complex on 
Liverpool's ever-changing born- 
again waterfront. 

Visitors to Merseyside 
numbered more than 19million 
last year, with three million of 
these visiting Albert Dock alone. 

And the '88 season promises 
a number of major events, both 
national and international. They 
include: 

@ May 24 - The official 
opening of the new £10million 
Tate Gallery Liverpool and the 
completed Albert Dock by 
Prince Charles (tel: 051-709- 
3223/051-709-7373). Doors open 
to the public on May 28. The 
gallery, which will house the 


ABOVE - Liverpool's famous landmark in the background an 
converted dock that is now used for water sports. 


Liverpool's 
big launch 
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BELOW - Lynda Chalker, Judith Chalmers and David Trip- 
pier let loose thousands of balloons to open Merseyside ‘88 
at the Albert Dock complex. 


MERSEYSIDE 


TOURISM 


MERSEY’S 


national collection of 20th- 
century art in the North of 
England, will be the first one in 
England entirely devoted to 
modern art and is expecting 
more than 500,000 visitors a 
year. Opening hours were still 
to be announced at the time of 
Coachmart going to press. 

@ Year-long events 
programme to celebrate 100 
years of Port Sunlight. Special 
exhibitions (open until October 
31) include Port Sunlight 
factory, 1888 family home, new 
displays about the village and 
Lady Lever Gallery exhibitions 
(tel: 051-641-4777); 

@ April 30-May 2- Vintage 
rail and public transport 
weekend at the Unilever 
centenary celebrations in Port 
Sunlight (tel: 051-641-4777); 

@ June 4-26 - Mersey River 
Festival, claimed to be the 
biggest maritime festival of its 
kind in Britain and including 
firework shows, air displays and 
powerboat races as well as 
Chinese dragonboat and canoe 
races (tel: 051-236-6090); 

@ April 23-May 2 - Mersey 
Leisure ‘88 exhibition and 
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festival on and around the 
water of Queens Dock (tel: 051- 
928-1751 or 0449-674926); 

@ May 28-September 4 -— 
Liverpool Festival Park summer 
season on the site of the 1984 
International Garden Festival, 
with attractions including 
special gardens, play areas, 
Magic Garden undercover 
funland, entertainment and 
events (tel: 051-236-6090); 

@ June 4 - City of Liverpool 
parade on the theme of 
transport through the ages with 
70 floats (tel: 051-229-3174); 

Bi July 9-20 - Festival of 
Comedy with artists and 
performers in theatres, shops 
and streets (tel: 051-708-8877); 

@ August 6-7 - Liverpool 
international carnival, claimed 
to be the biggest street carnival 
outside London (tel: 051-728- 
8320); 

@ August 27-28 - Beatles 
Convention at the Britannia 
Adelphi Hotel with concerts, 
bands, quizzes, guest speakers, 
videos and coach tours (tel: 
051-236-9091); 

@ September 25 - Mersey 
Marathon (tel: 051-724-2888); 

@ October 24-28 - Indian 


Festival and Festival of Lights 
(tel: 051-526-1323). 

There is plenty of free coach 
parking at Albert Dock for 
groups visiting the Maritime 
Museum, the Tate Gallery and 
the Albert Dock itself and many 
other attractions in the area 
have their own coach parking. 
Merseyside Tourism Board can 
advise on coach parking (tel: 
051-709-3631). 

The tourism board has now 
also launched its three major 
marketing brochures for 1988 — 
the events guide, travel trade 
manual and the ‘where to stay’ 
guide. All are available from the 
board on 051-709-2444. 
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ABOVE - Visitors come to the new Albert Dock complex in their thousands, 
and many of them arrive by coach. Parking is free and plentiful. 


ih ee rr 


TELS AND ACCOMMO 


instruction from Albert Dock instructors. 


LEFT - Barrow stalls and shops filled with 
curiosities in the corridors of the Albert 
dock complex. 


American McSleep arrives 


QUALITY International is set to 
launch the US-based McSleep 
concept in Britain. It aims to 
build 25 McSleep Inns in the UK 
and Ireland over the next five 
years, opening its first in Britain 
some time next year. 

McSleep is anew name in 
cut-price accommodation, 
offering quality but 
standardised rooms at 
affordable prices. Although the 
tariff has not yet been fixed for 
the UK, it works out at $20-29 
per night room rate in the USA. 

The McSleep concept is also 
among the first to introduce a 
system of credit card access, 
activated by radio waves, using 
guests’ own credit cards to gain 
entry to rooms. 


Sunday targets 


A NEW promotional campaign 
to fill Sunday nights, entitled 
‘Treat Yourself to Sunday’, has 
been launched by the Peebles 
Hotel Hydro in Scotland. A 
discounted tariff of £26.95 
includes half-board 
accommodation, free afternoon 


tea, free solarium sessions, and 
breakfast in bed on the Monday 
morning. 

So-called ‘Mid-Week 
Sundays’ are also being 
introduced to try to fill one- 
night gaps between 
conferences using the hotel, 
with half-board 
accommodation costing under 
£20. 

More information from Pieter 
van Dijk, director/general 
manager, on 0721-20602. 


Critics’ choice 

BONE FIDE travel agents and 
coach operators are being 
invited to act as critics at the 
Hotel Nelson in Norwich - for 
£3.50 per night, bed and 
breakfast. 

Trade personnel can sample 
any of the 37 new executive of 
‘state’ bedrooms which have 
been upgraded at a cost of over 
£500,000 from the hotel’s 
original rooms built 17 years 
ago. 

General manager Peter 
Mackness said: ‘Members of 


the travel industry make some 
of the best possible critics 
because they are always having 
to deal with the experiences 
and opinions of their clients. 

‘The special rate, applicable 
at weekends until the end of 
June, is our way also of saying 
“thank you” to the trade for 
backing which has enabled us 
to continue to invest in the 
future of the hotel.’ 

More information from Peter 
Mackness on 0603-628612. 


Work finished 


ASSOCIATED Leisure Hotels 
has completed Victoria’s 
Restaurant and the Sovereign 
Suite after an extensive 
refurbishment at Kettering’s 
Royal Hotel. 

The hotel, now offers 39 
bedrooms, Sovereign Suite 
(seating 200), Dickens Suite 
(seating 50), Victoria’s 
Restaurant, Yorkshire Suite 
(seating 20) and Berties 
nightclub. 

More information on 0536- 
520732. 


Tyre mover designed for 
Single-person operation 


A NEW tyre mover has been 
introduced by Hovair which 
eases the transportation of 
tyres between workstations in 
garages, depots and _ work- 
shops. 


It is designed for single per- 
son operation, weighs 45kg and 
is suitable for most diameters of 
tyres utilizing an adjustable 
width mechanism. The tyres are 
positioned between the two 


adjustable forks which secure 
the tyre. 

Twin rollers ease rotation 
when lining up the wheel studs. 
The tyres can then be picked up 
and moved as required. With a 
maximum lift height of 180mm 
and a maximum capacity of 
500kg, Hovair claims that most 
tyres can be handled simply 
and easily. 

More information on 0636- 
49525. 


PRODUCTS 


Wall coverings should 
beat graffiti vandals 


ANTIVAN has developed two 
new wall coverings, Graffiti 
Paint and Graffiti Seal, both of 
which are claimed to have ‘graf- 
fiti repellent additives’. 

The Graffiti Paint, pigmented 
white or silver grey to obliterate 
graffiti, has been developed for 
surfaces such as underpasses 
and bus shelters that have been 
so badly vandalised they defy 
conventional means of cleaning 


up. 
When the paint is applied 


Sight and sound courier course 


THE next Sight and Sound 
Courier Course starts on April 
18 and includes tuition for 
coach touring couriers and 
rapide hostesses. The theory 
part of the course is based in 
London with field work and 
three days on the continent 
for those who speak foreign 
languages. 


The course will teach the 
basics of being a good 
courier. The areas covered 
will be microphone techni- 
que, problem solving, how to 
keep people interested and in 
dealing with foreigners. 


The course costs £345 plus 


VAT for the UK one and £495 
plus VAT for the continental 


High-pressure cleaner 
for the small operator 


THE new portable WAP 5000 
high-pressure cleaner weighs 
only 14.8kg and is said to clean 
with 20 times the power of a 
normal garden hose. It would 
be suitable for the small oper- 
ator and sells at around £260 
plus VAT. 

It comes complete with a 
safety trigger gun, lance spray, 
triple function ceramic nozzle, 
eight metres of high-pressure 
hoze, 3.5 metres of power cable 
with plug, chemical suction 
hose and a start up quantity of 
WAP biodegradable detergent. 

Optional extras include tele- 


scopic lances and extensions, 
rotating and fixed brushes, wet 
blasting attachments, ° extra 
long hoses and wall brackets. 

The product features an extra 
long life three piston radial 
pump with diamond-ground 
ceramic pistons, 100% oil and 
water separation by means of a 
special pressure sealing system 
and a retractable suction hose 
with a mesh filter. The high- 
pressure nozzle gives concen- 
trated high pressure, low press- 
ure or a fine spray. 

Further information on 0602- 
582921. 


version. In some areas it is 
possible to have a Career De- 
velopment Loan. 


Pictured are trainees Jill 
Waters, Louis Calvete, David 
Aggett and Rona Fitzpatrick 
on the course. 


Further information from 
Verity Baker on 01-379 3455. 


S 


Antivan claims the old surface 
is replaced by a new one which 
cannot be permanently marked 
by aerosol paint, crayons, lip- 
stick, pen, pencil or ‘indellible’ 
felt pen. 

It is claimed the new surface 
cannot be penetrated and is 
easily wiped clean. More stub- 
born marks may be removed 
with the help of Antivan Graffiti 
Cleaner. 

Antivan Graffiti Seal is a 
transparent treatment for virgin 
surfaces such as stone, brick, 
and concrete. 

Both preparations are two 
component liquids which are 
mixed on site and applied by 
brush, roller or spray. 

Antivan Paint and Antivan 
Seal are supplied in five-litre 
packs, said to be sufficient to 
cover 45 square metres, at £65 
carriage paid. Antivan Graffiti 
Cleaner is available in 160z 
aerosol sprays at £4.55 each or 
£29.80 for a case of ten, carriage 
paid. 

Further information on 0372- 
52094. 


Boiler stand 


A NEW boiler stand has been 
introduced by Len Horton to en- 
able boilers to be easily fitted to 
sunken toilet tops, cupboards or 
into decency screens. 

The boiler plinths are secured 
to a flat surface or a vertical face 
using four 6mm setscrews. It is 
claimed there is no longer a 
need for a large drain area as 
the drip tray is said to be more 
than adequate for normal spil- 
lage. It has a single straight 
spout coupled with a sponge 
cup support. 

It is available separately, 
complete with fittings, or can be 
supplied with a Maier Water Fix 
Vek 6-24 boiler ready mounted. 

Further information from Len 
Horton on 0602-420377. 
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PRODUCTS 


Welding improved 
on exhausts 


CHANGES to the welding pro- 
cess, designed to improve weld 
appearance, reduce spatter and 
the onset of corrosion, has been 
introduced by Tl Bainbridge Si- 
lences in the construction of 
Timax replacement _ silencer 
assemblies. 

The improved process uses a 
controlled argon and carbon 
dioxide mixture which reduces 
the oxidisation of metal during 
welding, preventing entrapped 
oxides weakening the strength 
of the weld and _ triggering 
corrosion. 

Further information on 0772- 
22272. 


New seat company 


AN American seating company, 
Milsco Manufacturing of Mil- 
waukee, has joined forces with 
Diplomat Technico of Nuneaton 
to market specialist seating for 
bus and coach use. 

Diplomat, having grown very 
rapidly, particularly in rail sea- 
ting where it has recently won a 
£2 million contract, sees the 
new company as an excellent 
way of expanding the range of 
its products. 


CONTI? Rolling Lobe Air Springs 
— suspension Pcl at its best 


Depot insulation curtains 


THE Union Tarpaulin Company of Leeds is now marketing heat 
retention curtains for bus and coach depots. These act as space 
dividers for large areas and, as well as retaining heat, cut out 
draughts, cut down on noise and fumes. 

They are individually designed to the customers’ size and speci- 
fication in flame retardant PVC-coated polyester. Either translu- 
cent or coloured, the curtains can be supplied with or without 
heavy-duty runners and metal track for easy opening and closing. 

The company also offers a complete heat-saving package -— a 
nationwide survey and fitting service for both the curtains and its 
roof heat invertors. It also manufactures strip curtains which retain 
heat retention while allowing a free flow of traffic in and out of the 
depot. 

UTC already supplies major bus companies such as London 
Transport and Hull City Transport as well as many smaller oper- 
ators. 

Further information on 0532-448393. 


NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE U.K. 
SOLE DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE 
BUS AND COACH INDUSTRY 


ALBION WORKS, EWOOD, BLACKBURN, LANCS. 
TELEPHONE: 0254-667959 & 61452 
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Manufacturer 
to exhibit 


FUEL equipment manufacturer 
Tri-scan will be exhibiting at 
Computers in Transport, 
Wembley Conference Centre, 
April 19-22 on stands 52/53. 

A new innovation at the show 
will be the Iris fuel nozzle-based 
data transmission system. 

Anticipating developments in 
on-board vehicle computers it 
has the capability for two-way 
data transmission. 

This identifies the vehicle for 
fuelling and allows tachograph 
or performance data to be 
downloaded back to head office 
while also dating the vehicle 
computer on schedule changes 
and traffic hold-ups. 

Tri-scan offers systems from 
single-site fuel islands based on 
tasking computers, through to 
large-scale integrated national 
networks. 

The company maintains that 
effective fuel management de- 
pends on accurate data capture 
at the fueling site, therefore fuel 
island-based units both control 
access and log transactions to 
provide management info. 

Further information on 0254- 
672321. 


2-WAY RADIO 


(S) MOTOROLA Siorno 


Bus and Coach Communication systems. 


- C.I.B.S. Coach Channel Equipment 

- PMR Private Radio Systems 

- Band III Regional/National Repeater Schemes 
- Countywide “Business Radio” Schemes 

- Cellnet and Vodafone Telephones 


full compatibility with existing equipment 


direct from manufacturers 

premium quality equipment 

installation and service from our nationwide 
network of service centres 


lots of equipment ex-stock 


Contact: David Hugman, Jays Close, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG22 4PD. Telephone (0256) 484296 


BARRY Pybis (32) has left Ribble 
North Western where he was 
depot operating manager at 
Bootle and Altrincham, to be- 
come area manager for Nation- 
al Welsh’s Cybran depot. 

Barry started as a conductor 
with Ribble at the Aintree depot 
in 1977, and has worked his way 
up through the ranks as driver, 
inspector and district superin- 
tendant at Bootle. 

Barry replaces Terry Exall, 
who recently died after a long 
illness. Terry, who was 50, 
started with Jones Omnibus 
Services Ltd in 1965. He had the 
position of chief clerk there until 
May, 1978, when he joined 
National Welsh in his last posi- 
tion. 

He gained many contracts 
and friends and was particularly 
involved on coach hire, con- 
tinental and day tours. 


Channon fills 


LRT post 


PAUL Channon, Secretary of 


State for Transport, has 
appointed Michael Marsh to the 
Board of London Regional 
Transport as executive member 
for finance. 

He will succeed Barry Dale, 
who left LRT earlier this year to 
become group finance director 
for the Littlewoods Organisa- 
tion. 

Michael, who was previously 
finance director for the House of 
Fraser, will take up the appoint- 
ment from April 18 for five 
years. 

Prior to his position with the 
House of Fraser, Michael has 
been a group finance director 
for John Mowlem for six years 
and director of corporate fi- 
nance with the Bank of America 
in London and Paris for nearly 
seven years. 

Michael (50) is a chartered 
accountant and spent his early 
career with Ernst and Whinney, 
Rank Xerox and six years as 
finance director of the European 
Division of the Beecham Group. 


Kassbohrer 
appointment 


KASSBOHRER (UK) Ltd has 
appointed Adrian Benson as 
area manager for the Coach 
Sales Division covering the 
West Country, West Midlands 
and Wales. 

Adrian was previously with 
the Arlington Motor Company 
for 14 years as its sales mana- 
ger in the south west and Kass- 
bohrer is hoping to bolster its 
sales presence in the area. 

The appointment forms part 
of Kassbohrer’s sales develop- 
ment programme. 


Chris Simes (31) has been 
appointed operating adminis- 
tration manager with National 
Welsh. He will be responsible 
for enabling the company to re- 
spond more effectively to the 
rapidly changing operating en- 
vironment. 

He takes up the position after 
being with the company for 
eight years and was recently 
area manager at Cwmbran and 
previously assistant divisional 
manager in Marches. 


Pair to head 


GOLDEN Gateways/Kent Cru- 
sader has appointed two pro- 
duct managers to head a 
reorganised sales and market- 
ing department. 

Karen Watkins, who was pre- 
viously assistant sales and 
marketing manager, becomes 
the group’s products and hand- 


Tony Harvey 


Mike Ball 


ling service manager. 

Chris Kirkham, who was pre- 
viously employed in the news- 
paper industry, will be responsi- 
ble for retail business develop- 
ment. Both appointments, to 
develop expanded retail and 
wholesale programmes, will 
cover both domestic and over- 


Peter Hilton 


Changes at Volvo Bus 


FOLLOWING his appointment 
to general manager of Volvo 
Bus (Great Britain) Ltd, Bill Rus- 
sell has announced a number of 
changes within his manage- 
ment team. 

Responsibility for the sale of 


Volvo’s B10M bus chassis, to. 


both fleet and retail customers, 
will go to Tony Harvey, who 
has been promoted to coach 
sales manager. Tony joined 
Volvo Bus five years ago as an 
area sales executive and was 
appointed fleet sales manager 
in 1986. 


New position in 
Wilcomatic Ltd 


COMMERCIAL vehicle wash 
sales and service organisation, 
Wilcomatic Ltd, has appointed 
Joe Casey to the newly-created 
position of managing director. 


Joe originally joined Wil- 
comatic as marketing director in 
1967, having already been in- 
volved in the vehicle wash in- 
dustry since 1962. 


All sales of Volvo Citybus 
double-deck and _ single-deck 
underframes will now be the 
responsibility of Mike Ball. Mike 
was promoted to bus sales 
manager from his previous 
position of area sales manager, 
a job he has held since he 
joined Volvo Bus two years 
ago. 

Peter Hilton, who is presently 
responsible for all technical and 
service matters as_ technical 
service manager, will addi- 
tionally assume full responsibil- 
ity for contract maintenance. 


PEOPLE 


Sales director 
is appointed 


PAUL Lyons (left) has been ap- 


pointed sales director of the 
Aftermarket Division of UK 
braking and automotive sys- 
tems specialists Clayton De- 
wandre. 

Paul, 33 and a keen sports- 
man who is interested in foot- 
ball, lists his hobbies as DIY and 
helping to raise his young fami- 
ly. He joined the company in 
1986 following 13 years with 
Ford. 


reorganised department 


seas markets and will report 
directly to managing director 
John Tremlett. 

Richard Sissons has left 
National Bus to join the com- 
pany as operations manager. 
His responsibilities will include 
the new computerised reserva- 
tions system. 


High profile 
at the CIT 


TO RAISE the profile of the 
Chartered Institute of Transport 
and more precisely match the 
industry's current needs, Keith 
Williams has been appointed 
director of development. 

Keith was previously director 
general of the Life Assurance 
Association and has presided 
over a membership which in- 
creased from 400 to over 11,000 
during his ten-year period 
there. 

He was responsible for insti- 
gating and organising a nation- 
al conference, which is now the 
largest independent insurance 
conference in Europe, and set 
up an examination system and 
a marketing operation. 


Keith says of his appoint- 
ment: ‘There is much which a 
body like the CIT can do for its 
members and the transport in- 
dustry. The industry is a vital 
one and | am sure the institute 
can make a big contribution. | 
look forward to the challenge.’ 


Keith has two teenage chil- 
dren and lives in Hemel Hemp- 
stead. He is a keen sportsman, 
serving as a soccer coach and 
referee. He also plays cricket a 
club level. 


Citylink job 

ALAN Howes, (Left) has been 
appointed general manager of 
Glasgow-based Scottish City- 
link Coaches, with responsibil- 
ity for the company’s long-haul 
express services. He was pre- 
viously operations manager at 
Midland Scottish. 
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Lo mM cote THE BETTER WAY TO MOTOR 


East Midlands coach operator require a fully skilled 

PSV Mechanic. The successful applicant must have 

at least 5 years experience and be fully conversant 

with Ford and Leyland coaches, able to work with- 

out supervision and carry out maintenance to MoT 
standard. 


Salary negotiable according to experience. 
Apply with CV to: 


Mr. P. Cutler, 
Lamcote Motors, 
Main Road, Radcliffe-on-Trent, 
Nottingham NG12 2BG (15662/SV) 


COACH 
SALES 


A successful national distributor wishes to ap- 
point a coach sales specialist to cover the Eastern 
and South Eastern counties of England; prefer- 
ably from a home base in the South Midlands. 


An attractive remuneration package, including 
basic salary, commission, pension and medical 
benefits, together with a fully expensed company 
car, are offered. 


Applications, including full CV, to: 


Box No. 15670 
Coachmart & Bus Operator, 
Wentworth House, Wentworth Street, 
Peterborough PE11DS. —sezosw 


ANN 
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ITUATIONS VACAN 


MAN High spec coach based in West Somerset, 
eager to travel requires 


ENTHUSIASTIC DRIVER 


For the right applicant the position is permanent to 
commence as soon as possible. 


Written applications to D C Grimett 


TRAVEL LINE 
Main Road, Carhampton, Minehead, 
Somerset TA24 6LZ (15575/SV) 


HALLMARK COACHES LIMITED 


Specialists in air crew transfer movements throughout the UK 


require 


FULL TIME PSV DRIVERS 


Must be over 25 years, reliable, smart and experienced, clean 
driving licence essential. 


For application form contact Mr J Bywater or Mr D Thomas 


Telephone: Luton (0582) 416692 = (15577/sv) 


SKILLED P.S.V. MECHANIC 


required 
This position will suit a single person 
seeking a change of scenery. 
Salary related to experience. 
Apply to: 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
CHILTERN QUEENS LTD. 
Woodcote, Near Reading RG8 ORP 


ISSUE 480 


Directories, Coach and Charter Hire 


Futura International 
Travel 


Biss Brothers 
Coaches 


Amberline Coaches, 
Liverpool 


Taylors European 
Coaches 

BCC Funded Member 
& Bonded 


Tiger 2000 


Davies Coaches 
(Rye) Ltd 


Ford’s Travel 


London Road, 
Spellbrook, 
Nr. Bishops 
Stortford, 


Woodend Avenue, 
Liverpool L24 9NB 


The Garage, Stutton, 
Scotney, Winchester 
$021 3JL near A34, 
A303, M4, M3, M27, 
for Recoveries & 
Assistance 


Nantygwenthi Street 
Merthyr Tydfil, 


Harbour Road, 
Rye, 

E Sussex 
TN31 7AE 


Rylands Garage, 


Executive coaches for | Telephone 


executive and 
international travel — 
nothing is too much 
trouble. 


All sizes from 19 to 
57, Mercedes 
Executives with 
video, coffee bar, 


All sizes including 
49 seater Acorn 
and 73 seater 
Neoplans 


12-57 all sizes. 
D/deckers 75 seats. 
Also high spec 
execs — 

Jonckheere on 
Mercedes, DAF & Volvo 


Royal Tiger Doyen, 
49 seats, 
Tiger/Plaxton 
Paramount 3500** 
53 seats. 


19-57 seater 
coaches, Setra, 
Jonckheere P95 & 
P50 executives 
with or without 
air conditioning 


35-57 seaters and 


(0943) 467847 
(24 hours) 
Telex 51355 RAYG 


Telephone 
(0279) 53218 Telex 
81674 BISS G 


Telephone 
(051) 486 6666 
Telex 627895 


Telex 858623 
Winchester 
(0962) 760 222 


Telephone 
(0685) 59200 (day) 
(0685) 6161 (night) 
Telephone 


after hours 


Telephone 


Applegates 
Supreme Coaches 


Club Cantabrica 
Coaches 


Boulton’s 
of Shropshire 


Arkle Travel 


Allan 
Hooker 
International 


Heathfield Garage, 
Newport, 
Berkeley, 

Glos GL13 9PL 


A41 
Watford-by-Pass, 
Watford, 

Herts WD2 8HH 


Cardington, 
Church Stretton, 
Shropshire SY6 7JZ 


4 Vansittart Road, 
Torquay TQ2 5BT 


Hester Road, 
Battersea, 
London SW11 


Broxbourne, 
Hertfordshire. 
EN107DH 


12-57 seaters, 4 
executives plus 
Neoplan double 
deck executives 


49 seats, TV/video, 
WC and 30 seat full 
executive 


Bova Futura’s 


available with toilet, 


TV, etc. 


2 DAFs, Full 
executive, 48 seater 
video/stereo, 
coffee bar, toilet. 


All sizes D/D, open 
top & closed top 
executive coaches, 
49 to 53 seaters 


49 seat executive 
55 seat twin 

deck, 74 seat 
double deck Setra 
Telephones on all 
vehicles 


Telephone 
(0453) 810314 (day) 
(0454) 260842 


Telephone 
(0923) 50808 


Telephone 
(06943) 226 or 
523 anytime 


Telephone 
(0803) 22973/23588 
24 hours 


Car phone 
(0038) 250527 


Telephone 
(01) 924 3096 


Telephone 
(0992) 467289/ 
447299 


Gunnislake, new Volvo 49 


Cornwall 


| BOOKINGS CALL: 
DEBBIE OR DAVID 
TEL: 0733 63100 


Allco Passenger Vehicles offer new 
and nearly new spares to fit most 
models. Tel. 01-866 8900 or Ruislip 74422. 
Car phone (0836) 241379. (5g98/AE/60) 


1977 AEC 760 PLAXTON SUPREME, 55-seater, in 
white, with Bristol dome and side lockers, exten- 
sive body repanelling, new MoT, vgc. £10,500 + 
VAT. Tel. (0633) 66332 or 273803. (15521/AE/79) 


1979 AEC 760 Plaxton Express, 53 seater, Bristol 
dome, semi-auto, good all round condition, MoT 
Sept ‘88. £12,500 + VAT. Tel. 0454 325078 or 
evening 0454 772242. (14967/AE/79) 


BEDFORD 


1975 BEDFORD DUPLE, 45 seats, MoT June, £3,200 
+ VAT. 1974 Bedford Duple, 45 seats, MoT June, 
£2,950 + VAT. Tel. 0303 66533 (Kent). (15069/BE/78) 


OmRiZAR 


COACH SALES & SERVICE 


1986 VOLVO B10M GL 
Caetano Algarve Highliner. First register- 
ed June ‘86. Alloy wheels, 53 recliners, 
rear sunken toilet, continental door, 
driver's bunk, coffee machine, video, 20in 

itor_ i oalutely im-_ 


1989 BEDFORD PJK Plaxton Supreme, 29 seats, 
new MoT, POD, Telma, excellent condition, £10,000 
ono + VAT. Tel. 053 834 291 Staffs. 


ISSUE 480 


seater executives 


(14971/BE/79) , 


(0822) 832264 (day) 
(0822) 833636 (night) 


COACHMART & BUS OPERATOR, 
DIRECTORIES COACH & CHARTER HIRE. 


£5.40 per week (min. 13 ins). Tel: (0733) 63100 


assified 


Bus & Coach, Sales & Services 


1978 (S) BEDFORD YLQ DUPLE DOMINANT, 45 
seats, MoT June 88, tachograph fitted, radio/pa, air 
door. £5,000 ono. Tel. Sheffield (0742) 561144 ext 
292. (15511/BE/79) 
1977 (R) BEDFORD YLQ PLAXTON SUPREME, 45 
seats, MoT May 88, tachograph fitted, pa, air door. 
£4,500 ono. Tel. Sheffield (0742) 561144 ext 292. 
(15512/BE/79) 
1981 (X) BEDFORD YNT Plaxton Supreme IV Ex- 
press, 53 seats, Allison automatic gearbox, radio/ 
pa, MoT to March ‘89. £16,500 + VAT. Arrowline 
Coaches. Tel. 01-848 8480. (15596/BE/80) 


1975 BEDFORD YRT, 53 seater, 
Duple Dominant, MoT Feb ‘89 
Pe cisoamnnases +01 meet £5,000 + VAT 


1974 BEDFORD YRT, 53 seater, 
Duple Dominant, MoT May ‘89 
Topica ere eiiuessse en cote £5,000 + VAT 


1974 BEDFORD YRT, 53 seater, 
Plaxton Elite, MoT Jan 19839........... 
£5,000 + VAT 


1974 BEDFORD YRT, 53 seater, 
Plaxton Elite, fitted carpet, cur- 
tains, etc, MoT Oct 1988.............006 

£5,000 + VAT 


Above coaches are very clean and 
in excellent condition for age 


Rambling Rose Coaches 
Bristol 
(0272) 832145 


(15574/BE) 
OOO 


1979 BEDFORD YMT, 53 seater, Plaxton Supreine, 
MoT Nov 1988. £8,950 + VAT. Tel. (050785) 
781. (15588/BE) 
1976 BEDFORD YLQ, 45 seater, Plaxton Supreme, 
MoT Aug 1988. £4,900 + VAT. Tel. (050785) 
781. (15587/BE) 


Please mention Coachmart & Bus Operator when replying to an advertisement on this page 


Deadline for bookings and alterations 
Tuesday Noon for Friday 


BEDFORD NJM Plaxton, 41 seater, September 
1972, good condition, tidy interior, driver operated 
door, MoT February 1989. £2,000 ono. Tel. (0935) 
872390 (Dorset) anytime. (15582/BE) 
1975 BEDFORD Dominant, 45 seater, coach express 
doors, power steering, owner driven, taxed May, 
certificate February 1989, very nice condition. 
£3,750. Tel. Ebbw Vale (0495) 303470. (15581/BE) 


IMPACT LINES 


Placed above and below 
your advertisement for an 
additional £5. 


BEDFORD PLAXTON YRT, 1973, dual purpose, 
MoTs November 88, March 89 OMO, ideal schools 
services, daily use, choice of two. £3,500 ono + 
VAT. Tel. (0695) 22072. (15560/BE/79) 
1974 BEDFORD YRT, Mk IV front, electric wipers, 
curtains, headrest covers, wheel trims, radio/pa, 
MoT Dec ’88. Very clean and tidy motor, first to see 
will buy. £3,500 ono + VAT. Tel. (0922) 403881. 
(15530/BE/79) 
1977 YMT/PLAXTON, tested 1/89, £7,000. 1979 
YMT/Plaxton, tested 1/89, £9,000. 1975 PJK Duple, 
tested 2/89, £4,000. Part exchanges welcome. Tel. 
(0452) 410289. (15641/BE) 
R REG CAETANO, fitted 330 diesel, 20 seater, 5 
speed gearbox, every conceivable coach extra, 
immaculate throughout, 14 months MoT, taxed, 
sensible offers only. 021 550 3319. (15619/BE) 


1981 
BEDFORD YNT TURBO 
DUPLE DOMINANT IV 


53 individual reclining seats, Telma, 


power door, radio/tape/pa. 
Excellent condition, MoT December 1988. 


£19,000 + VAT 


Tel: (0994) 240274 


(15651/BE/80) 


51 


BOVA 


1984 
BOVA FUTURA FHD 


49 seater executive, full spec, including toilet, fridge, 
coffee machine and video, taxed, MoT till April 1989, 
excellent condition. 


£59,500 + VAT 


Available immediately 


Telephone 0371 850322 


(14978/BV/79) 
——) 


1985 BOVA FUTURA FHD 


49 reclining seats, double glazing, curtains, 
carpets, driver's bunk, central toilet, coffee 
machine, fridge, continental door, TV, video, 
plug door, PA system, Blaupunkt radio & 
tape, perfect machine inside and out, tested 
Feb 1989. 


£59,750 + VAT 
1982 DAF BOVA EUROPA 


53 reclining seats, arm rests, tinted 
windows, plug door, air overleaf 
suspension, Webasto heater, courier seat, 
rear continental door, curtains, red interior, 
private plates, new paintwork, complete 
engine overhaul with clutch and gearbox, 
brakes relined, new drums all round, tested 
Feb 1989, immaculate condition. 


£38,000 + VAT 


No offers, 
reason for sale new coaches 


Tel. 0924 403449 


(15637/BV) 


1983 DAF MB 
MOSELEY ALPHA GT 


48 reclining seats, TV and radio, toilet and coffee 
machine, current MoT. Re-advertised due to time 
wasters. 


£37,500 


Older vehicle in part exchange considered 
Tel: 0455 290253 
or 0455 290092 after 6pm 


FORD nets. | 
| VIKING 
OF BURTON 


Offer for sale 1978 Ford Supreme, S reg, 

53 seats, new |2 months MoT, Finrad heat- 

ing, autolube and retarder in addition to 
usual extras, £5,750 + VAT. 


Contact Mr Hachett on 
(0283) 217012 


(15527/FO/79) 


1976 FORD PLAXTON, 53 seats, 7 new tyres, re- 
cently re-engined, new Class 5 MoT. £5,500 ono. 
Reason for sale: changing to minibuses. Tel. 051- 
605 1240. (15559/FO/79) 
1983 (Y) FORD T152 DUPLE DOMINANT, 31 seats, 
MoT Feb ‘89, radio, air door, tables and spare seats. 
£16,000 ono. Tel. Sheffield (0742) 561144 ext 292. 
(15513/FO/79) 
1981 FORD DOMINANT II, 53 seats, power door, 
side lockers, double fuel tanks, MoT 30/4/89. Phone 
McCabe 0555 88285. (14970/FO/79) 
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Come to Cumbria 


—t) al 
or we'll come to you = 
anywhere in the U.K. 2 

STOCKISTSOF _ [WECO 
16 SEAT TO 25 SEAT 
PSV BUSES TRUCK 


Kingstown Industrial Estate, Carlisle, Cumbria CA3 OHE. 
Tel: (0228) 24234 - After hours Tel: Bill Armiger 


(0228) 28326. fe = 
RING THE CG. HOTLINE IF G3 
NOW ON _ 
(0228) 24234 


1978 (S) FORD R1114 Supreme III Express, 53 seats, 
new reconditioned underfloor engine, MoT April 
'89. £7,950 + VAT. Arrowline Coaches. Tel. 01-848 
8480. (15597/FO/80) 
1973 (M) FORD R1114 Turbo Plaxton Elite II, 53- 
seater, power door, radio/pa, in regular use, MoT 
May ‘88. £1,950 no VAT. Tel. Essex (0702) 73122 
evenings. (15598/FO/80) 
FORD TRANSIT, 16 seater, petrol, MoT Oct 1988, 
good condition, £2,950. Ford Transit, 12 seater 
SWB, petrol, MoT Feb ‘89, good condition, £1,950. 
Tel. 0249 782401. (15631/FO) 


DOUBLE DECKERS 


AN68 ATLANTEANS/ALEXANDERS 
& LOW-HEIGHT FLEETLINES 
with PSV certificates to Dec 


Immediately available 


Offers 


S & S Vehicle Supplies Ltd 
Tel. (0892) 34067 & 01 591 1778 
both day & eve 


(15573/DD/80) 


1963 LEYLAND ATLANTEAN, 74 seats, MoT expires 
Sept '88, this vehicle is in daily use and is ideal for 
schools and local contract work, offers. Tel. (0926) 
452333. (15654/DD) 
DOUBLE DECKERS, high specification coaches re- 
quired for cash. All types of body and chassis 
required urgently. Twin decks also required. Blyth- 
swood Motors. Tel. 041 221 3165. (13722/DD/69) 


SCANIA 1976, 77 seater, air suspension, power 
steering, auto, lovely condition, new MoT, in daily 
use. £5,500. Tel. (0383) 881076. (15505/DD/79) 


1973 to 1976 LEYLAND 
NATIONALS MK I's 


Choice of 14, a few with test. 


1978 LEYLAND LEOPARDS 


49 seats, express doors, choice of 6. 


Tel: (0226) 716166 
BARNSLEY after 6pm 


(15593/LE/80) 


1978 LEYLAND LEOPARD 12M PLAXTON, 55 seats, 
tinted windows, power door, Telma, tested October 
'88, very good condition. £16,000 ono. Tel. (0242) 
575419 evenings. (15547/LE/79) 


P.S.V. MECHANIC 


1 will suit a single person 
a change of scenery. 


elated to experience. 


AGING DIRECTOR 
ERN QUEENS LTD. 
Near Reading RG8 ORP 


nt on this page 


1983 LEYLAND UTIC 


Left hand drive with COIF for legal 
operation in this country. 
690 turbo engine, air suspension, 38 
recliners, toilet, hot drinks, radio/PA, 
MoT August ’88, under 70,000 miles. 


Any reasonable offer considered 


0742 431807 


(15629/LE/80) 


1981/82 TIGER 245, DUPLE GOLDLINER BODIES, 46 
reclining seats, floor mounted toilet, rear continen- 
tal door and Webasto heating, full MoT. Tel. (0708) 
865656. (15663/LE) 
1982 X REG LEYLAND TIGER 218. Plaxton Supreme 
V, recently repaired, new set of reclining seats, new 
clutch recently fitted, express doors, immaculate 
motor, 12 months ticket, £28,595. Tel. (0423) 
522466/7/8. (15604/LE/80) 
WOOLLEY’S OF ANGLESEY. 1969 LEYLAND 
ATLANTEAN double deck, £1,750 + VAT. 
WANTED: Pre-1978 double deckers, buses and 
coaches. Tel. (0248) 77776. (15642/LE) 
LEOPARD DUPLE DOMINANT Il, 1978 Webasto 
heating, Telma retarder, reclining seats, good 
tyres, test booked late April, reduced to £11,750 + 
VAT. Paul Brown, Lincoln 0522 30811. (15622/LE) 


1980 (V) PRIVATE PLATE. 
Leyland Leopard,680, 53 seater, 
Plaxton IV, double air doors, MoT 
OCT esses ferssececees ees £21,000 ono 


1978 (R) PRIVATE PLATE. 
Plaxton IV, front double air 
doors, 53 seater, Leyland 680, 
MoT June, recent engine over- 
haul, new gear box, drums and 


SMOCS si errsten-eedearesm £12,000 ono. 
Tel. 0244 531042 


1983 A REG Leyland Tiger, 57 seater, Plaxton 3200 
Paramount, £42,500. Tel. 0277 72693. = (14952/LE/79 


LEYLAND COACHES AND SERVICE BUSES, 
urgently required for cash. All types of bodies and 
chassis wanted now. Blythswood Motors. Tel. 041 
(13723/LE/69 


2213165. 


required 


Apply to: 


~Orinks, fridge, driver's bunk, Tempo TUU Webast 

riage ke Seat Spi seat, continental door, feng 
, super roughout, £49,500 ; 

0268 (Essex) 783878 bed 


(15625/NE/80) 
ISSUE 480 


MERCEDES 


[ DUE TO ARRIVAL OF NEW VEHICLES WE HAVE 
AVAILABLE FOR SALE THE FOLLOWING 
25 seater Mercedes 609D 
MoT 2.2.89, Reg 3.2.87, full soft trim, side skirts. 
£21,800 + VAT ono 
20 seater Executive Mercedes 608D 
TV, video, Volvo seats, Webasto heating, wired 
for coffee machine, fitted carpet, large boot, 
side skirts. 
£15,800 + VAT ono 
19 seater Mercedes 508D 
MoT 4.3.89. Reg 1.2.83, full soft trim skirts. 
£11,800 + VAT ono 
All vehicles are in excellent condition 
and are available for inspection. 


Contact 


MASONS EXECUTIVE TRAVEL 


0506 822342 between 9-6pm. 
(15023/ME/78) 


MERCEDES 609, 709 AND 811 TURBOS, 27 seats, 
25 seats, 24 seats, with boot and some with power 
door. Instant delivery, plus selection of 9 low 
mileage Mercedes 27/24/21 seats. Part exchange 
welcome. Blythswood Motors Ltd, Glasgow. Tel. 
041 221 3165. (14117/ME/72) 
1979 MERCEDES 207D, 12 seaters, MoT Sept ‘88, 
recon engine, 14 mths, good condition, £2,250 + 
VAT. 0606 853876. (15623/ME/80) 


SETRA 


1984 SETRA S228 
First registered April '84 (A410 GPY). Mercedes en- 
gine, 8 speed manual box, Voith retarder, Webasto, 
seats: 20 lower deck + 2 tables, 54 upper deck, toilet, 
hostess facilities, water heater plus sink, fridge and 


crew compartment. Courier seat, radio/pa/cassette, 8 
TV monitors, red interior, white exterior. 


£88,500 + VAT 
Telephone 01 804 2474 


Arlington Motor Co Ltd 
(15632/SA) 


VOLVO 


1980 VOLVO B58 Plaxton Supreme 11m, 53 seats, 
express doors, tinted windows, radio, pa, tested 
September 1988, reasonable offers. Tel. 0904 
799014 Day, 790353 Eve. (14968/VO/79) 


1975 VOLVO B58 57 seater, MoT September '88, 
new engine, good condition, £8,000 plus VAT. 0287 
51373. (15624/VO/80) 


ORIZAR 


COACH SALES & SERVICE 


1986 VOLVO B10M GL 
Caetano Algarve Highliner. First register- 
ed June ‘86. Alloy wheels, 53 recliners, 
rear sunken toilet, continental door, 
driver’s bunk, coffee machine, video, 20in 
monitor, low mileage, absolutely im- 
maculate. Part exchange welcome. 


ISSUE 480 


1978 VOLVO B58 


Caetano 53 seater 


6-speed gearbox, power door, 
radio/PA, long MoT. 


£13,500 ono + VAT 


Telephone: (0506) 881318 


(15647/VO) 


VOLVO COACHES AND SERVICES BUSES urgently 
required for cash. Manual or automatic, all body 
types including double deck and twin deck, 
immediate settlement and _ finance cleared. 
Blythswood Motors. 041 221 3165. (14905/VO/78) 


1975 VOLVO B58 PLAXTON, with Supreme IV 
front, 57 seats, 6-speed ZF box, retrimmed 1983, 
power door, radio, pa, cassette, MoT March ‘89. 
£12,000 + VAT. Mitchell's Chs. Tel. (0506) 853255. 
(15566/VO/79) 


IMPACT LINES 


Placed above and below 
your advertisement for an 
additional £5. 


VOLVO B58 VAN HOOL 57 seater, MoT 6.1.89, TV 
box fitted, recent clutch renewal, PA, radio casset- 
te, ready for work. £18,000. Tel. (0752) 26255, 
evenings 339800. (15567/VO) 


VOLVO 1979 B58, 12 metres chassis for re-bodying, 
engine, gear box transmission A1. £41,000 ono. 
Tel. (0564) 826795. (14998/V0/79) 


1982 Y Reg VOLVO B10M, P90, 57 retrimmed seats, 
wired for TV/video, toilet, drinks machine, fridge 
and Webasto, £54,500 + VAT. Tel. Bedminster 
Coaches, (0272) 838228. (15501/VO/79) 


1985 VOLVO B10M 
PLAXTON 4000 RS 


Twin deck, immaculate condition, new Volvo 
engine, 13,000km. Cert. 62 seats. Every possible 
extra including downstairs lounge. 

Must be seen. 


£93,000 
Tel: 07695 2395 


(15628/VO/80) 


1975 BEDFORD PJK PLAXTON 
29 seats, radio, pa, power door, MoT Jan 


‘89, 5 speed gearbox, repanelled and re- 
painted in Masons white. Photo available. 


Contact: 
TRAMONTANA CD LTD 
MOTHERWELL 
TEL. 0698 53845/861790 


VOLVO COACHES always in stock. 


1973-86 Plaxton, Duple Caetano, 
all specs, first class condition. 


AUDIO & VIDEO 


Bus & Coach 
AUDIO — VIDEO 
SPECIALISTS 


unique demountable 
monitor now available 


@ Sales @ Service 


(3323/AV} 


517881 


THE SPECIALISTS FOR COACH AUDIO 
VISUAL SYSTEMS 


Covering all areas in the South West 
and Wales. 


APPOINTED SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS 


OF 
a i 
Radiomobile 
outage. THE 


ENCE OF SOUND 


VIDEO AND AUDIO EQUIPMENT 


x Fast ‘on site’ installation 

* Full repair and service back up 

* Free quotes and estimates 
For full information 

contact VIDEO WEST today. 


BRISTOL & (0272) 676467 


(14383/AV/74) 


SHARPMATE LTD 
We will supply you with 
1 x 14” TV/MONITOR 
1 VIDEO 
FULL ON SITE INSTALLATION 
A FULL 2 YEARS GUARANTEE 
AND 

3 TOP TITLED VIDEOS 

(CHANGED EVERY 12 WEEKS) 


FOR ONLY 99p 
PER DAY RENTAL 


CONTACT US NOW ON 
WORCESTER (0905) 821196 


VIDEOS 


We'll fit videos at your premises over night. 
No need to take the coach off the road. 


VIDEO SYSTEMS 
14” - £995 16” - £1,195 20 - £1,295 


Fully inclusive — TV/Monitor, Video Player and 
Full Installation. 


(15653/AV) 


48 HOUR SERVICE 


We supply for immediate delivery all radio 
cassette, p.a. systems and microphones at very 
competitive prices. 


For all your Audio/Video requirements contact: 


VIDEOFIT SYSTEMS LTD 


(6193/AV/59) 


PIONEER PUBLIC ADDRESS and radio/cassette. 
Unique one piece fitting, DIY, 12/24 volts. Details 
from Mike Richards, Colchester Car Radio. Tel. 
0206 67599. (14578/AV/75) 
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1978 
BEDFORD YMT DUPLE 
DOM Il 


53 seater, MoT Sept ‘88. 
Good condition. 
£8,500 + VAT 
Part Exchange Welcome 
Tel: 0452 26662 
Contact Pete or Dave 


L(14981/PB/79)_j 


AEC 1972 


Tail lift, water tanks, 
sink unit, Telma, 
Webasto heater, PSV, 
48 seats, MoT Sept ‘88. 


£5,000 ono + VAT 


Jacobs Coaches 
(0703) 692235 


———— |_(15590/PB) _j = 


BEDFORD PJK 


29 seater Plaxton, 

V reg, power door, 
curtains, MoT Nov’88, 
good condition, red 
interior. 


£8,500 + VAT 
Tel: 0384 62304 


L_(15605/PB)_j———4 
—— 


SEDDON 
PLAXTON 


Elite III, 53 seater, radio, 
12 months MoT and tax. 
Good condition, sold with 
contract on local work. 


£3,000 + VAT 
Tel. 01-672 8973 


FE |_(15542/PB/79) | 
—— 


COACHES UNDER £10.000 


_ TT 
1980 FORD DUPLE 
DOMINANT II 


41 seater, Bristol dome, 
power door, taxed, 
MoT to Nov ‘88, radio/pa, 
vgc for year. 


£9,000 + VAT 
ono 
Tel: (0948) 
840228 


———_ (15648/PB) __} —— 


eS a 


K REG 
J BEDFORD YROQ if 
Mk IV front, 45 seater, 
tested to 24/2/89, 


taxed to end April ‘88. 
Good condition. 


£1,950 ono 
Tel: 0254 678830 


SSL (15595/PB/80) + 


J LEYLAND LEOPARD \f 


Van Hool Vistadome, 44 recliners, 
retrimmed 12 months, MoT July 
"88, power door, very low mileage, 

good condition inside and out. 


£4,000 ono + VAT 
(0423) 780139 
L (15591/PB/80) 7 — 
— a G) 


_— 


1977 (R) Bedford 
Plaxton Supreme 
51 seats and courier, coffee/fridge, 
power door, PA, 500 engine, 


gearbox replaced July '87, MoT 
Dec ‘88, very clean condition. 


£7,500 + VAT 
Tel. 0378 74187 (Essex) 


<= (15071/P8/78) 5 
S — ei: 


1980 


IVECO 


5 speed diesel, mini coach, 
14 high back seats, white, 
unwritten, 12 months PSV, 
fully serviced, recent tyres, 


very clean throughout. 
£3,750 inclusive 
Tel: 021-552 4954 


= _15639/P8) 7 


1979 
] FORD ALPHA \f 


53 seater, radio/cassette 
p.a, taxed and tested. 
In service daily 


£7,500 
Tel: 0527 42590 


1980 
BEDFORD YMT DUPLE 


DOM II 
53 seater, MoT Sept ‘88. 
Good condition. 
£9,000 + VAT 
Part Exchange Welcome 
Tel: 0452 26662 
Contact Pete or Dave 


L(14982/PB/79) J = 
(—— 


——— 


1976 BEDFORD 


53 seater, Plaxton body, 500 
engine, ready for work. All 
prepared for MoT, booked for 
29th April. Above average 
condition. 


£7,500 + VAT 
Tel: (0323) 440622 


L_(15594/PB/80) J 
a 


S 


1980 FORD 


R1114 Duple Dominant Il, 
53 seats, power door, 
Bristol Dome, MoT Sept 
1988. 


£7,500 + VAT 
Tel. (0827) 288822 


(—7_ (15658/PB) 5 


1982 
FORD PETROL 
TRANSIT 


Overdrive, 16 moquette seats, 

carpet to the floor, radio, P.A. 

MoT Aug ‘88. Part exchange 
considered. 


£6,000 + VAT 
Tel. (0509) 267705 


__ (15536/PB/79) y= 
ons Se 


1978 (S) 
i} BEDFORD jf 
Plaxton Supreme, 45 seats, 


Curtains, stainless wheel trims, 
Mot Dec ‘88, taxed, 500 engine. 
Very clean condition. 


£7,000 + VAT 
Tel: (0279) 76316 
(Essex) 


L_(15584/PB/80) |= 
mee 


1977 
BEDFORD YMT 
PLAXTON 


53 seater, MoT Sept ’88. 
Good condition. 
£7,000 + VAT 
Part Exchange Welcome 


Tel: 0452 26662 
Contact Pete or Dave 


L_(14962/PB/79) ,——— 
ee oan 


COACHES UNDER £10.000 | 


HALF PRICE LEYLAND NATIONALS? CONTINENTAL SHUTTLES TRANSPORT TICKET SERVICES 


Not quite. Tend Favitedif For quality reconditioned ticket machines (Setright and Almex). 
enders are invited for shuttles to Brittany, Tickets: Rolls, books, weeklies and passes. Cash bags, punches 


South of France and Spain for Summer '88. Only etc. 
operators with late model, high specification Fast, professional ticket machine repair and 
coaches and adequate back-up resources modification service. 
Illustrated brochure available. 
For personal service contact us on 


(060084) 650 
Yew Tree Cottage, Newcastle, 


Monmouth, Gwent. 
(15053/TQ/80) 


But we offer a cost effective alternative. Selection of 
1974/75 AEC Swift/Marshall, 47 seats + 16 standees, 
low floor, dual door bodies, AH 505 rear engine, 
automatic gearbox, current MoT, good tyres. 


Prices from £3,250 + VAT 


Wealden Omnibuses 
Tel. (0892) 833830 


(12947/SB/64) 


required. 


Tender documents from 


Tentrek, 152 Maidstone Road, 
Sidcup, DAI4 5HS. 


01-302 8800 (15599/TE) 
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Contact TREVOR WIGLEYp,%stey 


for a wide range of secondhand parts including: 


SPRINGS TO FIT - DMS, Leyland Atlantean/Leopard, Daimler Fleetline, Bristol 
LH, RE, VRT & FLS, AEC Bedford, Ford and many others. 


DIFFERENTIALS - AEC, Routemaster, Leyland Atlantean/Leopard, Bedford 
YMT, Ford, Bristol LH, Leyland Nationals and many others. 


ENGINES -— 680 engines to fit Leyland and Atlantean, Routemaster 590, Bedford 
466 & 500, Seddon HLXB, LXB & LX to fit VRT Bristols. 


MANY MORE SPARES AVAILABLE INCLUDING GLASS 


WANTED FOR DISMANTLING 
SINGLE AND DOUBLE-DECK BUSES 
Cash Available @ Distance no object 


SPECIAL OFFERS THIS WEEK 


@ 1980 FORD SERVICE BUS, 45 seater, tested. 
@ 1974/75/76 SERVICE BUSES, Leyland Leopard 49 and 53 seaters, 680 powered, 


Seddon Gardner powered, PAS, tested. 


@ 1975 (P) BEDFORD YRQ, 45 seater, tested. 
@ 1971 DAIMLER FLEETLINE, Eastern Coachworks body, Gardner powered. 
@ 1976 LEYLAND LEOPARDS, Dominant I’s, EX-NBC, tests just expired. Choice 


of five. 
@ 1976/77 LEYLAND NATIONALS. 


BUS COMPANIES! SURPLUS STOCK AND VEHICLES? 
Please send your Tenders to T Wigley 
Ilchester, 30 Royston Road, Cudworth, Barnsley, South Yorks. 
Telephone: (0226) 723147 day or 710450/716479 eves 


ReSiikcas PARTS AND 
SERVICE IN THE SOUTH 


@ Authorised service dealers 

@ Warranty work undertaken 

@ Wide range of parts held in stock 

@ Other parts normally obtained 
within a few days 

@ Parts delivered to any area 

@ Glass supplied and fitted 


Specialised Goach Services 
Unit D2, Lympne Airport Industrial 
Estate, Lympne, Hythe, Kent CT21 4NX. 
Tel: 0303 62331 Telex: 859106 
Fax: 030362472 
24 HOUR SERVICE 


(5914/VE/59) 


PSV SPECIALISTS OFFER FOR 


NATIONAL, LEOPARD, TIGER 
and RELIANCE 
@ FULLY RECONDITIONED ENGINES WITH FREE 
FITTING 


@ GEARBOXES RECONDITIONED ON SERVICE 
EXCHANGE 


@ RECONDITIONED HEADS, BLOCKS AND 
CRANKSHAFTS 


AVON DIESEL COMPANY 
(0454) 313805 (BRISTOL) 


(5888/VE/59) 


ISSUE 480 


RECONDITIONED 
GEARBOXES 


Quality reconditioned semi- 
auto gearboxes with 
warranty. 

Also large stocks of service 
and coach spares available. 
Buses and Coaches 
required for dismantling. 
Contact: 

PVS 
(0226) 722052/725003 


~~ |PLAXTONS 


For replacement 
windscreens and side 
windows in Scotland 


(13577/VE/68) 


0698 373483/4/5 


Accident repairs and spray painting 


John Stewart & Co Wishaw Ltd, 
Garrion Business Park, 


Wishaw 


(15613/VE/80) 


5918/VE/59) 


JONCKHEERE 


PARTS AND SERVICE 
me, Vide range of parts 


Glass supplied and fitted 


A 3 yrs Jonckheere experience 


a Fast efficient service 
“J Emergency coach hire 
Parts Hotline 


Jim Robinson 
0923 246035 


24 hour emergency service 
9 Elton Way, Watford, Herts. 


KENNY ADAMSON'S 


/* ono 


FULL COACH REPAIR 
& PAINTING ON ALL 
COACH BODIES 

VAN HOOL 

SPECIALIST 


[too] 


SCOTTISH 
AGENTS - PARTS 
SERVICE & 
WARRANTY 

Tel. 0236-27788/ 
22242 

24hr Emergency service 
0236-51631 after hours 
Telex: 776816 


GLOUCESTER 
PSV SPARES 


Leyland, Bedford, Fleetline... 
. All types of PSV spares... 


including springs, axles, engines, gearboxes, 
glass etc... 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY... 


We will purchase for cash old and redundant 
buses and surplus spares 


@ FULL RECOVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE @ 
(Anywhere in UK @ 24 hours) 


Accident repair our speciality 
Contact your local spares dealer 
in the South 


Gloucester PSV Spares 
Tel. 0452 307231 


(15656/VE/80) 


(14551/VE/77) 


LEYLAND LEOPARD 680 
& TIGER TL11 ENGINES 


* We supply fully rebuilt engines which are 
completely overhauled and guaranteed. 


* We will fit and deliver direct to you 
anywhere in the UK 


Large stock from £1,900 + VAT 


or your own unit overhauled. 
Telephone for details 
(0226) 750515 Day (0709) 892123 Evenings 


Please mention Coachmart & Bus Operator when replying to an advertisement on this page 55 


GLASS! 


Plaxton Elite V2 SCE@N........:sseesescseeestesseereeenneeseed 
Dominant | % screen........ 
Dominant 10M/11mM Sid@S..........:sseseeseeeeeesseen £50 
Plaxton Elite 10m/11m Side@s..........:sseseseeeseed £50 
Plaxton Derwent % screen....... £60 
Willowbrook Bus 2 SCr@EM ........sesseeseesteeteeteeseees £60 
BETStyleas/ote atte siesictsitssreenscsntteesst stensentee 
Alexander 2 screen 
Alexander V2 FAV .......sccsessecsssessessseeceeceestecnecneeneens 
Why buy new when used will do 
from WACTON COACH SALES 


Bromyard (0885) 82782 


(14750/VE/76) 


SILDAASASSAAAALALAAASALSSSSASS SA 


DUNDEE AUTO SALVAGE 
LTD 


SO 


Station Yard, Kellas, By Dundee 


BREAKING 


We have in stock for AEC, FORD, LEYLAND 
LEOPARD, BEDFORD YRQ, YMT, YRT, 
SPRINGS at £45 each. Differential units from 
£175, Gearboxes from £175. 


Also Starter Motors and Alternators; CAV and 
Butec from £45 each. 


Glass, seats, body parts and most electrical 
components available. 


Next day delivery (anywhere in UK) 


ALWAYS WANTED - REDUNDANT BUSES 
AND COACHES 


Tel: 082 625 330 


SLLSLSLSSS LL LS LL SLL SSA ASS SLD. 


VANT[OOL 


aa OST y eet 


PPP PD DD ADLDD SDSS LSS SSDS AAS SSS SSO 


(15568/VE) 
SII 


bor ar 


FOR YOUR PARTS AND 
SERVICE IN 
NORTHERN ENGLAND 


Contact:- 


MANDALE SERVICE 


Bernell House, Gilwilly Estate, 
Penrith, Cumbria CA11 9BN 


PHONE (0768) 63404 
TELEX: 64103 


(15657/VE/80) 


CRANES & COMMERCIALS = 


(EXPORTS) LIMITED 


GOUGHS TRANSPORT DEPOT 
MORESTEAD, WINCHESTER, HAMPSHIRE 


Tel: (0962) 715555 Tix: 477070 Fax: (0962) 714868 
After Hours/Weekends: (0860) 817540 


@ NEW e@ RECONDITIONED @ USED SPARE PARTS 


DIESEL ENGINES 
CYLINDER HEADS 
CYLINDER BLOCKS 
CRANKSHAFTS 
SHORT MOTORS aa 


= 


DIFFERENTIALS AXLES 
HALFSHAFTS 


HUBS 
CROWNWHEELS & PINNIONS 


GEARBOXES 
TRANSFER BOXES 
AUTOMATIC 
PNEUMOCYCLIC 
MANUAL 


(14949/VE/79) 
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RECONDITIONED 
GEARBOXES 
12 MONTHS WARRANTY 
We specialise in... 
VOLVO * MAN x ZF’s * BRISTOL 


* BEDFORD * LEYLAND * AEC 
* 5-SPEEDS 


542 Eaton 5-speeds in stock. 

Large range of other coach gearboxes 
in stock. 
BRIDGWATER GEARBOX 
CENTRE 


Tel: (0278) 428158 day, 732021 night. 
For service in the North call 
(061) 2233103 
Delivery arranged, anywhere in UK 
(6624/VE/59) 


© W.North(PV)Ltd 
4 Sherburn-in-Elmet 
= Near Leeds 4 
4 New and used spares to fit Bristol RE’s, : 
@ LH, FLF, Scania, Leyland Nationals, : 
4 Dennis Falcon and many other single @ 
e deck and double deck PSV’s. $ 
e 

$ Telephone (0977) 682415 $ 
e (13022/VE/63) 3 


RECONDITIONED GEARBOXES, @ semi auto and 
manuals, @ all fully reconned and guaranteed. Tel: 
Joe Sykes (0226) 725702 or 717328. (13441/VE/68) 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC GEARBOXES, service exchange 
or 24-hour repair service with warranty. A to Z 
Transmission Services, Coventry. Tel. (0203) 
614412. (15514/VE/79) 


MARTINS PSV SPARES 


King Street, 
Middlewich, 
Cheshire CW10 9EA 


(M6 exit junction 18, A54 2 
miles from motorway) 


Contact: Tom Hodgkinson 
on (060 684) 6936 


(5906/VE/59) 


LEOPARD DIFFERENTIALS 


Reconditioned, service 
exchange. Fully guaranteed. 


Tel: 0246 417672 


(13263/VE/66) 


\\ 


The Hi-Spec range of 
Software includes: 


Holiday Bookings 
Excursions and Express 
Private Hire and Contracts 


Group Travel 


Accounts 
Payroll 


‘, Gipsy «a 
a= 
Se CONTACT: 


= DAVID BATTERBY 
COACH TOUR SYSTEMS} 


37 COVERHILL ROAD, GROTTON, 


OLDHAM, LANCS OL4 5RE 


Telephone: 0625 615911 


TRAINING 


NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
HOMESTUDY AND INTENSIVE COURSES 


CPC 
Our CPC material was updated March 88. 
YOU CAN'T BEAT THAT! 
CALL FREE 
0800-37-35-31 OR 098-456 310 
(0275-51-56-49 AFTER HOURS) 


FRIENDBERRY LTD 


(14624/TG/75) 


CPC (PSV) 


National attendance courses at Leeds, Man- 
chester and Coventry for all examination dates. 


@ National and International study courses also. 
Hargreaves 
[AS] Training Services 
> Leeds (0532) 571701 
TN 7_| Manchester (061) 872 7916 
HARGREAVES GROUP 


After hours (0924) 251581 
(6777/TG/66) 


PSV DRIVER TRAINING 


To Class 1 or Class 1A 
BCT Qualified Instructors 


London Coaches 
For details please phone 


ULA, 01-877 1722 


(15552/TG/79) 
WORRIED ABOUT TAKING 
YOUR CPC? 


THEN TALK TO US 
Wide range of courses held, block, weekend and 
homestudy. Hundreds of students pass first time 
with us. Write or phone for free brochure. 
Courses held in Preston, Birmingham, London, 
Peterborough and Edinburgh. 
CENTRE FOR TRANSPORT STUDIES 
Station House, Mitton Rd, Whalley, Lancs 


Tel: (025482) 3921 


(6877/TG/61) 
el 


FOR HIRE 


DUE TO CANCELLED CONTRACT 


74 SEATER SETRA DOUBLE DECKER to a 
very high standard available for shuttle work 
during 1988 season. 


Fully experienced crew, including hostess if 
required. 


We use our own bottom end drivers based in 
South of France. 


For further details contact 
Chris Goodhill or Harold Price 
Wharfedale Pullman Travel 
Leeds (0532) 504966 Tlx: 557179 


(15583/FH) 


1988 B10M VAN HOOL Alizee SH, 12m, high speci- 
fication, limited availability, April 1988 May 1988 
for long/short proposals. UK or continental. Fully 
experienced crews provided. For further details 
please contact 0394 271284. (14959/FH/79) 


SETRA HIGH DECK Executive, private reg, 49 seats, 
plain white, available most dates for all types UK, 
Continental tour work. Tel. 0603 633296/487333 
day, evenings. (15022/FH/78) 


ISSUE 480 


Conversions and 
Showrooms at: 
Guildhall Ind. Estate, 
Sandall Stone Road, 
Doncaster. 

Tel: (0302) 887286. 

Contact Frank Bloom 
(0723) 583247 (home) 


windows. £13,150. 
Also available with back spec. £12,150. 


windows. £15,150. 
Also available with basic spec. £13,650. 


your specification. 


windows, skirts, Bristol dome. From £23,995. 


SCOTT of Bellshill Ltd 


SHERPA, 21 seater, power door. 
Used vehicles in stock: 
1987 SHERPA, 16 seater, MoT. 


1986 IVECO, 14 seater, mint. 


mint condition. 


1983 MERCEDES 608, 25 seater. 


Contact: George Stratford 
2/4 Glenfield Road 
Kelvin Ind Est 
EAST KILBRIDE 
(03552) 35186 


1980 (V) Ford Transit, 17 seater, Reebur 
diesel minicoach, power doors, high back 
moquette seats, very tidy, tested till Nov 
MGB GWM sniscsvsscssscssteeteensereosseessuese £4,500 ono 


1980 (W) Bedford, PJK, 29 seater, Duple 
Dominant coach, white, unwritten, tested 
till March 198 1 cron .crtetetediess. £9,950 ono 


CLINTONA 
MINICOACHES 


Telephone Brentwood 


TALBOT EXPRESS 1500, diesel, high roof, 14 high 
back moquette seats, radio/cassette, 4 speakers, full soft 
trim, luggage racks, saloon heater, quad vent, tinted 


FREIGHT ROVER, diesel, 5-speed, 16 high back mo- 
quette seats, high roof, radio/cassette, 4 speakers, full 
soft trim, luggage racks, saloon heater, quad vent, tinted 


Power door, bus, service spec, available soon. £15,995. 


TALBOT EXPRESS PULLMAN, triaxle, diesel, 22 mo- 
quette seats, power door, full soft trim, saloon heater, 
£23,850. Demo vehicle available. Can be supplied to 


MERCEDES 609D, 20, 22, 24, 26 high back moquette 
seats on tracking, full soft trim, luggage racks, saloon 
heaters, quad vents, radio/cassette 4 speakers, tinted 


NEW MINIBUSES FOR IMMEDIATE/EARLY DELIVERY 


MERCEDES 609D, 21-27 seater, with or without power door and boot. 
MERCEDES 407D, 15 seater, full luxury. 

FORD TRANSIT DIESEL, 16 seats plus luggage pen, power door. 
FORD TRANSIT DIESEL, 20 seats 3 standees, power door. 

FORD TRANSIT 160, 15 seat, full luxury. 

RENAULT T35D, 16 seat coachbuilt with power door. 


1986 M.A.N. RIVIERA, 32 seat, full luxury trim. 


1986 MERCEDES 608D, Reeve Burgess, 25 seats, new MoT. 
1986 (D) MERCEDES 609, 16 full size Vogel seats, 2 luggage pens, very low mileage, 


1985 (Dec) SHERPA, 16 seater, new MoT. 


0) 
0) 
0 
= 
-| 


SPECIALIST COACHBUILDERS 


(0277) 215526 


(15643/MB) | 


MERCEDES 608D, 21 seater, tinted windows, Bris- 
tol Dome, Y Reg, long MoT, only £13,500 + VAT. 
Tel. C & G Coaches, (03543) 2200/5210. = (15650/MB) 
1977 BEDFORD Reebur diesel, 17 seater minicoach, 
high back moquette seats, tidy vehicle, tested 
September 1988, £2,950 + VAT ovno. Tel. 0895 
32452. (15621/MB) 
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MINIBUSES 


Available for viewing Saturday 
am by arrangement. 


1986 (C) SHERPA, petrol, tail-lift, 14 seats, 30,000 miles, 
as new, MoT to March °89. £10,500. 

1986 (C) TALBOT EXPRESS diesel, 14 moquette seats, 
radio/cassette, annual 1 year, £9,300. 

1985 (C) TALBOT EXPRESS, petrol, 12 seats, radio/ 
cassette, annual to Oct ’88. £6,150 

1985 (B) IVECO, petrol, 14 high back Vogel moquette 
seats, full soft trim, high roof, annual to Oct ’88. £8,950 
1984 (B) IVECO, petrol, 12 high back Vogel moquette 
seats, 2 tables, full soft trim, annual to Sept °88. £6,950 
1984 (B) TALBOT EXPRESS, petrol, 12 seats, annual to 
Nov. 88. £5,950 

1983 (Y) TRANSIT, petrol, 16 moquette seats, full soft 
trim, radio/cassette, luggage racks, tacho, annual to 
March 1989. £8,500. 

1982 (X) IVECO diesel 12 moquette high back seats, soft 
trim, 5 speed, radio, annual one year. £4,950. 


WANTED Your redundant minicoach 


Scotland’s Leading 
Coachbuilders 


CARRIAGEWAYS 
New Vehicles supplied 
Used Vehicles 


1987 FREIGHT ROVERS 350, Dormobile, 16 
seaters + 5 standees, tested '89......scscsssseseseesesnne POA 
1985 (B) REG TRANSIT, SWB, Mellor, 12 seater, 
petrol, test Sept ’88, low mileage.............sssveeesesee £5,250 
1984 (B) REG TRANSIT, Sweet 16, petrol o/d, test 
Marchi eaten, sscesneecrstttterent csr strecnictrecscoresceons £10,500 
1984 (A) REG BEDFORD, Dormobile, LWB, 12 
seater, petrol, test Dec ’88. £4,750 
1981 (X) REG IVECO 60, 
Goidoor, test JUm| 188. ....5:sssesizese-spsdsncsassocsennnstecse- 

1980 (V) REG IVECO 60/10 Harwyn, 25 seater, 
power door, large boot, test Jan '89........sssssssses £7,750 
Finance available 


Contact Frank Chandler 
Tel: (0234) 740057 


(15611/MB) 


1984 (A) BEDFORD SWB 12-seater, petrol, first 
certified as PSV 2/11/87. £3,500 + VAT. Tel. (0704) 
28807. (15538/MB/79) 
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1982 (Y) TRANSIT, petrol, 16 moquette seats, annual to 
Dec ’88, £6,995 

1982 (Y) FORD, A-series, petrol, tail-lift, 14 plastic seats, 
first registered Nov 
1982 (X) IVECO, diesel, 12 high back moquette seats, 
soft trim, 5 speed, annual to June '89, £4,550 

1980 (V) VW diesel, 12 moquette seats, annualled Feb 
"89. £3,260. 

1978 (T) TRANSIT, diesel, o/d, 16 seats, annual to Dec 
88. Available soon. 

1977 (S) TRANSIT, diesel, 16 seats, annual to Oct ’88. 


1976 (R) REEBUR diesel, 17 seater, annual Sept. £2,750 
1980 (V) RANGE ROVER, vgc inside and out, recent 
new clutch and tyres, many extras. £4,900. 

1987 (D) MERCEDES 420SL, 8,000 miles, leather uphol- 
stery & rear seats, cruise control, ABS, FSH, one lady 
owner, £34,200 

1983 (A) BMW 732i auto, one year’s MoT, very good 
condition, many extras. £7,450. 


Showroom at Dartford Road, 
Dartford, Kent. 
Tel: (0322) 28538. 
Contact Colin Taylor, Dave 
Broad or Chris Springham 
at Dartford 
or Colin Taylor (home) (0293) 24891 
or Dave Broad (home) (0634) 711178 


(3237/MB) 


°82. MoT Oct ’88 £3,625 


5250. 


PULLMAN 
MINIBUSES 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


THE NEW 
TALBOT TRI-AXLE 
22 SEAT PSV 


(15633/MB/80) 


Quantity Available 
Contact: DEREK CHARLES 
& PETER DALY 


ROBINS |&DAY FLEET 


= 061-873 7618 or; 
Wd (09322) 46664 | 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
MERCEDES 609D 


21 seat Devon luxury 


si, PLD, 
TRUCK 
SALES 


MERCEDES BENZ 


1986 D Reg (December) 


SHERPA DIESEL 


5 speed gearbox, Dormobile conversion, 
colour white, high roof, 16 seats, fitted 
radio, PSV spec, vinyl seats, MoT’d, in 

excellent condition throughout. 


£11,500 ono + VAT 


Tel: 0604 760730 


(14994/MB/79) 
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Ford Transit, 12 seat luxury.. 
Mercedes 307, 12 seat luxu 
Mercedes 407, 15 seat luxury 
F/Rover 350, 16 seat luxury ....... 
Mercedes 608, 19 + 6 s/carriage. 
Mercedes 608, 23 seat luxury........ 
Mercedes 609, 20 + 6 s/carriage........... 

Mercedes 609, 19 seat luxury, with deep boot 
Mercedes 609, 24 seat luxury, with deep boot 


on 0302 69351 


COACHMASTER 


LIMITED 


NEW VEHICLES 


NEW MERCEDES 609D, 24 seater, 
deep boot, luggage racks, optional 


Europa (Coaches) Ltd 


THE MARKET LEADER 


IMMEDIATE OR EARLY DELIVERY ON ALL MODELS 


C. G. WHITTAKER GROUP OF COMPANIES 
WHEATLEY HALL ROAD, DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE. 
Contact: Alan White or Steve White 


Evening: 0302 831756 or 832136 


sessesssssesee £66.91 per week 
ee £79.66 per week 
..... £87.85 per week 


Telex 547322 


(15085/MB) 


NOW IN BUILD & 
THE NEW IVECO MAXI 18 seater for early delivery 


COGIC CI 


tables etc........c0 


NEW VW TRANSPORTER, turbo die- 
sel, 12 seater, Flexibus...£10,900 nett 


USED VEHICLES 


1986 VW LT 31D, high roof, luxury, 
12 seater, luggage pen, power door, 
table, carpet flOOF........ eee £10,750 


1985 MERCEDES 608D, 21 seater, 
deep boot, carpet floor etc., ex show 
MODE li sansivarssscceeserarteeseoerst «bers £17,850 


1985 VOLVO, 740 GLE saloon £5,950 


+ VAT where applicable 
Telephone 01-668 9845 


(14950/MB/79) 


ZS |. Os 


1983 (Y) MERCEDES 608D 


Reeve Burgess, |9 luxury high back seats, tints, boot, 
Bristol Dome, luggage racks, PA, stereo, good 
condition, full test. 


£12,500 ono+ VAT 


Tel. Stratford-on-Avon 
(0789) 204393 


(15589/MB/80) 


W REG TRANSIT PSV DORMOBILE, 10 seater, 
white, MoT December 1988, much recent work, 
some tidying needed. £2,300 No VAT. Tel. (New- 
(15585/MB) 


bury) 0635 35806 daytime/evenings. 
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Bic ened £24,950 nett THE NEW MERCEDES 407D 15 seater 
MERCEDES 609/811 19-27 seater 
FORD TRANSIT 12-16 seater 
RENAULT MASTER 12-14 seater 
MERCEDES 307D 12-16 seater 
FREIGHT ROVER SHERPA 14-16 seater 


Contact: STEVE PEACH/TEL: (0302) 835153 


COLINDALE 
SERVICE STATION 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
OPTARE, 25 seat CityPacer in brilliant white 
with blue moquette interior, luggage boot, 
demountable luggage pen, large capacity 
fuel tank. — _ £33,250 + VAT 


For prices and specification contact Bus and 
Truck Sales 


We offer specialist finance services 
on all vehicles, including HP, leasing 
and contract hire. 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


faTel: 01 205 0131 


(15614 MB) 


1978 S Reg 17-seat FORD REEBUR MINICOACH, 
diesel, overdrive, high back coach seats, MoT Oct 
1988, good engine, clutch, gearbox, driver's fan, 
ood tyres. £2,000 + VAT. Westons Travel. Tel. 
07072) 62126. (15600/MB/80) 


COACHCRAFT (DONCASTER) LTD 
Rands Lane Industrial Estate, 
Rands Lane, Armthorpe, 
Doncaster, 

S Yorks DN3 3DY 


USED VEHICLES @ 
1981 BEDFORD CF, 12 seater diesel 
1982 FORD TRANSIT, 12 seater 
1985 MERCEDES 608D, 19 seater 
1986 MERCEDES 608D, 23 seater 


1984 (B) FORD TRANSIT, diesel, MoT 
26/8/88, new engine, 5,000 miles ago. 
High back moquette seats, excellent 
CONGIMION sicciccssocsccesszenes £7,850 + VAT 


1982 (Y) FORD TRANSIT, petrol, MoT 
3/3/89, moquette seats, excellent or- 
der, Bristol dome.......... £3,850 + VAT 


1981 (W) FORD TRANSIT petrol, MoT 
8/12/88, standard dormobile conver- 
sion, SWB, good condition ....£2,250 

+ VAT 


1977 (R) TRANSIT, tail lift, 8 seat + 
3 wheel chair fixings, MoT 6/7/88, 
good allround condition, 78,000 
INDIES iss ceseccsseeeenecsawene’s £1,500. No VAT. 


Loss of contract forces sale 


Tel. (0622) 52978 


(15516/MB/79) 


1986 IVECO CAETANO body, radio cassette, p.a., 
plug door, 25 seater, new MoT, immaculate. 
£26,500. Choice of two. Tel. (0383) 881076. 


IMPACT LINES 


Placed above and below 
your advertisement for an 
additional £5. 


1985 B REGISTERED FIAT DAILY PSV, petrol, 16 
seater bus, low roof, cloth seats, good condition, 
MoT Dec ’88, £5,000 ono + VAT. Tel. 091 2656 747. 


(14969/MB/79) 


1985 
RENAULT 12 SEATER MINIBUS 


5-speed diesel, under floor luggage 
compartment, full P.S.V., MoT, recently 
resprayed white, excellent condition, full 
Service reCOrds....... eee £7,000 + VAT 


alsoa 
1984 RENAULT 12 SEATER 


recently fitted new engine and a respray, 
good condition............00 £6,500 + VAT. 


Tel: 0282 699033 


(15019/MB/78) 


1986 (D) TALBOT EXPRESS diesel, 14 


SCALE aban is vase Wirosivecdsncaviveudteameteans £8,950 
1983 (Y) TALBOT EXPRESS, 12 
SC Ate iapeetievicwnasageteMMORs Gass vevsssceseneans £2,975 
UNREGISTERED TALBOT EXPRESS, die- 
sel, 15 seater PSV, wheelchair 
HEYT| LT WY Pacer aecjec Oey Se oe eee £12,900.95 
NEW UNREGISTERED FORD TRANSIT, 
PSV, 1B: SCAteHWRM. fc fisesec.ssccsresned £10,900 


All vehicles subject to VAT - 
exchange for cheaper vehicle 


Kenn Garage Ltd (minibus operators) 
Tel. (0272) 872027, (0934) 852391 


(15553/MB/79) 


MINIBUSES, choice of used Caetano, Ivecos, Opti- 
mo, Leyland Cubs, Ford diesel 15, and choice of 8 
Mercedes 608, 508 and 307. Blythswood Motors, 
041 221 3165. (14906/MB/78) 


ISSUE 480 


MINIBUSES 


” MERCEDES | 507D, 20 seats. 
Full luxury spec. 


-MERCEDES 507D, 16 seats, tables with curtains 


and tints. 


Full ory SDeC............ 


“MADE TO REASURE MINICOACHES 
ASHTON RD, BREDBURY, STOCKPORT 


REGISTRATION NUMBERS 


PRE SUFFIX REGISTRATION NOS, immediate 
transfer to buses of registration numbers without 
suffix letter, 06996 408. (15626/RN/80) 


"FOR IMMEDIATE 
‘DELIVERY 


foot EXPRESS, diesel, 14 seats. 


TIMIAN REGISTRATIONS 
£295 each £395 each 


990 EKP 
NSV 126 
RSV 566 
TSV 585 


plus VAT & £80 transfer fee 
We handle the whole transfer 
7E Wards End, Loughborough, Leics. 
Tel. (Office) 0509 217105 CNDA 


Please send SAE for full list. 
(15066/RN/78) 


CIL 2208 
YOV 439 
YPF 188 


sstvesesreneersso £18,000 + VAT 


-s.s.£18,000 + VAT 


‘NATIONAL NUMBERS 
Member of the Cherished Number 


xz = Pp el S$ =—_ eee eee — a oe “y - se 7 ve sae pea 
. . . x , Norton, evelan : 
| assenger Watisfyin V ehicles | 
sok x £99 £155 £275 £299 
| (with over 30 years experience Devon know that this is essential) | AEF 236A AX! 6243. EDZ 210 ~—sOULSU .. 
Devon can offer you fast delivery on any of the following base vehicles | mer bent) eee ee eduage 4 
MERCEDES 207 + 609 ee Lee seat ae 
| VOLKSWAGEN LT28 + 31 I NAG 583A ADZ 1232. EDZ 15 779 FUP 
) FORD DIESEL 16 SEAT PARCEL VAN | Ret ce 
FIAT — FULL RANGE 
| For the best in product and service contact | T enters shewing 1060's of choap plates. 
| Brian Allman — our sales and marketing manager | se ae RN seu *e070 
l I 
i BUWS)ES COACHES | 
| DEVON CONVERSIONS (CP) LTD, VULCAN WORKS, WATERLANE, | f(edatatoW BC] =m iU PAV al. @) 


g EXETER, DEVON EX2 8BY. Tel: 0392 211611 Telex: 42624 (15572™me)| 


1987 FORD 
TRANSIT/DEANSGATE 
12 seater, PSV, MoT. 
Choice of 4. 


1987 VOLKSWAGEN/DEVON 
11 seater + standees, PSV, 
electrically operated door, MoT. 


Tel. 0292 591213 


(15056/MB/78) 


1982 (X) 
MERCEDES 206D 


High roof conversion, 
excellent condition throughout. 


£5,500 + VAT 


Contact Selwins Travel 
Tel. (09285) 64515 


(15576/MB/80) 


LEITHS MINICOACHES 


Freight Rover, 16 seater, 


luxury conversion, full soft 
trim, high back seats, luggage 
racks, additional heater. 
Immediate Delivery 


Tel: 0659 50322 


(15638/MB/80) 


ISSUE 480 


Please mention Coachmart & Bus Operator when replying to an advertisement on this page 


FLEET REGISTRATIONS 
We can supply any type or quantity you want. 
All numbers we advertise are safe, owned by 
us, and are held on our site. All transfers are 
guaranteed. We supply budget, dateless and 
consecutive numbers. 
DISCOUNTS FOR QUANTITIES 

£295 £295 £295 £225 £225 
KSU 409 KSU 467 KSU 472 225 KUO 370 VAE 
KSU 410 KSU 468 KSU 473 187 XYB 834 GXW 
KSU 411 KSU 469 KSU 474 792 FTA WYB 304 
KSU 412 KSU 470 KSU 475 630 YKX 585 CHV 

SV 440 KSU 471 KSU 476 987 UYA 271 AKV 
BYC 800B £49 = CYD 108A £29 CYD 34A £75 


1986 (Nov) 
OPTARE VW 


Ex-VW demonstrator, diesel, 25 
seats + 5, 4,500 miles only, just 
serviced, metallic maroon, metallic 
grey top, COF. 


£23,995 M.ED. Colley Lane Ind Est, Bridgwater, TAG 5LP 
TEL: 0278 424713 
Tel. (0438) 820211 Established 1969 ——_(4565/RN/75) 


(15579/MB) 


FOR SALE: BOTTLE JACKS, eight ton LVE or Arm- 
AVE £££'s 


strong, fully reconditioned and guaranteed. £60 
each ono. Tel. (0462) 51854 09.30 to 15.30. 

On your fuel bunkering costs. 
We offer a 


(15556/VL/79) 
National Bunkering Service 
For more information contact: 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLE LIFTS 
Reconditioned and Guaranteed 
8 tonne 4 Post lift 
10 tonne 4 Post lift 
14 tonne 6 Post lift... 8 
Mobile column lift .............:ceeseeeeee _P.O.A. 
For a complete service throughout the UK, 
Call us: 
ADAM SCHAPIRO 
SWIFT EQUIPMENT LTD 
Lays Farm, Charlton Rd, 
Keynsham, Bristol BS18 2SE 


Telephone: 


(0272) 862449/869534 
OPEN 7 DAYS 


Countrywide Derv Ltd. 


36 Coombe Valley Road, Dover, Kent C117 OEX 


Tel: (0304) 202934 
(0304) 211685 


(15606/FS/80) 


(6884/VL/61) 
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REPAIRS & RECOVERY COACH INSURANCE 


COACH TRIMMERS 


Buy, sell and exchange coach seats. 
Same day service. 
Fit lino, gangway rubbers and trim centre 

roofs. 

Retrims in seconds moquette from 
£1,000. 

Latest patterns in stock. 
BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD 
Telephone Bob Taylor for a quote 


(0253) 66762 


(5981/RR/59) 


MisH COACHWORKS Ld. 


(5900/RR/59) PSV. SPECIALIST REPAIRS AND CONVERSIONS 


* * * LEEDS * x * 
Body styling updated with new front, rear 
panels and domes 
Side panels with black rubber mould schemes 
Coachbuilt toilet/servery installations 
Coach heating systems installed and repaired 


Renovations 
Quality resprays & signwriting 
Accident damage repairs 
VBRA Approved Repairer 

Contact us for quotations, helpful advice and 

above all, genuine service 

* * * Star quality is our hallmark * * * 
New Princess Street 
Holbeck 
Leeds LS11 9BA 

Phone (Located 1 minute from Phone 
0532 M1/M621 Junction) 0532 
441671 (After hours phone 0532 483461))441671 
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Tel. 0604__ UA/TED 
COUNTIES 
20031 £EVG/INEZRING 


| (13119/RR/63) Fig 


sXe (5892/RR/59) 


© COACH RESPRAYS 
Fully guaranteed from £350 plus materials 
premier finish from £550 plus materials 
Front conversions, screen fitting, valeting 
signwriting, accident repairs, insurance 
approved, estimates free, fleet contracts 
undertaken 


DRAPERS COACHWORKS 
01 692 9304 


Coach section 


oys 
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\ 
<o? 
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GEARBOXES, axles, steering boxes, service ex- 
change, or 24-hour repair service, including semi- 
autos, also parts supplied. McCartney’s. Tel. 01-808 
0582 (London). Family business established over 
40 years. (6043/RR/59) 


IMPACT LINES 


Placed above and below 
your advertisement for an 
additional £5. 


EASTGATE FURNISHINGS. The Operators choice. 
First class retrims, roofs, linos and soft trim in- 
teriors. Friendly service guaranteed. Unit 3, Thorn- 
ton Road Ind Est, Pickering, N Yorks. (0751) 
72229/75071. (5901/RR/59) 


FOR QUALITY coach retrims and repairs contact 
Southern Trimmers, Mid Glamorgan. Tel. (0443 78) 
240 or 689. (12951/RR/63) 


DUBLIN DUBLIN LEINSTER TRIM, Unit 62A, Bal- 
doyle Industrial Estate, Dublin 13. Repairs, retrims, 
excellent workmanship, good price, to arrange 
quote: 0001 390085. Plan your retrims now. 
(15659/RR/80) 
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RETRIMS 


the specialists 


TRIMMERS 
TEL. PETERBOROUGH (0733) 238583 


(15517/RR/79) 


| DEVCOPLAN LIMITED 


North-South-East or West 
Wakefield’s In The Centre 
And We Are The Best 


FOR COACH REPAIRS AND 
RENOVATIONS. PLUS NEW MINI 
COACHES. V.B.R.A. APPROVED. 

Approx 11/2 miles from Junction 41. 
M1 and M62 Motorways. 
Boxer 0924 290540 or 378173 


(12913/RR/63) 


SCARBOROUGH 
TRIM SHOPS 


Same day service, UK pick up and 
delivery, buy, sell, exchange seats, fit 
lino, moquette roof etc. 


BODYWORK 


New front conversions, resprays, fitted 
tollets, mobile repairs, screens etc. 
Secondhand Plaxtons seats from £400 
per set. 

Telephone Steve Martin on (0723) 353321 


(0723) 864202. (5890/RR/59) 


BEDFORD 500 & TURBO, first class reconditioned 
complete engines (twin compressor, pump etc) at 
special offer prices. Fully rated with unlimited 
mileage guarantee. Delivery arranged 7-day, 24- 
hour service. Tel. Kevin Noble, Bishop Auckland 
(0388) 767566. (15634/RE/80) 
CAMSAL ENGINEERING, rebuilt exchange engines, 
fully guaranteed, delivery and fitting service avail- 
able. Tel. (0787) 61603 till 9pm. (13462/RE/68) 


STOCKPORT PETROL & DIESEL 
ENGINEERING CO LTD 


1st Class Quality 
Long 12 months or 24,000 miles guarantee. 
Short motors 6 months or 12,000 miles guarantee. 
FORD SHORT 
* (6 mth. g.tee) 360T £645 
BEDFORD 
330 £515 


466 £675 
500 £825 
500 (Blue) £955 


LEYLAND 
401 £895 


410 £895 
LE £1350 
TL12 £1450 


VOLVO 
TD100 £1200 
TD70 £1150 


All engines are exchange + VAT 
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 
UNIT 1, STOCKS MILL 
LEIGH ST., ECCLES, MANCHESTER 
Tel: 061 707 3737 (14044RE71) 


HEATING 
* COACH 
CENTRAL HEATING 


Combustion heater. Air and water systems, full kit 
for existing vehicles. There is a dealer near you. 
Call Eberspacher on (0590) 22626 for full details 
and your local contact point. That's (0590) 22626. 
(4902/HG/52) 


PREMIUMS 
INCREASED? 


We have over 20 years of experience 
arranging insurance packages for 
coach operators. 


LOOK! 


* Insurances arranged for single 
vehicle and large fleet operators, 
also new business ventures 
welcome. 

* Continental extensions daily/ 
annually arranged. 

* Travel packages arranged UK 
and Continental. 

* Personal, friendly attention given 
to all enquiries. 

* Introductory bonus up to 30% 
together with no claims discount of 
up to 50% 

* Easy payment terms available. 
Please contact: 

THE 


WRIGHTSURE 
INSURANCE GROUP 


Wrightsure House 
27 Booker Avenue, Liverpool L18 40Y 
Tel: 051 724 2266 


ae 
$ 


or 
5 Dixon Street, Glasgow, Scotland G1 4AL 
Tel: 041 221 6775 
or 
Wrightsure House 
62 Maidstone Road, Grays, Essex RM17 6NF 
Tel: 0375 378371 


(13442/C1/68) 
GOCODES OGG HE OHSS 4009 9HO8800 


PAY MONTHLY 
FOR YOUR COACH INSURANCE 
LOWEST RATES 
WIDEST COVER 


Owner drivers, fleet operators and 
travel insurance available. 
New ventures welcome. 


(0277) 352965 
KEITH ROWE ASSOCIATES 
Free Post, 


Ingatestone, Essex. 
(15655/C1/80) 


BEOOSE GSTS EDHSHHISSSKS F OOF DIS SOSHHOSRE HS HOSSSOOCSESSKES 


COACH INSURANCE 


Fleet and single vehicle operators 
Continental extensions 


CONTACT: 

Lawrie Insurance Consultants Ltd 
7 Cray Buildings 
Footscray High Street, Sidcup, 
Kent DA14 5HL 


Tel: 01 302 7521/7522 


(5908/CI/59) 
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Coaching 
Insurance Consultants 


ULIELILLLELLLLELILLLAILLLLILLLLELLLILLLERLLLLLLDELLALDALULODAL 


For personal attention to ALL 
your insurance needs, contact: 
COACHING INSURANCE 


CONSULTANTS 
2 Hospital Hill, Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire HP5 1PJ. 


Telephone: (0494) 783595 


(6515/CI/60) 


ISSUE 480 


ae 


COACH INSURANCE 


MAUND McLEONARDS 


SPECIALIST COACH INSURANCE AND 
FINANCE BROKERS 


16 Romsey Road, Eastleigh, 
Hants SO5 4YP 


Telephone (0703) 620007 


B.2.8.a. 


Member Brush Insurance Brokers’ Assc7 


(5957/Cl/59) 


UNIFORMS 


For the 
finest 
value... 


Really cut the cost of staff uniforms this year by 
contacting Britain’s leading coaching uniform 
manufacturers. 


GUS & COACH CoUNCIL 
Assoc sete Member 


We offer a prompt, personal service for either 
large or small contracts made to your order or 
for immediate delivery from stock. 


Please write or telephone for our 1988 colour 
brochure. 


john handiley 
UMHOFINS 


49 Lupton Avenue, Leeds LS9 GEG 
Telephone 0532 488755 
24hr Answerphone. 
Fax: 0532 350487 


Specialist manufacturers of uniforms and accessories 
to the coaching and travel industry. 
(14091/UF/72) 


BLACKBIRD 
KNITWEAR 


UNIFORM YOUR TEAM FOR 1988 


Quality acrylic knitwear, 
personalised with your company 


name and logo embroidered. 


Prices start from as little as £5 a 
garment. 


No minimum order 
Full range of colours and sizes 
Delivery 14-28 days 
For a friendly and flexible service 
contact: 


BOB BRADFORD on 
(0533) 513914 


(13923/UF/72) 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


SMALL COACH BUSINESS FOR SALE in Bedford- 
shire. Tel. (0582) 490042. (15602/BS) 
COACH BUSINESS, ABTA TRAVEL AGENTS. South 
Wales area, eight international licences, travel 
shop, centre town. Very profitable business, tur- 
nover £250,000 plus. No time wasters. Box No. 
15603, Coachmart & Bus Operator, Wentworth 
House, Wentworth Street, Peterborough PE1 1DS. 

(15603/BS/80) 


ISSUE 480 


TRANSFERS 
WE OFFER A COMPLETE SERVICE 


VEHICLE LIVERY WITHOUT QUANTITY RESTRICTIONS. 


@ PRE-SPACED CUT OUT SELF ADHESIVE @ SOLVENT/ 
VARNISH FIX TRANSFERS @ LOGOS/CRESTS @ REVERSE 
CUT PRE-SPACED FOR REAR SCREEN DISPLAY LETTERING. 


ALL STANDARD COACH 

TRANSFERS. SELF ADHESIVE OR 

SOLVENT / VARNISH FIX. 

NO SMOKING, ALCOHOL ON P.S.V. 

WARNING STICKERS ETC. 

EX STOCK BY RETURN OF POST. 
stor stale NO QUANTITY RESTRICTIONS. 


MACDOU TRANSFERS LTD. 


(6213/TR/60) 


29 LACY STREET PAISLEY TEL: 041-887 7378 


BRAKE SPECIALIS 


BRAKE AND CLUTCH EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS FOR BUS AND COACH 


EUROPEAN 


Building B - Gallowfields Trading Estate 
Richmond - North Yorkshire 


VEHICLE SIGNS 


spectrum signs 
‘\_/ “VEHICLE GRAPHICS”’ 
. CUSTOMISE YOUR COACH 


Full colour range and typestyles 
self adhesive/pre-spaced words 
~.. fast/efficient/simple to apply 


ALSO ... “LEGAL WRITING’”’ 


(5969/VS/59) 


Sign 


your bus ho h Street, O 
‘ igh Street, Orpington, 
with us ...C Kent BR6 QJE 


GET AHEAD WITHA SIGN OF THE TIMES \ 


Pendragon 


 - 7 COMPUTER CUT 


VEHICLE LIVERY 


precise luxury in self adhesive vinyl ... 
choice of colour and style... 


(5894/VS/59) 


ready to apply... speed with ease... 
+ All your legals... 
ASK FOR MORE ... 0424 52337 
12 Moorhurst Rd, Conquerer Estate, Castleham, 
St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex TN38 9NB 
GET AHEAD WITH A SIGN OF THE TIMES 


A SIGN OF THE TIMES 
SaWIL IHL IO NOIS V 


BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


PARTNER REQUIRED BY SMALL COACH COM- 
PANY. Prominent position, Birmingham. Due to 
partner retiring, must have PSV licence or, would 
consider selling business. Apply Box No. 15601, 
Coachmart & Bus Operator, Wentworth House, 
Wentworth Street, Peterborough PE1 1DS. 
(15601/BO) 


FRICTIONS 


Bus and coach brakes, guaranteed quality at low prices 


HEAVY DUTY MATERIALS ON REQUEST FOR ALL PROBLEM BRAKES 
Latest non-asbestos materials now available on BEDFORD - DAF - VOLVO - LEYLAND range, 
* EXTENDED LIFE * REDUCED NOISE (especially in reverse) * LESS DOWN TIME 
We can also supply brakes for any make of bus or coach at realistic prices, including mini-coaches. 
Deliveries are nation-wide on a “next working day” service. Prices quoted are for linings and rivets for 
front and rear axles complete and are nett of VAT. 
All materials supplied are by leading British and European O.E. manufacturers and have major approvals. 


Tel: (0748) 5298 or 3446 
Telefax: (0748) 5872 


All prices are ~~ ":Al vehicle sets 


A.E.C. £66.00 Bristol £60.00 Merc 602 £64.00 
Bedford PJK £36.00 Daf £116.00 Neoplan £168.00 
Bedford YLQ/YRQ £60.00 Ford £60.00 Scania £116.00 
Bedford YMT/YRT/YNT £72.00 Leyland Atlantean £92.00 Seddon £60.00 
Bedford YRQ Air/Hyd £64.00 Leyland Leopard £92.00 Van Hool £108.00 
Bedford YNV £128.00 Leyland National £98.00 Volvo B.58 £60.00 
Bova Europa £120.00 Leyland Tiger £98.00 Volvo B10M £96.00 
Bova Futura £140.00 Man £112.00 


(5238/BK) 


iF : 
NORTH EASTERN BUS 
BREAKERS 


WANTED 


VEHICLES FOR CASH 
RING US TODAY 


Tel: 0207 280353/232718 
Radio Phone 0860 810124 


Please note new late number 
0207 570719 
i’ (156170NA)_| 


WANTED 
VOLVO B58 


53 or 57 Plaxton 
Tel. (0241) 73464/76016 


(15660/WA/80) 


WANTED, 80 to 83 coach, must be in good condi- 
tion, paying up to £12,000. No Bedfords. Phone 
06517 2345. (15661/WA) 


WANTED: 25 seat plus standees service bus. Tel. 
(0533) 786374. (15563/WA/79) 
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Coaches 
Welcome ..:.: 


‘tenn ey 
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@ SHORT JOURNEY BREAKS 

@ FOOD STOPS 

@ PUBS 

@ PLACES OF INTEREST 


@ ACCOMMODATION 


WEEK AVAILABLE 
DUE TO CANCELLATION 


LLANDUDNO’S VICTORIAN 
EXTRAVAGANZA 30th April-7th May 
* 28 bedrooms - 24 en suite 
* Tea making facilities in all rooms 
* Central Heating 
* Entertainment 4 nights 
* On promenade 
For further information write or phone: 
THE TREVONE HOTEL 
St Georges Crescent, Llandudno, Wales 
Telephone (0492) 76314 


(14966/HO/79) 


LAST MINUTE BOOKINGS 
FOR 1988 


Centre of Northern Wales. All attractions within 
11% hrs drive. Ideal for touring. 
All rooms en suite, colour TV, tea and coffee making 
facilities in all rooms. 
Also 


Meal stops, coffees, teas and 
fully licensed bar. 


Contact Patricia Bannerman 
wo HITE LION ROYAL HOTEL ml 
1k High St., Bala, Gwynedd 4 Crowns 
Tel: (0678) 520314 TODAY 
Also taking bookings for 1989 


(15608 40 80) 


COOLIO XR 


LATE CANCELLATIONS 


7 nights ogee | 21st May, 
£95 inc VA 


7 nights commencing 27th Aug, 
£100 inc VAT 


7 nights commencing 3rd Sept, 
£100 inc VAT 
* Bed, Breakfast & Evening Meal * 
* Standard Rooms * 
* Minimum 40 people * 
* Some rooms en suite £15 per week 
supplement * 


iS. 


For further information contact 
Pete Kin 
PRESTBURY PARK HOTEL 
4 Vansittart Road, Torquay 


TEL: (0803) 22973 or 23588 N 
(SSSSSSASLSSSS SSA SSS SSS SSSA. 
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(14651/HO/75) 


AVAILABLE DUE TO 
CANCELLATION IN NEWQUAY 


Weeks commencing 
23rd April 
30th April 
21st May 
20th August 
3rd September 
A family run hotel offering good home cooking, 
magnificent position with excellent views over 
Fistral and Newquay bays. 30 rooms, 20 en 
suite. Tea, coffee, colour TV and heating in all 
rooms. 
CARNMARTH HOTEL 
Headland Road, Fistral Beach, Newquay, 
Cornwall TR7 1HN 
Tel. 0637 872519 
(15630/HO) 


EASTBOURNE 
ALEXANDRA HOTEL 


A licensed family run seafront hotel, close 
to theatres and main attraction, has 
vacancies for groups weeks commencing: 


30th July 
20th August 
1st October 


En suite rooms available, excellent cuisine, 
entertainment, lift, sun patio. 


Tel: Eastbourne (0323) 20131 


(15036/HO/78) 


SEATS 


KUSTOMBILT 
LUXURY SEATING 


The most comprehensive range 
of seating available. 
Manufactured with the safety 
and comfort of your passengers 
in mind. 
For further details contact: 


RAY or HELEN 


RICHARDS+SHAW (Trim) LTD. 


Unit 3-6, Lodge Forge Trading Estate 
Cradley Road, Cradley Heath, Warley 
West Midlands B64 7RW 


(0384) 633800 (,.553/s/66) 


53 RECLINING SEATS FOR SALE, blue stripe mo- 
quette, £200. Tel. (0222) 884648. (15649/SE) 


NEW HIGHBACK MOQUETTE SEATS, 16, 17 or 18 
inches wide, single £45, double £90. Tel. M-2-M 
061-494 6117. (13476/SE/68) 


COMPLETE SET OF DUPLE 53 seats, half worn, 


AT. Tel. (0452) 27809 (Gloucester). 
aaah (15518/SE/79) 
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HEADREST COVERS 


Allen & Douglas 
(A.D.D. LTD.) 


Manufacturers of Headrest Covers, 
Curtains. Fittings Supplied. 
TYPES AVAILABLE 


Stretch Nylon: All colours available — 
fully tailored: 

Seersucker: Beautifully tailored — 
available in white and cream — 
easily laundered 
Plastic: Hood type in white with a choice 
of binding, chamois clean. 

NEW SERVICE AVAILABLE 
Use our own embroidery service to enhance 
your seat covers; Names, logos, seat 
numbers to your design — 

Fast dependable delivery. 

All patterns of seat types held, both British 
and Continental. 

Popular types always available from stock. 
Callers welcome at our 
Banbury Showrooms: 


Telephone 0295/54366/62063 
Ansaphone 


Swan Close Road, 
Banbury, Oxon OX16 8AQ 
(14843/HC/78) 


Coach Industry Supphers Association 


HEADREST COVERS 


White £1.25 EACH 
Colours £1.50 EACH 


Tel: Scarborough Trim 
Shops (0723) 353321 


(13253/HC/6€ 


WORK AVAILABLE 


WORK AVAILABLE 


for clean 49/53 reclining seat or exec 
coaches for almost continuous tour work. 
May-Oct. One driver, mainly UK. 


Please send full coach details and day rate 


required to 
Box No 15636, 
Coachmart & Bus Operator, 
Wentworth House, Wentworth Street, 
Peterborough PE1 1DS. 
(15636/WO/80) 


UNCLASSIFIED 


1976/78, SEVERAL BEDFORD YRT/ 
YMT 53-seat coaches. 


1975. BEDFORD YRQ WILLOWBROOK 
Service bus, 45 seats. £3,500 each, 
choice of five. 

1974. BRISTOL VR D/D, 76 seats £4,500 


1973. LEYLAND ATLANTEAN D/D. 74 
seats £3,500. 


1975/76. LEYLAND ATLANTEAN D/D. 76 
seats £5,950 each. Choice of three. 


ALL VEHICLES IN DAILY USE 
ALL PRICES PLUS VAT 


Telephone 
SWANBROOK 0242 574444 


ISSUE 480 


UNCLASSIFIED 


West Durham 
pre Coach Sales 


New vehicles for immediate delivery from stock 
SETRA $215HD 49 recliners, front disc brakes, full air suspension, exhaust brake, Voith hydraulic 
brake retarder, Webasto heater and timer, toilet, kitchen, driver’s bunk, lift and loading device, 
fridge, computer controlled fresh air and heating system, Tempo 100K specification. 
Orders now being taken for full range of Setra vehicles for 1988. 


18, 19, 21 SEAT TOYOTA OPTIMOS AVAILABLE FOR EARLY DELIVERY. 
Why don’t you phone for details on low deposit HP or 
weekly rental terms? 


1980 FORD TRANSIT, petrol, Dormobile, 16- 
seater, high back coach seats. 

1979 FORD R1014, 45 seat Willowbrook service 
bus, coach type seating, MoT March '89. Re- 
trim. 

1979 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant |, Mkil, 53 
seats, MoT Aug ‘88. 

1977 BEDFORD PJK Plaxton Supreme, 29 
seater, Bristol dome, autumn tint, MoT 25/5/88. 
1975 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton, 45-seater, MoT 


1986 TOYOTA OPTIMO GL, 19 seat luxury 
midicoach, new MoT. 

1985 MERCEDES 608D Reeve Burgess, 21 
seater, radio, tinted windows, MoT Jan ‘89. 
1984 MERCEDES 608D, Reeve Burgess conver- 
sion, 19 seats, very clean, MoT Jan ‘89. 

1983 VOLVO B10M Duple Caribbean I, 51 re- 
cliners, driver’s bunk, toilet, drinks machine, 
TV and video, stock white. 

1982 BEDFORD YNT Plaxton Supreme IV, 


power door, radio/pa, wheeltrims, 53-seater, Aug ’88. 
MoT June ‘88. 1974 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant I, 53 seater, 
1982 FORD TRANSIT Dormobile, 12-seater, new MoT. 


petrol, MoT 26/8/88. 

1982 VOLVO B10M, 49 recliners, Jonckheere 
luxury coachwork, driver's bunk, toilet, PART EXCHANGE DEALS ALWAYS WELCOME 
TVvideo, hot drinks dispenser, recent engine All prices subject to VAT 

overhaul, new MoT. Webasto heating sales and service agents 


Contact John West, West Durham Coach Sales, 
. Coulson St., Spennymoor, Co. Durham. 
Tas North of Scotland —- Gordon Shearer (0466) 2077 

| After Hours Service: 


Trevor Coltman (0325) 467122 
. Evenings: John West (0388) 88492 
Jim Percival (0429) 266733 


Telephone (0388) 811848 day 


(K) Kaissbohrer TOYOTA 


TONY ANDREWS avrshire, kas sua 


1986 MAN 16.280 BERKHOF/ESPRIT 3500, 49/53 reclining seats, demountable 
sunken centre toilet, MoT. 
1986 DUPLE 425, 61 seats plus courier, continental door etc, MoT. 
1985 MAN SR280, 53 Vogel reclining seats, double glazing, Webasto heating 
etc., MoT. 
1983 DAF DKFL PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200 12m, 51 recliners, Eberspacher 
heating, etc, MoT. 
1982 DAF DKTL PLAXTON VIEWMASTER 12m, 51 recliners, power door, 
Eberspacher heating, etc, MoT. 
1982 VOLVO B10M/VAN HOOL ALIZEE ‘H’, 46 recliners, toilet, servery, etc, 
MoT. 

1980 VOLVO B58/DUPLE, service bus, 53 seats + standee. Coming in shortly. 
1980 VOLVO B58 PLAXTON SUPREME, 53 seats, tinted windows, power 
door, MoT‘d. 

1979 (V) VOLVO B58 DOMINANT II, 50 seater, with toilet, Webasto, power 
door, radio, provision for TV, MoT. 

1978 (S) BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON, 53 seater, radio/pa, MoT. 

1974 FORD R1014 DUPLE DOMINANT I, 45 seater, MoT’d. 

Part exchanges wanted. Open 6 days. 


TRADES DESCRIPTION ACT: In this list we quote the year of registration and not necessarily the year 
of manufacture. All prices are subject to VAT at the standard rate. 


TEL: 0292 591213 


BLYTHSWOOD 
MOTORS LTD. 


1175 ARGYLE STREET, GLASGOW 


All Mercedes 2 years warranty 
or 200,000 kilometres 


NEW MERCEDES 709D, power door, 25 coach seats + 8 
standees, now in stock. 

NEW TRANSIT 12, Diesel, swb, hi spec, 2 weeks. 

NEW TRANSIT 15, 5 speed, petrol, in stock. 

NEW TRANSIT 16, Diesel, power door, service bus, early. 
NEW TALBOT 12, PSV, Diesel, 5 speed, in stock. 

NEW TALBOT 14, PSV, Diesel, 5 speed, in stock. 

NEW TALBOT 14, PSV, Wheelchair, 5 speed, diesel, 2 weeks. 
NEW TALBOT 15, PSV, diesel, 5 speed, in stock. 

NEW SHERPA 16, PSV, Diesel, 5 speed, 3 weeks. 

NEW TRANSIT 20, Power door, plus 3 standees, coach, 3 


weeks. 

NEW TRANSIT 16, Power door, 5 standees, coach seats, in 
stock now. 

NEW MERCEDES 7090, 25 + 8 standees, in stock. 

NEW MERCEDES 609D, 19/21 seats, boot, 2 weeks. 

NEW MERCEDES 609D, Auto, service bus, early. 

NEW MERCEDES 709D, 21+ uf wheelchair lift, 3 weeks. 
NEW MERCEDES 507, 16 seats, or 6 w/chairs and lift, stock. 
NEW MERCEDES 507, 16/19 seats, 2 weeks. 

NEW MERE ES 609D, 24 seats, power door, boot, 

in stock. 

NEW MERCEDES 6090, 27 seats, no boot, early. 

NEW MERCEDES 8110, Turbo, 27 seats, in stock. 

NEW MERCEDES 307, High roof, 15 seats, 2 weeks. 

NEW MERCEDES 811D, Turbo, power door, 26 seats, 2 


weeks. 
NEW MERCEDES 307, 12, High roof, 2 weeks. 


Cars and Limos 


84 TOYOTA SPACECRUISER, 8 seats, low mileage. 
83 DATSUN PATROL, diesel, 7 seats. 

74 VOLVO, 7 seat limo. 

73 MERCEDES 250, 7 seat limo, white, very clean. 


87 SHERPA, 16, luxury, 7,000k, new test. 
86 (D) TRANSIT, diesel, sweet 16. 

86 TOYOTA OPTIMO, 19/21 seats, new test. 

86 CAETANO IVECO, 25 service bus, power door. 

86 BEDFORD MIDI, diesel, 5 speed, 12 seats, 23,000. 
86 CAETANO IVECO, 25, power door. 

86 MERCEDES 608, 27 seat, low mileage, tested. 

86 BEDFORD, 15 seat, non PSV. 

86 MERCEDES, 22 seat + large boot, low mileage. 
86 MERCEDES, 23 seats + large boot, low mileage. 
85 TIGER DOYEN S/A, full spec, low mileage, new test, 
£58,000. 

84 MERCEDES 608D, 25 seats, tested, £15,000. 

84 TRANSIT 12, petrol, swb, PSV, £4,500. 

83 BEDFORD, 7 seater. 

83 DODGE REEBUR, diesel, auto, new test, 17 seats. 
83 MERCEDES 307, crewbus, 17 seats, £6,500. 

83 (A) MERCEDES, diesel, 19 seats, luxury, £14,000. 
82 TRANSIT, petrol, 12ff, non PSV. 

82 VAN HOOL ACRON, full spec, 48 seats. 

81 MERCEDES 307, high roof, 12, PSV. 

81 B10M EXECUTIVE, 34 seats or 49, toilet, video. 

81 DAF PLAXTON INTEGRAL, 52 recliners, new test. 
81 MAN INTEGRAL, full exec, 48 + toilet, TV. 

80 FORD DUPLE II, 53, new test. 

80 BEDFORD UNICAR, 11 metres, 53, new test, £9,000. 
80 VOLVO DUPLE, 50 + toilet, a/o leaf, long test. 

79 FORD, 35 seat, Duple Il, new test. 

79 (V) DAF, 52 + toilet, splitter box, clean. 

79 FORD DUPLE ll, 45 seats, 1 owner, new test. 

79 (V) VOLVO DUPLE Ii, 50 plus toilet & video. 

78 BEDFORD 500 VAN HOOL, 53 seats, tested. 

77 (S) LEOPARD DUPLE Il, 53 recliners, express, S/A. 
76 BEDFORD 45 DUPLE EXPRESS new front. 

75 VOLVO DUPLE, 57 seats, new test. 

74 LEOPARD S/A, Plaxton, 50 seats. 

74 FORD CAETANO, 53, long test, cheap, £2,500. 


74 AEC DUPLE, 57 seats, r/con. engine 760. 
74 FORD, 45, duple express doors, offers. 
74 LEOPARD DUPLE, power steering, v clean. 


85 TRANSIT, petrol, crewbus, £3,500. 

84 TALBOT, high roof, 12, tested, petrol. £1,500. 
83 TRANSIT, 12, non PSV, petrol. 

83 MERCEDES 12, non PSV, new seats. 

82 TRANSIT, 16, petrol, o/d. 

82 MERCEDES 307, 12, tested. 

80 FORD 16, diesel, PSV, tested. 

80 MERCEDES 207, £3,750, MoT. 

FORD 16, diesel, tested, £2,500 


WANTED FOR CASH 
MINIBUS, MIDIBUS, SERVICE BUS, 
COACHES AND EXECUTIVE 


HP Settled, Immediate Cash Settled 
TELEPHONE: 041-221 3165 
or 041-639 6107 (Evenings) 


— OPEN 7 DAYS 
day and night (6565/UN/59) 
Portable phone 083670 4938 
Vol kswagen (13008/UN/63) 
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H 
N.D.Y. 38 Bfesticateetis my MIDFIELD &2¢2: 


Quarrington Hill — Durham Coach & Bus 
Tel: 091 3771802 Distributor for Te ee 
After hours: 091 2852239 ROBIN HOOD coaches and buses recliners with courier seat, moquette to roof, 
(0207) 233698 : curtains, tinted glass, Webasto heater, power 
Early delivery a ee cre new short engine in 
; ugust 1987, 12 months MoT..... £32,000 + VAT 
We are fully equipped to NEW VEHICLES 1976 FORD PLAXTON, Supreme, 45 seater, bar- 
. Mercedes Benz 811 Robin Hood, gain to clear at £3,850 + VAT 
rejuvenate your 29 seat coach. he FORD R114 PLAXTON SUPREME, under 
. . 2 i i Wi hite, 
coaches, including seat Iveco Ford Nippy, 25 seat bus. MoT to Aug 88 oe £4,950 WAT 


Immediate delivery — Ford 16 seat bus Good, clean heavy duty coaches wanted 
USED VEHICLES Part exchange welcome — HP arranged 


1986 Iveco Nippy, 21 seat bus, above Contact MIKE HEANEY 
average CONGITION «00... eee ~~~ £17,000 Tel. 01-363 6727 


1984 Volvo Plaxton, 53 seat touring coach 


exchange, new floor 


covering, panel work 
and painting. 


tf te ily, AAO Bie ee ack ania os ee ee £52,500 
All our work IS done on 1984 Volvo Duple, 48/50 recliners, toilet, 
our own premises FUN ROME GS POC s.c-siscscetcascascoscesctassescs £56,500 
é 1982 VW, 8 seat executive minicoach 
quickly, expertly and at ae ERRINGTONS 
sensible prices. = J _1980 Volvo Duple, 59 seat reciiin £26,250 NEW TOYOTA, 6 cylinder Caetano 
Optimo GL, white, red interior, 
N D Y. ORCL MIA ASa.Aies @ ‘Y/9 Ford Flaxton, to seat Loacn..... £4,950 immediate delivery. 
omme B° Coach repairs & painting 1973 Leyland National Promotion vehicle, NEW MERCEDES 609D, Reeve Burgess 


(19). Immediate delivery. 
1980 MERCEDES 307D, 12 seater. 


1981 BEDFORD YNT 500 turbo, Duple 
Dominant IV (53), many extras, very 


Floor to roof refurbishing full complement of equipment ............. POA 


Glass stockists 


Telephone: Derek Edwards 
0489 885106 day or 
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25 Re TENS 6,750 & 
1980 Volvo Duple, 53 seat reclining coach | 
e 


r clean. 
| CA USEWAY MOTORS | | 0252 724 71 8 1978 R1114, Plaxton Supreme Ill, power 
NEW FREIGHT ROVER ELME-ORION, 16S, . door. 
| coachbuilt luxury body, power door, boot etc. 2 i (evenings and weekends) 1980 FIAT HARWIN, 20 coach seat body, 
Only at this Price .........:c0sseesecereeeeneneees £18 S00 (15609/UN) MoT April ‘89. 
| 86 BEDFORD CF diesel, Dormobile, 16 high { 1976 FORD Duple Dominant Service 
| back seats, MEW MOI wccnszssacsssegenensiarannee £8, Bus (43). 
85 (C) TRANSIT, LWB, 12 seater, direct injec: es core R1014 Duple Dominant, (45), 
tion engine overdrive, moquette seats, () oT June. 
IB iat 7,750 LONDON Seabee 
| 85 ©) ier ‘oi 14 i yore oN ] BUSES 3/88, power door. £850. 
sion, high roof, low mileage, Mo ug F 3 3 
| 83 TRANSIT 16S diesel, overdrive, unlettered, Evington, Leicester LE5 6D0 
| MOT Oct 88 issscccscesioss acacnnesner-cnpearaeeee £6,500 | LIMITED Tel. (0533) 730421 (13007/UN/63) 
82 (Y) TRANSIT, SWB (petrol), are 
IMO assess nrrady vec ne ters cn dion om site ne ea aa p 
j 81 MERCEDES BENZ 508D, Reeve Burgess, | ROUTEMASTER 
19S, boot, unlettered, MoT Oct "88 ......... £9,000 | argo selection of thadévehicles 
| 80 TRANSIT, LWB, diesel, 12s, MoT er Ea always in stock. 
NEMS. SOME WOFK ......000+25ccexasannysnneeannsent 
| 79 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton, 53S, clean a ney | All buses fully prepared to buyers’ DUE TO THE ARRIVAL OF NEW 
NEW.ENINE °78 eMMeesHs srecesieeasenensesetoes 7,000 requirements. VEHICLES 
RCEDES BENZ, 407 diesel, R Bur- . 
Tess 16/18 seats, MoT June je Rove Bu Full after sales service We offer for sale: 
| 73 BEDFORD DUPLE, 298, diesel, o/d box, | Telephone: 01 994 9494 ext 234 
| clean and tidy, unlettered, MoT May ’88... £3,000 | London Bus Sales 1975 LEYLAND NATIONAL, MoT Nov 
7 ‘88, choice of 3 £5,500 each 
Tel. (0704) 821221 | London Buses Ltd, 
566 Chiswick High Road, 1977 LEYLAND NATIONAL, MoT Oct 
| After Hours: 051-928 5700 | London W4 5RR 


L —" (15607/UN) 4 Also available 


fo. a A quantity of Gibson & Almex “E” 
ticket machines. 


1973 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton, MoT 
March ‘89 


1976 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton, 49/51 


(5910/UN/59 , 
: seater, choice of 4 from £8,000 


1975 (P) BEDFORD PK, 29 seater, new 
panels, exchange gearbox (guarantee), new 
headlights, alternator, starter, tachograph and 
kingpins, brakes re-lined all round, 12 months 

£4,500 ono + VAT Sales Due to 


1980 (V) FORD RI014, 45 seater, recent Re-Organisation 


re-panel, 2 year old moquette, good useful P REG BEDFORD 29 seater, MoT March 
machine with one year’s COF........£8,500 ono £6,000 + VAT ono 
+ VAT. 


1979 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Ex- 
press, 49 seater, 11m, MoT March 
£16,000 


1978 LEYLAND LEOPARD Duple Ex- 
press, 49 seater, new MoT £11,000 


1975/77 SCANIA double decker, MoT 
Oct '88, choice of 5 from £4,000 


Tel. (0383) 881076 


Rennies 
of Dunfermline 


(15503/UN/79) 


V REG FIAT 23 seater, MoT Dec 1988 £7,500 
Tel. (0325) 312705 day/ + VAT ono 


320177 eves W REG MERCEDES 21 seater, new MoT 


£7,500 + VAT ono 


G & C Coaches 
Co Durham Tel: (0637) 880713 


(15570/UN/80) (15525/UN/79) 


64 Please mention Coachmart & Bus Operator when replying to an advertisement on this page ISSUE 480 


UNCLASSIFIED 


SALE DUE TO 
FLEET CHANGE 


B REG RENAULT TRAFIC, 12 seater 
£3,250 


S REG FORD TRANSIT, 15 seater £995 
W REG DODGE, 17 seater £3,750 
T REG FORD ’A’ SERIES, 21 seater 
R REG FORD ‘A’ SERIES, 24 seater 

£2,500 
V REG MERCEDES 608, PSV, 25 seater 


All the above subject to VAT 


In daily use with long tax and MoT 


Tel. (0452) 20295 


(15578/UN/80) 


From minibuses 
to double 
deckers it makes 
sense to sell 
them through 
Coachmart & Bus 
operator. 


24 hours 
a aay 


ISSUE 480 


1977. LEYLAND Plaxton, 53 seater 
ee ee ee ere £6,500 ono 
1978 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton, 57 
seats, radio/pa, Telma.........-.:++4+ £16,500 
1980 FORD R1114 Plaxton, 53 seats, 
PAC OND Airees <5 ecicseececevsteaszocrsere=sereeseresz £10,000 
1980 DAF MB DKTL Plaxton, 57 seats 
plus courier seat, radio/pa, 
CUTLAUIAS sarcrssasscecsietesecccesesscenesvveveennes £29,500 
1982 DAF MB DKTL Plaxton, 48 E types, 
toilet, radio/pa, curtains.............+ £35,000 
All plus VAT 
Tel: Tellyn Coaches 
0376 521331 
I (15646/UN) 


1986 LEYLAND CUB 33 seater, 8 standees, Optare 
body, 58,000 km, excellent condition, MoT Feb ‘89, 
£26,000. Due to cancellation 1986 Viano Caetano, 
22 seater, wired TV and video, MoT Dec ‘88, 
£24,000. Low mileage. Tel. 0698 793506/792800. 
(14960/UN/79) 


IMPACT LINES 


Placed above and below 
your advertisement for an 
additional £5. 


1970 BEDFORD, 45 seater service bus, MoT till Jan 
‘89, £1,950 + VAT. 1980 V TRANSIT, PSV diesel, 12 
seater, overdrive, MoT June, ‘88, £1,750 + VAT. 
Tel. (0902) 636616. (15618/UN/80) 


TURN TRASH INTO CASH 


| buy your pre-1978 buses and coaches 
at a better price 


JOE SYKES ON (0226) 725702 
(LARGE STOCK OF BUS SPARES INCLUDING GLASS), 
(5912/UN/59) 


& | | : : 
F- Nn S j Nn 1D) U] S dp, BRITAIN'S BIGGEST | 
OME peep, BUS DEALER | 


DOUBLE DECKERS 


1972/73/74/75/76/77 DAIMLER FLEETLINES ~ MCW, Park Royal, East Lancs bodies. Choice of Leyland or fal fy Pity 3 one or two 


door, with or without tickets 


1973 LEYLAND ATLANTEAN, Roe body, 78 seats, choice of several. a 
1 BRISTOL FLF, MoT March/April 1988. Very good condition. 
LEYLAND PD3s, suitable for driver training. Choice of 8. 


SINGLE DECK 


1982 TIGER/ECW B51 bodies, 53 seats, express doors. Choice of 9. 
1973/1976 LEYLAND NATIONALS, 49 seats, some with long tickets. _ 
1976 P REG LEYLAND NATIONALS, 10.3m, 2 door, 40 seats. 
BRISTOL RE, E.C.W. or Marshail bodies, several available. 


USED COACHES 


DAF SBR 230 DHS, 1983 (Y) Reg, Jonckheere P99, bodywork to standard UK spec, with 68 seats, TV, video, full Mo 
1982 LEYLAND TIGER 245, Dupie Goldliner body, 51 seats, toilet, Telma retarder, TV, video and drinks machine. 
1981/82 LEYLAND TIGER, 245 Duple Goldliner bodies, with 46 seats, toilet, Webasto heating. 
_ 1978 SEDDON/PLAXTON with Gardner engine, 49 seats, express doors, with current MoTs. 

1976P REG BEDFORD Plaxton body, 53 seats, MoT 3/89. 


A selection of 1973-1979 Leyland Leopards with Plaxton and Duple bodywork. 


Choice of several. 


PLUS MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM 
Constantly changing stock, please ring for details 
Also left hand drive models for export available 


ENSIGN BUS | 


Arterial Road (A13), Purfleet, Essex RM16 1TB. 
phy. cueing os ee 865656, ime” 896731 Ensi 


1973 FORD R1014 Plaxton Elite III, 45 seater, 
MoT November 1988............cccssssseesees £3,500 


1980 FORD R1114 Moseley Alpha, 53 
seater, MoT August 1988, curtains, side 
JOGKONS c0c etree ee tee £9,500 


1977 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme, 
53 seater, currently in preparation for 
£12,500 


All with private plates, air doors and 
in current daily use. 


NELSON COACHES 
Wickford, Essex 
Telephone: (0268) 734084 


(14855/UN/77) 


fonijdate 
SALES 
of Morecambe 


1971 
DAIMLER FLEETLINE GARDNER 
71 seat, single door body class V, MoT, 
fitted tacho, excellent condition, would 
P 


£2,000 + VAT 


1977 
BRISTOL VR GARDNER 
Eastern coach works, 74 seater, 5 
speed gearbox, tacho & Webasto, 
tested to 10/88, excellent condition, 
£9,950 + VAT 


0524 52085/53941 


(15645/UN/80) 


ken 


Minin, Sus, 
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STAN DARD Asimple classified lineage adver- 
tisement placed under the classifi- 
POSITION cation of your choice. Must be a 
SN Ju minimum of 25 words. 
IDEAL FOR SPARES & | 
1974 BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT |, 53 seat MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS, in 
Express, test July ‘88, recent reconditioned addition to vehicle sales. 


engine and gearbox, new clutch, straight The shown 
panels. £4,200. Tel. 0743 83442 (Shropshire). example would 


cost only £13.50 
inc VAT. 


PREMIUM 
POSITION 


wets SPECIAL (tee 
"\ POSITION 


1974 LEYLAND LEOPARD, Plaxton body, 
680 engine, 48 seats, MoT Jung ‘88, 2 
speed axle, good reliable vehicl¢é. £4,700 
+ VAT. Tel. (0925) 816219/813298. 


A MAXIMUM OF 


1977 LEYLAND Leopard Dominant, 1 


k 25 WORDS WILL 40 WORDS WILL 
Wy oe 7 ala daa FIT INTO THIS FIT INTO THIS SPACE 
SPACE TO SELL TO SELL YOUR COACH 


YOUR COACH 


LEYLAND COACHES AND_ SERVICE 
BUSES, urgently required for cash. All 
types of bodies and chassis wanted now. 
Blythswood Motors. Tel. 041 221 3165. 


MAKE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT STAND 
OUT USING “IMPACT LINES”. 


A photograph 
anda 
comprehensive 
description of 


These positions 


Obtain maximum attention for just an . O 
extra £5 added onto the STANDARD oe cespene? for your vehicle Pra y 
POSITION cost per insertion. coaches under gives you 1.40 


£10,000 only. maximum impact 


Remember - ideal for spares & 
miscellaneous items. 


REMEMBER — The better you tell it - the quicker you sell it 


; NAME ——“—‘C;CSCSCSCSCCCC—CTUUE TYPE OF ADVEERTISEMMIENT REQUIRED: (lease tick) 1 


1 STANDARD POSITION (minimum 25 words) 
gy ADDRESS No. Of WOrdS 1... eseeeeeereees x54p Totalee Aken S| | 
| 2 SPECIAL POSITION (standard + £5) TOMANE ccisccsveassee L 
| eS WIPER PO SIMON... ccsseette..::ssssscsscesazcionieteervsassctcssecesseens £27.00 LJ P 
POST CODE _______________________ 4 pREMIUM POSITION (please enclose Photo) ...cessssssssossess ea1.40L] 
, TEL NO INOFOMINS EGU OMS  -., heteda ds socadssSecsthcae\dersstectessssssesesneegecdiulh 
mabe ei rate ea ee BOXIN@A(SADID Er WEEK) ic: cace.asinscsessadecsarossaeadtlleesserssceses La 
Poco oc co ---- | enclose cheque/postal order made payable to Response 
Publishing Ltd for € ...............:00000 


Send to: COACHMART & BUS OPERATOR, ’ . 
I FSsaetsa seca Maha cliitiee Please debit my VISAD ACCESS ACCOUNT © (please tick) 


| HOUSE, WENTWORTH STREET, cARDNo. IT DOOOOOOOOOOoOoOoOoOo 


PETERBOROUGH PE1 1DS 
V START YOUR ADVERTISEMENT HERE - ONE WORD PER BOX - MINIMUM 25 WORDS - USE BLOCK CAPITALS 
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REDBRIDGE TRUCK & BUS, REDBRIDGE HOUSE, HOLMFIELD LANE. 
WAKEFIELD, WEST YORKSHIRE. TEL: 0924 369946. TELEX: 556406 REGEAR. 


ALSO AT: UNIT 23, THE ADLER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BETAM ROAD, HAYES, MIDDLESEX. TEL: 01 5617566-7. 


Redbridge 


Reduce down-time! Lifetime Warranty on 
Reduce maintenance costs! all differential units. 


Warranty is not transferable and 
applies to original owner to whom 
unit is invoiced — warranty does 
not pass on with sale of vehicle. 


New-reconditioned 
Good take-outs. 
Short Motors-Semi 
auto gearbox spares 
all ancillary spares 
delivery services available. 


Eee 0924 369916 ce 
ee 01 5617566-7 i 


Compare our prices! 
Large stocks always kept! 


THE “NO EXTRAS” MACHINE 
THE NEW LAG PANORAMIC INTEGRAL LUXURY COACH, FINISHED IN WHITE WITH 
RED/GREY INTERIOR TRIM AND A COMPREHENSIVE SPECIFICATION INCLUDING: 


tr DAF 11.6 litre 280 bhp turbocharged diesel engine. 3% Driver's bunk with heater and fan. 
tr ZF S6-90 six speed synchromesh gearbox. yx Bremshay suspended driver's seat with headrest and 
tr Telma retarder + exhaust brake. armrests. 
tr 295 x 22.5L high speed low profile tyres. yx Courier’s seat and courier’s mike. 
tr Body raising and lowering device. yx Curtains, carpets to steps and aisle. 
* 49 Vogel reclining seats with headrests, armrests, glovenets x Chest fridge, coffee machine (pump filled). 

and headrest covers. yr Video and 2 monitors. 
+ Centre sunken toilet and Continental door. yr Blaupunkt stereo radio, pa and tape facility with 11 speakers. 
% Plug type entrance door with Peage and pavement windows. yr Webasto heater and ducted heating. 
x Driver and courier fans. * Forced air ventilation and individual reading lights. 

*«x ONE SPECIFICATION *« ONE STANDARD * ONE PRICE 


USED VEHICLES Also available for viewing at Wellingborough 


1986 DAF MB200 Plaxton 3500, Tempo 100, ZF splitter gearbox, radio/pa/tape, centre carpets, curtains, tinted windows, power door, 
rear continental door, provision for rear toilet and driver's bunk, moquette to roof, finished white £64,000 


1985 DAF SB2300 rear engine Plaxton 3200, 55 seats, radio/pa/tape, curtains, tinted windows, power door, through lockers, full soft 
trim £52,000 


1985 DAF MB230 DKVL/Caetano Algarve, 53/51 recliners, demountable toilet, radio/pa/tape, wired for TV and video, carpets and 
blinds, tinted glass, power door, continental door, water heater, courier seat £62,000 


1982 LEYLAND LEOPARD 11m Plaxton Supreme VI, 46 reclining seats, radio/pa/tape, TV/video, tinted double glazing, power door, 
rear saloon toilet, water heater, courier seat, side lockers, full soft trim ... £34,000 


1982 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme VI, 57 seats, semi-auto gearbox, radio/pa and tape, Bristol dome .. £31,000 
1979 BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant Ill, 53 seats, radio/pa/tape, power door, side lockers 

1979 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme IV, 53 seats, radio/pa/tape, curtains, side lockers 

1977 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant I, 53 seats, Telma, radio/pa, curtains, manual power door, Bristol dome 


Lee —————————————— el 
AG Fax: (0933) 78181 & (0933) 440221 Telex: 311494 LAGBUS G LAG 


VAUX ROAD. FINEDON ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS NN8 4TC. 
Telephone: Evenings - North - Charles Jamieson (0723) 375153. Wales, Midlands, West- Malcom J. Watkins (0568) 84637 


Hughes DAF Way 
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IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE 


NEW DAFS FROM STOCK WITH 3 YEAR ‘P.T.P.’ AND FIRST YEAR ‘BUS AID’ 
REAR ENGINED MID ENGINED 


PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200, ‘Low Driver’ One PLAXTON 3500 2 OR 3 STAR — 53 recliners or with 
| star — 57seater. toilet. 
HESTAIR DUPLE 320 SL PACKAGE 57 recliners. HESTAIR DUPLE 340 SL PACKAGE — 55 recliners 
| PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3500 2 OR 3 STAR — 53 or 53 recliners with toilet. 
recliners or with toilet. VAN HOOL ALIZEE ‘H’ OR ‘SH’ EXECUTIVES — 51 
| HESTAIR DUPLE 340 SL PACKAGE with 53 or 53 recliners, courier, toilet or 55 recliners. 


recliners with toilet or 57 recliners without. 
VAN HOOL ALIZEE ‘H’ ‘DH’ OR ‘SH’ EXECUTIVES 
— 51 or 58 recliners, toilet, courier, etc or 55 recliners. 


OFFERED SUBJECT TO REMAINING UNSOLD 


EX HIRE FLEET DAFs 


87D DAF DHS Van Hool Alizee DH (rear engine) 53 recliners + contin. exit. 87D DAF DHS Plaxton 3500** (rear engine) 53 recliners + exit. 
87D DAF DKVL Plaxton 3500** (mid engine) 53 recliners + contin. exit. 87D DAF DHS Plaxton 3200 Ord Dvr (rear engine) 53 recliners. 
87D DAF DHS Van Hool Alizee DH (rear engine) 51 recliners + 87D DAF DKFL Van Hool Alizee H (mid engine) 55 recliners. 


demountable toilet + courier + exit. 87D DAF DHS Van Hool Alizee DH (rear engine) 51 recliners + 

87D DAF DHS Duple 340 SL (rear engine) 57 recliners (or 55 recliners demountable toilet + courier + exit. 

+ exit). : ; 87D DAF MB230 DKFL Plaxton Paramount 3500** 53 recliners + exit. 
87D DAF DHS Duple 340 SL (rear engine) 57 recliners (or 53 recliners + 87D DAF MB230 DKFL Duple 320 SL+, 57 recliners, low mileage. 


centre sunken toilet). 


QUALITY USED IN STOCK 


DAF LEYLAND 

86D DAF MB200 Plaxton Paramount 3500 49 recliners + toilet + exit 86C LEYLAND REDLINE Cub Optare S/D bus 33 seater. 

+ courier. 82X LEYLAND LEOPARD Duple Dominant II 53 seater. 

86C DAF DHS Duple 340 SL 53 recliners + toilet + exit (choice of 2). 80V LEYLAND LEOPARD Duple Dominant II 53 seater. 

86C DAF MB230 DKFL Duple 340 SL 53 recliners + toilet + exit 79T LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme Express 51 seater. 


(choice of 2). 72K LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Elite 45 seater. 


85C DAF MB200 Duple Caribbean 11 53 recliners + courier + exit. VOLVO 

85B DAF MB200 DKFL Plaxton Paramount 3500**** 49 recliners + toilet etc. ; : ; 
85B DAF MB200 DKVL Duple Caribbean 11 Exec 51 recliners + toilet etc. 81W VOLVO B58 Plaxton Viewmaster recliners + toilet. 
83Y DAF MB DKTL Plaxton Paramount 53 recliners BEDFORD 

82X DAF MB DKTL Plaxton Supreme V GT 51 recliners + courier 81W BEDFORD YMT Supreme IV 53 seater. 

(choice of 3). 80V BEDFORD YLQ Plaxton 45 seater. 

FORD 80V BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme IV 53 seater. 
83A FORD R1115 Duple Dominant SD4 53 seater + double glazing etc. 79V BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant 11 53 seater. 
83Y FORD R1114 Duple Dominant SD4 53 seater + double glazing etc. MIDI 


81W FORD R1114 Duple Dominant IV 53 seater. 
76P FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater. 
75N FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater. 


For further information contact: 

Hughes DAF Limited, Lodge Garage, | 

Cleckheaton, West Yorks. BD19 4BUJ. pay 
Telex : 51161 HUGDAF G. Fax : 0274 651198 


TELEPHONE: (0274) 681144 
(MILE FROM M62 EXIT NO. 26- ON A58 TO LEEDS) flim Oda =A 00S 
———— BACK-UP 


84A FORD TI52 Paramount 3200 35 seater. 


‘ EB M62 
——_—% IA 
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